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OR MASONIC GARLAND. * 65 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 


[Continued from page 50.] 


{Barbarous treatment of the Templars. ] 


But the atrocious scene was yet to come, which was to com- 
plete the ruin of the Templars, and satiate the vengeance of their 
enemies. ‘Their Grand Master Molay, and other dignitaries of 
the order still survived : And, though they had made the most sub- 
missive acknowledgments to their unrelenting persecutors, yet the 
influence which they had over the minds of the vulgar, and their 
connection with many of the Princes of Europe, rendered them for- 
midable and dangerous to their oppressors. By the exertion of that 
influence, they might restore union to their dismembered party, 
and inspire them with courage to revenge the murder of their com- 
panions ; or, by adopting a more cautious method, they might re- 
pel, by uncontrovertible proofs, the charges for which they suffered; 
and, by interesting all men in their behalf, they might expose 
Philip to the attacks of his own subjects, and to the hatred and con- 
tempt of Europe. Aware of the dangers to which his character 
and person would be exposed, by pardoning the surviving Tem- 
plars, the French monarch commanded the Grand Master and 
his brethren to be led out to a scaffold, erected for the purpose, and 
there to confess before the public, the enormities of which their or- 
der had been guilty, and the justice of the punishment which had 
been inflicted on their brethren. If they adhered to their former 
confessions, a full pardon was promised to them; but if they 
should persist in maintaining their innocence, they were threat- 
ened with destruction on a pile of wood, which the executioners 
had erected in their view, to awe them into compliance. While the 
multitude were standing around in awful expectation, ready, from 
the words of the prisoners, to justify or condemn their King, the 
venerable Molay, witha cheerful and undaunted countenance, ad- 
vanced, in chains, tothe edge of the scaffold, and, in a firm and 
impressive tone, thus addressed the spectators: ,‘‘ It is but just, 
that in this terrible day, and in the last moments of my life, Ilay 


open the iniquity of falsehood and make truth to triumph. I de- — 


clare then, in the face of heaven and earth, and I confess, tho’ to 

my eternal shame and confusion, that I have committed the great- 

est of crimes ; but it has been only in acknowledging those that 

have been charged with so much virulence upon an order, which 
June, 1829. Vol. 2. No. 8. Sig. 9. 
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truth obliges me to pronounce innocent. I made the first declara- 
tion they required of me, only to suspend the excessive tortures of 
the rack, and mollify those that made me endure them. I am 
sensible what torments they prepare for those that have courage to 
revoke such a confession. But the horrible sight which they pre- 
sent to my eyes, is not capable of making me confirm one lie by an- 
other. Ona condition so infamous as that, I freely renounce life, 
which is already but too odious to me. For what would it avail 
me to prolong a few miserable days, when I must owe them only to 
the blackest of calumnies ?’’8 In consequence of this manly revo- 
cation, the Grand Master and his companions were hurried into the 
flames, where they retained that contempt of death which they 
had exhibitedon former occasions. This mournful scene extort- 
ed tears from the lowest of the vulgar. Four valiant knights, 
whose charity and valour had procured them the gratitude and 
applause of mankind, suffering, without fear, the most cruel and 
ignominious death, was, indeed, a spectacle well calculated to ex- 
cite emotions of pity in the hardest hearts ; and, whatever opinion 
we may entertain concerning the character of that unhappy order, 
every mind of sensibility will compassionate the fate of the 
Templars, and curse the inhuman policy of Philip the Fair. 


[The innocence of the Templars maintained against the arguments of 
Barruel. ] 


From this short and imperfect account of the origin and ruin of 
the Knights Templars, the reader will be enabled to understand 
the merits of the question, respecting the innocence of that or- 
der, which it will be necessary here toconsider. ‘The opinions of 
contemporary writers were too much influenced by party spirit, and 
religious zeal, to deserve any regard in this investigation. All 
those writers, however, who are generally deemed impartial his- 
torians, and who were in no respects interested, either in the con- 
demnation or acquittal of the Templars, have, without hesitation, 
pronounced them innocent of the crimes laid to their charge, and 
imputed their destruction to the avarice and private resentment 
of Philip. Inthe decision of these historians, the public had, in 
general, acquiesced, till their sentiments were unsettled by the 
bold pretensions and the sophistical reasoning of Barruel. This 
writer has charged upon the Templars all those crimes with which 


38. Histoire de Chevaliers Hospitaliers de Saint Jean de Jerusalem.— 
This event occurred on the 11th of March, 1314. 
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their enemies had formerly loaded them : He has attempted to jus- 
tify the severity of the French King, and has reproached, with 
the bitterest invective, the Society of Freemasons, because they 
were once connected with a fraternity, which, in his opinion, was 
so wicked and profane. While we endeavour, therefore, to de- 
fend the Templars against these recent calumnies, we will, at the 
same time, be maintaining the respectability of our own order, by 
vindicating its members from that imputed depravity, which, ac- 
cording to Barruel, they have inherited from their fathers. 

In order to form an impartial judgment respecting any sentence 
which has been passed, without proper evidence, either against in- 
dividuals or associations, it is necessary to be acquainted with the 
motives and character of the accusers, and with the benefits which 
might accrue to them and the judges, by the punishment or libera- 
tion of the accused. In the case before us, the accusers had been 
disgraced and imprisoned by the accused, for their villany and 
crimes. Their chief prosecutor and judge was actuated by mo- 
tives of avarice and private resentment ; and many rival orders 
who had been languishing in obscurity and indigence, propaga- 
ted with assiduity, the slanderous tale, in hopes of sharing in 
those ample possessions and that public favour, which had been 
acquired by the superior abilities of the Knights Templars. To 
all ranks of men, indeed, the veneration which the name of ajTem- 
plar inspired, was an object of envy: Their opulent revenues 
were calculated to give trouble to a covetous mind, and the re- 
markable regularity of their conduct was no small incitement to the 
exercise of detraction. Such were the motives and prospects of 
their judges and accusers. Let us attend now to the accusations 
whieh were brought against them, and we will find that these 
could scarcely come under the cognizance of law, as their pre- 
tended crimes were committed against themselves, and not against 
society. Didthey perpetrate murder upon any of their fellow-citi- 
zens ?—This was never laid to their charge. Did they purloin any 
man’s treasures ?—Of theft they were never accused. Did they in- 
stigate to rebellion the subjects of any government, or plot de- 
struction against the person of any king ?—Under such a character 
they were never known, till Barruel called them traitors and regi- 
cides ; because, forsooth, it was his opinion, that their successors, 
the Freemasons in France, were accessory to the murder of their 
King. What then were their crimes? It was said that they 
burned their own infants! And yet an instance was never pro- 
duced, in which the childof a ‘Templar had disappeared, and in 
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which the tenderness of a mother, as would certainly have hap- 
pened, remonstrated against the murder of her child. They were 
said to have committed upon one another the most unnatural of all 
crimes ! And yet, no individual produced a specific instance which 
he could corroborate by indubitable proof. They were accused 
of insulting the Cross of Christ; and yet they had shed their 
blood in defence of his religion. Of crimes like these, one may con- 
ceive a depraved individual to have been guilty ; but to believe 
that arespectable fraternity, consisting of thousands of members, 
could be capable of such enormities, requires a degree of faith to 
which the most credulous will scarcely attain. 

The innocence of {the Templars, and the injustice of Philip, will 
be still more apparent, by considering the conduct of the latter, as 
related even by Barruel. This writer observes, ‘‘’ That two men, 
who had been imprisoned for their crimes, declared that they had 
some important discoveries to make ccncerning the Knights Tem- 
plars, and that this declaration, though entitled to little credit, 
made the king determine on the dissolution of the order, and ar- 
rest on one day all the Templars in his kingdom.” Here then was 
the most flagrant injustice in the very threshold of the whole af- 
air. Without summoning a single witness ; without examining a 
single Templar ; without consulting a single friend ; without even 
knowing what the important discoveries were which the criminals 
had to make ; the French King determined on the destruction of 
the Templars, on the destruction of an order whose Grand Master 
had been his particular friend, and even the god-father of one 
of his children. This latter circumstance, indeed, is brought for- 
ward by Barruel, to justify the conduct of Philip, because he sac- 
rificed the duties of friendship to the principles of justice. But, 
when we take it in connection with the rest of his conduct, it must 
inspire every honest mind with a more degrading opinion of the 
head and heart of that persecuting monarch. 

Such being the premature and precipitant determination of 
Philip, we may consider the order of the ‘Templars as at that time 
dissolved, and regard all those examinations, enquiries, confes- 
sions, trials and councils which succeeded, as mere phantoms of 
justice, conjured up by that crafty prince, to dazzle the eyes of 
his subjects and sanctify the depravity of his own conduct. By 
keeping this circumstance in view, the intelligent reader will be en- 
abled to understand the minute, though sometimes contradictory, 
details of historians, respecting the trial and confessions of the 
Knights Templars ; and, notwithstanding the veil of justice with 
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which the Judges attempted to cover their proceedings, he will be 
enabled to develope the detestable principles upon which their 
trial was conducted, and the still more detestable motives which in- 
vited Clement V. to partake in the guilt of Philip the Fair. 

The most formidable argument by which Barruel supports his 
opinions, is drawn from the confessions of the Templars. He main- 
tains that the avowals of the Knights were free from compulsion, 
and that no set of men could be so base as to accuse their brethren 
of crimes, of which they believed them to be entirely innocent. But 
the fallacy of his reasoning will appear from the slightest reflection. 
It is a curious, though unquestionable fact, that, when an avowal 
must be made, men are more ready to accuse themselves of crimes 
of which they have never been guilty, than to confess those which 
they have actually committed.—Such as have attended to the oper- 
ation of their own minds, particularly in the earlier part of life, 
will acquiesce in this extraordinary truth ; and those who have not 
had occasion to observe it, will find, upon consideration, that it is 
consonant to the constitution of the human mind. When a man 
confesses himself guilty of a crime which he has really perpetrated, 
he is exposed, not only to the reproaches of his own conscience, 
but to those of the world; and, should he, at any time, retract his 
confession, he must be aware that every subsequent enquiry would 
only confirm the truth of his first deposition. But when a man, from 
a principle of fear, acknowledges the truth of accusations with 
which he has been unjustly loaded, a sense of his integrity and in- 
nocence supports him under the opprobrium of the world, and he 
is conscious that his character will be vindicated by every investiga- 
tion, and that the confessions which he himself made, may at any 
time be proved to have been the offspring of necessity. Such un- 
doubtedly were the feelings by which the Templars were actuated. 
Convinced that the crimes they were desired to acknowledge, were 
ofsuch an unnatural kind that they could never be imputed, by 
any reasonable man, to a numerous and hitherto respectable frater- 
nity, they yielded to the solicitations of their persecutors; with 
the well grounded hope that future enquiry would remove the stain 


which the irresistible desire of self-preservation had prompted them ° 


to throw upon their character. From this very consideration, in- 
deed, namely, from the nature of the crimes charged upon the 
Templars, have many eminent historians maintained the innocence 
of that unhappy order. But were we even toallow, with Barruel, 
in opposition to all history, that the avowals of the Knights were 
free and numerous ; by an application of the principles already 
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laid down, we would, from that circumstance, prove the inno- 
cence, and not the guilt of the Templars. 

It is not, however, upon speculative principles alone, that we 
can account for the confessions and subsequent recantations of the 
Knights. There are, fortunately some historical facts, which fur- 
nish a rational explanation of their conduct; but which Barruel ei- 
ther from ignorance or design, has totally overlooked. About the 
commencement of the whole affair, Molay, the Grand Master of the 
order, had been examined at Paris. From the causes which we 
have already explained, but, particularly, from a dread of those 
torments, to which an obstinate avowal of his innocence would 
expose him, he made every confession which his persecutors de- 
manded ; but he, at the same time, transmitted circular letters to 
an immense number of his brethren, requesting them to make the 
same confessions with himself; for it was only by submissive con- 
duct, that they could hope to disarm the fury of their enemies, and 
avert the blow which was threatened to their order. Agreeably to 
the request of Molay,many of the ‘Templars made the same acknowl- 
edgments ; while others, whose morality was more inflexible, and 
whose courage was more undaunted, disdained to do evil, that 
good might come, and persevered unto death in the avowal of their 
own innocence and that of their order. Molay, however, and those 
knights who had followed his example, soon perceived, that,though 
their submissions had protected them from injury as individuals, 
they nad, nevertheless inflamed the rage of Philip against the order; 
and, being now convinced, that their acknowledgments of guilt had 
produced an effect opposite to what they expected, they boldly re- 
tracted their former avowals, and adopted that intrepid conduct, 
of which we have already given a short account. ‘There is another 
circumstance tonnected with this part of our subject, which, though 
not taken notice of by historians, is well deserving of the reader’s 
attention. It is asserted by all contemporary writers, whether the 
friends or adversaries of the Templars, that all those Knights, who 
maintained their innocence, were condemned either to death, or toa 
punishment equally severe ; while all who confessed, and adhered 
to their confessions, were either completely acquitted, or sentenced 
to a few days fasting and prayer, or a short imprisonment. It is al- 
lowed by these historians, and even by Barruel, that a very consid- 
erable number of the Templars were altogether ignorant of the 
crimes perpetrated by the rest, and that some who were privy to 
them, were not partakers in their guilt. In which class, then, are 
we to rank those innocent men? Among those who suffered, or 
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among those who were saved? If among the former, their enemies 
were guilty of the most flagrant injustice and cruelty, in consuming 
the innocent on the same pile with the guilty. If among the latter, 
they must have been compelled to confess themselves guilty of 
crimes, of which they were completely innocent. 

In order to show that the confessions of the Templars were vol- 
untary, and not extorted by the rack, Barruel is obliged to deny 
facts which are admitted by every historian. But lest his readers 
should not be so sceptical on that point as himself, he takes care to 
inform them, that the bishops declared, that all whose confessions 
were extorted by the rack, should be regarded as innocent, and that 
no Templar should be subject to it; that Clement V. rather favor- 
ed the Templars, and that he sent the most venerable persons to 
interrogate those, whose age and infirmities prevented them from 
appearing before him. But who, pray, were those aged and infirm 
Templars to whom Clement is so compassionate? Were they men 
who were smarting under diseases inflicted by the hand of Heaven? 
Were they men whose aged limbs were unfit for the fatigues of a 
journey, or whose grey hairs had excited the pity of the Roman Pon- 
tiff? No--they were a few undaunted knights, whom the blood- 
extorting screws of their tormentors had tortured and disabled ; 
whose flesh had been lacerated on the rack. and whose bones had 
been disjointed, or broken on the wheel.—These are the men, who, 
in the language of the above writer, were prevented by their age 
and infirwities from travelling to Poictiers, or who, in the more 
simple stile of the Pope himself, were unable to ride on horseback, 
or to bear any other method of conveyance, whatsoever. Such was 
that mildness of Clement which Barruel applauds! And such too, 
we may add, the integrity of Barruel ! 

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the character of our ances- 
tors from the accusations of their enemies, it will be necessary to 
make a few remarks respecting the ceremonial observances which 
are attributed tothem and their posterity, by the author of the me- 
moirs of Jacobinism. But this, our enemies well know, is forbid- 
den ground, on which Freemasons are prohibited to enter by the 
laws of theirorder. It is here, consequently, that the most numer- 
ous, and apparently the most successful attacks have been made, 
for we can be provided with no means of defence without laying 
open the mysteries of the fraternity. Conscious of the disadvan- 
tages under which the Freemasons labour, their adversaries have 
fabricated the most frightful and foolish ceremonies, and imposed 
them upon the world as the ceremonies of Masonry. Among this 
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number, may be reckoned those rites and oaths which Barruel as- 
cribes tothe Templars and their posterity, but which, we solemnly 
aver, have no connexion either with the one or with the other; and, 
were we permitted to divulge to the world the whole of our ritual 
system, many who have duped the public by deceitful information, 
would stand abashed at their conduct, while others, who have con- 
fided in such information, would be astonished at the extent of their 
credulity. Then might Freemasons defy, as they have done in 
every other point, the fabrications of the malicious, and the conjec- 
tures of the ignorant. Then, too, might they mock at the ingenuity 
ofthe wise. Butasthey are bound to preserve from public view the 
rights of their order, it is highly disingenuous to assail them in a 
quarter where resistance is impossible, and where every unprinci- 
pled man may triumph with impunity. Is not this to assassinate 
an enemy with his hands tied behind his back? Is not this to re- 
proach a foe who is deprived of the organs of utterance? 


[Impossibility of the public in general ever knowing the mysteries of se- 
cret associations. ] 


But there is another important consideration, which, while it 
points out in amore striking manner the disingenuity of such con- 
duct, should at the same time, incite the candid enquirer to reject 
every calumny against secret associations, arising from reports con- 
cerning their rites and ceremonies. If ever the secrets of Free- 
masonry were betrayed, they must have been betrayed by men 
who were completely destitute of religious principle ; who paid 
no respect to those ties which unite the members of civil, as well as 
secret associations ; who, in short, neither feared God, nor regarded 
man. Suppose, then, a person, pretending to be a Freemason, of- 
ered to communicate, either to an individual, or to the public, the 
rites and ceremonies of hisorder. What degree of credit should 
men of probity attach to the information which they might in this 
way receive ? A person addresses them under the character of a 
perjurer, offering to violate the most solemn engagements, and to di- 
vulge mysteries which have been concealed for ages. He may 
give them accurate information, or he may not. If the secrets which 
he offers to betray, have been hitherto unknown, there is no pos- 
sible way of ascertaining the truth of this deposition. And it is 
rather to be suspected, that he will dupe his auditors by false infor- 
mation, than trample upon an engagement, guarded by the most 
awful sanctions. He might, indeed, confirm by an oath, the truth 
of his asseveration; but ashe must have violated an oath equally 
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solemn, no man of sense will give him the smallest credit. But 
supposing that he really divulges the secrets and ceremonies of Free- 
masonry, it is clear he has not understood their real import, or, at 
least, that they have made no impression upon his mind. It is al- 
most certain, therefore, that from ignorance, or misapprehension of 
their meaning, he will exhibit, under an aspect calculated to excite 
ridicule, those rites and ceremonies, which, if properly explained, 
would command admiration. If then it be so difficult for the uninit- 
iated to discover the secrets of Freemasonry, and still more so to 
ascertain their signification, if they should discover them ; what 


must we think of those men who open their ears to every slanderous 


tale against Freemasons, which unprincipled men may impose upgn 
their credulity? What must we think of those who reproach and vil- 
ify our order, upon the uncertain reports of cunning and interest- 
ed men? We appeal to the impartial reader, if they are not equal- 
ly base with the informers themselves. 

Such are the considerations by which we would attempt to repel 
those charges and distorted facts, with which Barruel has calumni- 
ated the character and disfigured the History of the Templars.— 
They will be sufficient, we hope, to remove those erroneous impres- 
sions which the perusal of the Memoirs of Jacobinism may have left 
upon the reader’s mind. Although we have adopted the opin- 
ion of those who maintain the innocence of that unfortunate order, 
we cannot coincide with them in believing, that as individuals, 
they were free from blame. ‘The Templars were possessed of the 
same corrupted nature, and influenced by the same passions as their 
fellow men; and they were, unquestionably, exposed to more strong 
and numerous temptations. Some of the knights, therefore, may 
have been guilty of crimes, and these too of an aggravated kind, 
which by astrange, though not uncommon mistake, might have been 
transferred to their order. But it never was proved that they were 
traitors, child-murderers, regicides, and infidels. A certain class 
of historians, indeed, have imputed to them such iniquities, and, 
when unable to establish their assertions, have fixed upon their or- 
der the more probable crimes of drunkenness and debauchery. But 
amidst all these accusations, we hear nothing of that valor which first 
raised the Templars to pre-eminence ; nothing of that charity and 
beneficence which procured them the respect of contemporaries ; 
nothing of that fortitude and patience which most of them exhibit- 
ed on the rack and in the flames. In their case it has been too true, 
that 

** The evil which men do lives after them ; 
The good is oft interred with their bones.”’ 10 
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But, allowing the Templars to be as guilty as their enemies have 
represented them ; upon what principles of sound reasoning, or of 
common sense, does Barruel transfer their guilt to the fraternity of 
Freemasons ? Is it absolutely necessary, that the son should inherit 
the bodily disease, and the mental debility of his forefathers ; or is 
it fair, that one order, proposing to itself the same object, and insti- 
tuted upon the same principles as another, should be charged also 
with the same crimes? Certainly not.%? If virtue and vice were he- 
reditary qualities, we might arrogate to ourselves much honor from 
our connexion with the Templars; but as we have not been ap- 
plauded for a 'T’emplar’s virtues, we should not be reproached for a 
Templar’s crimes.4° But the reasoning of Barruel is as repugnant 
tothe dictates of experience, as it is to those of common sense.— 
Were not the inhabitants of England, at one period, fanatics, rebels, 
and regicides? But where now is the nation that is more liberal 
in its religion, and more steady in its loyality ! Did not the French, 
at one time torture, burn and massacre their fellow citizens, from 
the fury of their religious zeal, and the strength of their attach- 
ment to the catholic comnfunion ? But what nation under heaven 
is at present less influenced by religious principles, and less attach- 
ed to the church of Rome! Did not the rulers of France, at one 
time, torment and assassinate hundreds of the ‘Templars, because 
they deemed them infidels, traitors and regicides? And have we 
not seen, in these latter days, the very rulers of France them- 
selves, infidels, traitors and regicides! But if the impartial reader 
should, upon farther inquiry, give credit to the guilt of the 'Tem- 
plars ; in order to remove the imputed stain which has been trans- 
ferred to Freemasons, it may be sufficient to address him in the 
words of the poet, 


Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis.41 


[Connection between Chivalry and Freemasonry. ] 


About the time of the Knights Templars, chivalry had arrived 


39. And is it not equally unfair and disengenuous to criminate and 
denounce a whole society for the crimes or misdemeanors of a few mis- 
guided members ? 


40. Than the present order of Templars, we believe there does not 
exist a more honorable and ingenuous society of men in Christendom. 


41. The times are changed, and men are changed with them.—‘‘ Men 
change with fortune, manners change with climes ; tenets with books, 
and principles with time.”’ 
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at its highest-perfection. It had its existence, indeed, prior to 
this period, but as it continued to influence the minds of men long 
after the destruction of that unhappy order, it was thought pro- 
per to defer its consideration till the present stage of our history. 
When chivalry made its first appearance, the moral and political 
condition of Europe was in every respect deplorable. The reli- 
gion of Jesus existed only in name. A degraded superstition had 
usurped its place, and threatened ruin to the reason and dignity of 
man. The political rights of the lower orders were sacrificed to 
the interest of the great. War wascarried on with a degree of 
savage cruelty equalled only by the sanguinary contentions of 
the beasts of prey ; no clemency was shown to the vanquished ; 
no humanity to the captive. The female sex, even were sunk 
below their natural level ; they were doomed to the most laborious 
occupations, and were deserted ,and despised by that very sex, 
on whose protection and sympathy they have so natural a claim.— 
To remedy these disorders, a few intelligent and pious men form- 
ed an association, whose members swore to defend the Christian 
religion, to practise its morals, to protect its widows, orphans, and 
the weaker sex ; and to decide judicially, and not by arms, the 
disputes that might arise about their goods or effects. It was 
from this association, undoubtedly, that chivalry arose ; and not 
as some think, from the public investiture with arms which was 
customary among the ancient Germans. But,’ wherever was its 
origin, chivalry produced a considerable change in the manners 
and sentiments of the great. It could not, indeed, eradicate that 
ignorance and depravity which engendered those awful evils that 
we have already enumerated. It has softened, however, the fe- 
rocity of war. It has restored the fair sex to that honorable rank 
which they now possess, and which at all times they are entitled 
to hold. It has inspired those sentiments of generosity, sympathy 
and friendship, which have contributed so much to the civiliza- 
tion of the world ; and has introduced that principle of honour, 
which, though far from being a laudable motive to action, often 


checks the licentious, when moral or religious considerations would ° 


have no impression upon their minds. 

Such was the origin of chivalry, and such the blessings which 
it imparted. ‘That it was a branch of Freemasonry, may be in- 
ferred from a variety of considerations, from the consent of those 
who have made the deepest researches into the one, and who 
were intimately acquainted with the spirit, rites, and ceremonies 
of the other. ‘They were both ceremonial institutions. Important 
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precepts were communicated to the members of each, for the reg- 
ulation of their conduct as men, and as brethren of the order.-— 
The ceremonies of chivalry, lke those of Freemasonry, though 
unintelligible to the vulgar, were always symbolical of some im- 
portant truths. The object of both institutions was the same, and 
the members bound themselves, by an oath, to promote it with 
ardour and zeal. In chivalry there were also different degrees of 
honour, through which the youths were obliged to pass before they 
were invested with the dignity of knighthood ; and the Knights, 
like Freemasons, were formed into fraternities or orders, distin- 
guished by different appellations. 

From these circumstances of resemblance, we do not mean to in- 
fer that chivalry was Freemasonry ; we mean only to show that 
the two institutions were intimately connected ; that the former 
took its origin from the latter, and borrowed from it, not only 
some of its ceremonial observances, but the leading features, and 
the general outline of its constitution. ‘These points of similarity, 
indeed, are in some cases so striking, that several learned men have 
affirmed that I'reemasonry was a secondary order of chivalry, and 
derived its origin from the usages of that institution. From what 
reasons these authors deduce the forms of Freemasonry from the 
ceremonies of chivalry, it is impossible to conjecture. ‘The only ar- 
gument which they deduce, is the similarity of the institutions ; but 
they do not consider, that this proves, with equal force, that I’ree- 
masonry is the parent of chivalry. We have already shown that 
there were many secret institutions among the ancients, but partic- 
ularly the Fraternity of Dionysian architects, which resembled 
Freemasonry in every thing but the name ; and it requires no proof 
that these fraternities arose many hundred years before the exis- 
tence of chivalry. Ifthen, there be any resemblance between the 
institutions which we have been comparing, we must consider Free- 
masonry as the fountain, and chivalry only as the stream. The 
one was adapted to the habits of intelligent artists, and could flour- 
ish only in times of civilization and peace ; the other was accom- 
modated to the dispositions of a martial age, and could exist only in 
seasons of ignorance and war. With these observations, indeed, 
the history of both fraternities entirely corresponds. In the en- 
lightened ages of Greece and Rome, when chivalry was unknown, 
Freemasonry flourished under the sanction of government, and 
the patronage of intelligent men. But during the reign of Gothic 
ignorance and barbarity, which followed the destruction of imperi- 
al Rome, Freemasonry languished in obscurity, while chivalry 
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succeeded in its place, and proposed to accomplish the same ob- 
ject by different means, which, though more rough and violent, 
were better suited to the manners of the age. 
and literature revived in Europe, and scattered those clouds of ig- 
norance and barbarism with which she had been overshadowed, 
chivalry decayed along with the manners that gave it birth, while 
Freemasonry arose with increased splendour, and advanced with 
the same pace as civilization and refinement. 
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Zion’s Advocate. 


THE ARK OF GOD. 


Trembling with years and worn with care, 
Old Eli sat by Shiloh’s gate, 

Breathing his sole in silent prayer, 
Anxious for warring Israel’s fate. 


For on the distant hostile plain 

The ranks had once been put to flight ; 
And proud Philistia’s host again 

Was formed to renew the fight. 


He turned his ear to catch each sound, 
That floated from the battle ground, 
For his sons were on that field of blood, 
And had in charge the Ark of God. 


At last a cry fell on his ear, 

That told him Shiloh was distress’d ; 
And a soldier from the camp drew near, 
And through the crowd to Eli press’d. 


The old man cried, **what news, my son ?”’ 
On his pall’d brow a cold sweat stood, 

‘© Has Israel fought? Is the battle done? 
How fares it with the Ark of God?’’ 


‘Israel has fought, and fallen too, 

And thousands bleed upon the plain ; 
Those who survive are weak and few, 
And I saw thy sons among the slain.”’ 


** But the Ark of God,”’ the old man aled, 
And raised to heaven his sightless eyes ; 
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“The Ark is lost,’’ the man replied, 
‘*And proud Philistia bears the prize.”’ 


9 


‘¢ The Ark is lost! then woe is me ; 
And his cheek grew pale as marble stone, 
And he fell to the earth like a forest tree, 
For the Patriarch’s soul to his God had flown. 








DEFENCE OF MASONRY. 


NUMBER III. 





We are told by our adversaries, that we have no inysteries worth 
inviolable confidence. On this point we shall not dispute with 
them ; and if they believed what they alledge, they would mani- 
fest less distemperature of mind, and let us alone. And again, they 
pronounce our mystic chain of communication, by which strangers 
become instantly friends, a deception, delusive and useless: If 
they believed themselves in this too, they might smile at our weak- 
ness ; but would never feel that malignant spirit of envy and hat- 
red, that should lead them to threaten an ancient and respectable 
Society with violence, plunder and extermination. Neither shall 
we dispute with them on this point: the truth would have little im- 
pression upon such cavillists and revilers. But to those to whom I 
address myself, I will explain the use of this mystic dialect. 
| The symbolic language, which Freemasonry alone possesses, is a 
medium of communication, by which a Christian brother—no mat- 
ter what his mother-tongue may have been—gains at once an ac- 
cess to the bosom of the Turk, the Arab, or the Chinese, and re- 4 
poses there in safety. It is not merely a vehicle, to make known 
the wants of humanity, toa stranger of an unknown speech ; for 
that language nature herself has bestowed upon all her children, of 
whatever country or tongue: But it isa language, which informs 
the stranger, that you have been received into the mysterious or- 
der to which he belongs—that you have been tried and accepted as 
a worthy and deserving brother, to whom, as such, he is thribly 
bound. And I cannot forbear admonishing every generous and 
worthy man, who would hear and decide in the spirit of candor and 
of truth ; that this universal tie is not an empty, unmeaning, spirit- 
less obligation: as a free and accepted Mason, having been found 
worthy to be entrusted with the higher and more essential keys of 
the Order, | have a claim in every Lodge throughout the Globe, to 
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a portion of that charity fund which every Lodge holds in sacred 
trust, for distressed worthy brethren of all countries: And I should 
no more be denied my share of it, in the hour of want, on the banks 
of the Euphrates, the ‘Tigris, the Ganges, the Indus, the Nile, or 
the Hoang-ho, than I should in the house of my father or my broth- 
er. If this be ‘* delusion,” then, indeed, is Christian benevolence 
and brotherly-love, ‘‘delusion:” But call it what you will, it is a 
theory, in the beauty and practice of which I hope to live and die. 

It is no cause of marvel, that the narrow and miserly soul does 
not understand the advantages of this beautiful and noble institu- 
tion; for such have not the heart to enjoy the luxury of doing good. 
But the intelligent and benevolent mind will comprehend and duly 
appreciate the benefit of such an universal brotherhood, when I in- 
form him, that the Fraternity in Ohio, have, more than once, fur- 
nished the means of restoring the unfortunate soldier, mariner, and 
adventurer, in Southern America, to the bosom of his wife and chil- 
dren on the continent of Europe. 

On the utility of this universal medium of communication, the 
authors of the Cyclopedias, which I have consulted, speak thus :— 
‘It is certain that its signs serve as a universal language, so that 
by means of them, people of the most distant nations may become 
acquainted, and enter into friendships with one another. This 
must be allowed to be a circumstance of no small importance and util- 
ily, to those who travel distant regions, and wish to find associates 
and friends even among strangers.” 

‘The universal principles of Masonry, operate so powerfully to 
unite men of the most opposite tenets, of the most contradictory 
opinions, and of the most distant countries, that in every nation a 
Mason finds a friend, and in every clime a _ peaceful residence. — 
Should we range through the broad, extensive plains of Europe, or 
ascend the lofty Alps, we should continually meet a happy recep- 
ticn from our brethren, who are labourers with us, in the “‘ Great 
Temple of Masonry.” Should we fly to the North, and visit the 
icy coasts of Greenland, or to the South, ’mid Afric’s tawny sons, 
we should there find a ** Friend who sticketh closer than a brother;” 
and one who would freely extend the arm of Charity to our relief. 
‘* Should we, on the beams of the morning, be transported to the re- 
motest corners of Asia,” we should find, even among the distant 
Chinese, the fierce roving Arabs, and the “ wild, wandering Tar- 
tars,” here and there one, who could speak the true language of 
Masonry, and could explain to us the moral use of our emblems and 
our jewels. Yea, and should we travel down the banks of the Eu- 
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phrates, traverse the snores of the Indus, and the plains beyond the 
Ganges, we should meet with the descendants of those illustrious 
Masons who wrought with our Grand Masters, Hiram and Solo- 
mon, at the building of the Temple at Jerusalem! They received 
the sublime mysteries from their fathers, and work with us upon the 
same noble plan. The ligaments of our union are indissoluble, and 
our benevolent affections for each other, will expire only with Ma- 
sonry itself. 

There is one objection, often urged against the Masonic Institu- 
tion, which, to some pious persons, carries with it much weight, and 
deserves an explicit and ample reply: Sucha reply I will give, in 
a laconic manner however ; and doubt not, I will satisfy the most 
scrupulous. It is said our Society is not founded in Christianily ; 
but is adverse to it. Those who make this objection, forget that 
the Masonic Institution was founded, at least, four hundred years 
before the advent of Him who “ brought life and immortality to 
light:” that its design, its primitive features, and its beautiful form, 
were laid and moulded in the ‘* House of Israel,” “* the chosen peo- 
ple of God:” that it was intended asa mystic chain of connection 
between all nations and tongues ; to unite the child of Zoroaster 
and the son of Confucius with the disciples of Moses and the chil- 
dren of Israel. It has, in fact, no more tendency to seduce the 
Christian to deism, than the Gospel of Jesus itself, which teaches us 
**to love our enemies.” Why then should Christians, any more 
than Jews, or the followers of Mahomet, proscribe its faith, or anath- 
ematise its universal philanthropy ? 

Why should we make a school of theology of our Halls ? Should 
we do so, we must necessarily adopt some system, and exclude oth- 
ers. Suppose then we should adopt the Christian faith, and ex- 
clude all but Christians from the light and benefit of our scientific 
mysteries: We should, in that case, exclude 617,000,000 of beings, 
of the 800,000,000—the sum total of the human species. ‘These 
eight hundred millions, Mr. Bellamy says, in his *‘ History of all 
Religions,” ‘‘ have for their rule of faith, three books, which are 
esteemed as revelations of the Divine Will: 1. Those who receive 
the Sacred Scriptures: 2. 'The Mahometans, who receive the Ko- 
ran: 3. 'The Pagans, who have their own writings. One hundred 
and eighty three millions only, are Christians.” Hence, by adopt- 
ing as an article of faith, the Gospel of Christ, we despoil the Insti- 
tution of Masonry of one of its original and most interesting fea- 
tures ; one that distinguishes no other Society on earth ; the broad 
and philanthropic shield which she throws over the whole human 
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family: She draws to her bosom the universe of man. Where 
want, penury, affliction, misery and the ministers of death, are 
sporting with their unarmed victims, in all the gloomy vicissitudes 
of fortune and of life; Freemasonry, with her mystic smiles, ap- 
proaches the suffering object, and extends relief—if that be in the 
power of man—nor asks the son of Abraham to renounce his father’s 
God, nor the child of Mahomet to curse his name! If there bea 
Christian who would proscribe this universal sympathy and good 
will to all men, let him interrogate his own bosom in the language 
of the Lawyer to our Saviour: “ Who is my neighbour?” And 
when he shall have become satisfied, that the conduct of the good 
Samaritan furnishes the answer, I will say unto him that, the spirit 
of Freemasonry teaches the brethren throughout the world to—‘* Go 
and do ye likewise.” 

And here I feel it incumbent on me, to excuse the Fraternity, as 
a charitable and moral institution, from the imputation too often 
cast upon it, on account of the erratic deportment, immoral conduct 
or vices, of some of its members. I am aware that we are obnox- 
ious to such a charge, so far as a Society is amenable to the public for 
the aberrations of its members: And I plead guilty to it; and can 
offer no excuse, but the stupendous weakness of human nature, and 
the imperfection of all human wisdom. Could we enter the heart 
of a candidate, and try it, with the plumb and square, and weigh 
it in the masonic balance ; and could we also, look into futurity and 
know that his moral and masonic edifice would not become a living 
ruin, we could protect ourselves against a blemish which we see and 
feel more sensibly than others can. To us it is no consolation that 
other societies are alike imperfect and unfortunate ; for we would 
that they were pure, even while we remain with all our imperfec- 
tions about us. 

However, the principles of our Institution, and all the moral and 
social inculcations of our mysteries and symbols, while they almost 
irresistibly tend to restrain the constant and well informed brother 
from vice and immorality, add a double weight of condemnation to 
him who errs. We believe that ‘ faith without works is dead”—— 
‘that though we speak with the tongues of men and angels, and 
have not Charity, we have become as sounding brass and tinkling 
symbals:” that the ceremonial law will save no more. Hence if 
the world are deceived in us, as to these things, the Craft have no 
excuse, for the light shineth constantly before them: and they know 
that, he is not always a “‘ Jew who is one outwardly.” He who is 


often most fluent in our language ; most expert in the evolution of 
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our outward signs and ceremonies, and bedecks himself the richest 
in the costume of the Order, is not always profoundly versed in the 
deep lore and language of the Craft, or the essential mysteries which 
ancient symbolic Masonry unfolds to purer and brighter minds:— 
He, therefore, is ‘‘ as sounding brass, a tinkling symbal.” The 
time, talent, patience, perseverance and sound heart, requisite to 
explore, successfully and profitably, the arcana of ancient Ireema- 
sonry, he never brought to the work. Itis not, therefore, a matter 
of wonder, that he has not discovered the beauties, and felt the 
power of the Masonic mysteries ; nor is it a matter of surprise, that 
we find such occasionally lost in the follies, the vices and abomina- 
tions of the world. They are hke the professors of religion, who 
have attended over-zealously to the outward forms, rites and cere- 
monies of worship, while inwardly they have remained cold and 
unmoved. 

**A man may be sufficiently able to acquit himself in every test 
that is laid down by our present Institution, to prove his regular in- 
itiation therein, and also to show that he is not unacquainted with 
its general principles ; and yet at the same time he may be totally 
ignorant and undeserving of the more valuable parts of the ancient 
Society. These, like the aduta of the ancient temples, are hid from 
vulgar eyes. It is not every one who is barely initiated into Free- 
masonry, that is entrusted with all the great mysteries thereto be- 
longing.”-—Calcott. ‘* Noone can, with more truth, be calleda 
Freemason, merely by passing through a few, unimportant ceremo- 
nies, than he can be called a Mathematician, who is ignorant of the 
science of numbers and magnitude, or than that man, who is unac- 
quainted with T'acticks, can be termed a General, merely because 
he wears the uniform of the army.”’—Masonic Minstrel ‘ Free- 
masonry, therefore, we see, deals in hieroglyphics, symbols, allego- 
ries ; and to be qualified to reveal their meaning, a man must know 
more than a mere nominal Mason : the full interpretation of them 
is in select hands—has been committed only to those of tried fideli- 
ty, who conceal it with suitable care : others, if not deficient in in- 
tellect, yet wanting industry or inclination to explore the Penetra- 
lia of the Temple, are not qualified, if willing, to betray it.”— 
Phillips’ Freemason’s Companion. Say now, candid reader, would 
you put any more confidence in a mere ‘nominal Mason,” than 
you would in a mere nominal Christian ? If you would not—what 


confidence can you place in the disclosures of Morgan and his dis- 
ciples 2 
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WHAT IS THAT, MOTHER? 


BY THE REV. G. W. DOANE. 


What is that mother? 
The lark, my child! 

The moon has but just looked out and smiled 
When he starts from his humble, grassy nest, 
And is up and away, with the dew on his breast 
And a hymn in his heart, to yon pure bright sphere, 
To warble it out in his maker’s ear: 

Ever, my child, be thy morning lays 

Tuned, like the lark’s, to thy maker’s praise. 


What is that, mother? 
The dove, my son! 

And that low sweet voice, like a widow’s moan, 
Is flowing out from her gentle breast, 
Constant and pure, by that lonely nest, 
As the wave is pored from some crystal urn, 
For her distant dear one’s quick return: 

Ever, my son, be thou like the dove, 

In friendship as faithful, as constant to love! 


What is that, mother? 
; The eagle, boy! 
Proudly careering his course of joy; 
Firm, on his own mountain vigor relying, 
reasting the dark storm, the red bolt defying; 
His wing on the wind, and his eye on the sun, 
He swerves not a hair, but bears onward, right on: 
Boy! may the eagle’s flight ever be thine, 
Onward, and upward, and true to the line! 


What is that, mother? 
The swan, my love! 
He is floating down from his native grove; 
No loved one now, no nestling nigh, 
He is floating down by himself to die ; 
Death darkens his eye, and unplumes his wings, 
Yet the sweetest song is the last he sings: 
Live so, my love, that when death shall come, 
Swan-like and sweet, it may waft thee home! 








v 

















oe . 





84 THE AMARANTH ; [June 


ADDRESS, 


Delivered before Lafayette Encampment, at Hudson, N. Y. 
By Greorce Howarp, D.G. C. 


Sir Knights of Lafayette Encampment : 


Your unanimous suffrages have published to the world, the 
names and rank of those who are to conduct the destinies of this 
sacred institution ; an institution based on those immortal truths 
which are recorded on the fair pages of the blessed gospel, and ded- 
icated to deeds of charity and love. The solemn ceremonies of in- 
stallation have been performed, and the organization of your en- 
campment is complete. In you we behold the representatives of 
those valiant champions, those godlike warriors, who waged an ex- 
terminating warfare upon the enemies of Emanvex: who tore the 
bloody crescent from the abhorrent front of infidelity, and who, 
when the cruel strife had ceased, deposited, in the perfect spirit of 
faithful pilgrims, their trophies and their arms at the foot of a Re- 
deeming Cross. , 

_ On this happy occasion, sir knights, companions of the altar, and 
brethren of the square, I hail you with transport ; and greet you 
with the kind salutation of pure and unsophisticated friendship.— 
Within these walls, consecrated by the genius of masonry, as the 
hallowed asylum of the craft, there is a pleasing charm which rests 
upon the soul, a heavenly sympathy which glows with unabated ar- 
dor in each masonic breast, and tells us, in Nature’s strongest lan- 
guage, that man, divested of his sensual habits, is the fair emblem 
of innocence ; and the heir apparent of a blessed immortality. 

** Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ; 

‘* It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts 
of his garments ; 

** As the dew of Hermon and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord commanded the blessing, 
even life for evermore.” 

No wonder the tongue of Israel’s favorite broke out in admiration 
of a subject so well calculated to swell the soul with heavenly plea- 
sures. It is not astonishing that the tender sympathies should be 
awakened by contemplations so highly interesting ; nor is it singu- 
lar, that when kindred spirits meet upon the level, they shvuld pre- 
pare their minds for the solemn duties in which they are about to 


























1829] OR MASONIC GARLAND. 85 


engage, by repeating this most grateful salutation. It is the con- 
templation of such important subjects, that kindles the sacred flame 
of fellowship within the breast, that lulls the ruder passions to re- 
pose and softens all the cares of life. 

But, my brethren, human nature is composed of gross materials. 
Our frail bodies, which bear the lovely impress of divinity, are sub- 
ject to foul disease, and we hold our grand levees in the very court 
where the genius of death presides. Our minds are like a mirror, 
upon whose impartial surface is reflected our virtues and our vices, 
and it isonly by a firm and steadfast resolution, to persevere in the 
practice of virtue, that we are to avoid the anguish of a wounded 
conscience. 

In conducting the affairs of this Encampment, Sir Knights, you 
are to be governed solely by the godlike principles which adorn the 
meek and lowly followers of our Immortal Grand Commander.— 
Those frenzied passions which lead to the commission of deeds un- 
lawful and impure, those unholy fires, generated by the corruption 
of the heart, and fed with the tears of victims sacrificed upon the 
altars of human pride, the dark catalogue of errors that disturb the 
peace and destroy the social tie which binds man to his fellow, must 
be driven far from this temple of innocence, that the pure flame of 
brotherly love may ascend in grateful perfume from your peaceful 
altars. 

Does unwarrantable ambition intrude upon your sanctuary, give 
it to the four winds of heaven, that it may be scattered in desola- 
tion’s track, and be destroyed forever. 

Should avarice rear her hideous head and attempt to paralyze the 
arm of Charity, sever it from the unhallowed trunk, and hang it 


upon the mountain’s towering height, as a warning to the faithless 
and unwise. 


If discord, that fell destroyer of social intercourse, obtrude upon 
the labors of the craft, bury it in its own ponderous ruins and con- 
sign its hated image to endless oblivion. 

If strife be permitted to exist among you, let it be generated by 
that nobleness of heart which urges to deeds of Charity, and which 
emanates from a desire to be conspicuous in the rank of Philanthro- 
py- Let the shouts of thankful indigence proclaim the happiness 
you have experienced in softening human woe. The rising sigh, 
you oft have hushed inthe orphan’s tender bosom, shall plead for 
you at the throne of majesty divine; and if, perchance, in the be- 
-wildered mazes of a misguided fancy, you may have erred, and the 
great page of your account shall be stained by the frailness of your 
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nature, the tears of the lonely widow, whom you have relieved, as 
they fall upon the record of your transgressions, shall wash them 
from the book of remembrance forever. 

‘Tf angels weep in heaven, they weep for virtue in distress.— 
Cherubims view with delight the exercise of charity, and saints in 
rapture touch their golden harps when man performs a god-like ac- 
tion.” 

The destinies of this encampment, Sir Knights, are now commit- 
tedto your charge. You have taken upon yourselves a responsi- 
bility which, I hope and trust will be discharged in the true faith of 
worthy Templars. You have the bright example of those illustri- 
ous chiefs who proudly triumphed over pagan hosts, those stubborn 
souls whom bigotry could not conquer or adversity subdue ; and 
those christian martyrs who exchanged the agonies of the stake for 
a paradise of bliss, to stimulate you in the exercise of virtue. Let 
the finger of hope point you to the cross on Calvary’s mount, and the 
sweet whispers of faith assure you that by this sign you shall sure- 
ly conquer. 

It is with no ordinary degree of pleasure that I congratulate you 
upon the title you have selected for this Encampment. In tracing 
the broad galaxy of knighthood, the eye in vain searches for a more 
splendid object that the star of Lafayette. It beams with unsullied 
lustre ; its sparkling rays emit a thousand charms, and the sons of 
freedom welcome its approach as the harbinger of Happiness and 
Peace. 

The youthful eye of Lafayette looked abroad from the quarries 
of superstition and his eager vision discovered the blessed light of 
liberty dawning in the western world—he beheld our dark plumed 
eagle brooding in melancholy silence over the misfortunes of her 
young—the groans of an oppressed nation sunk deep into his soul— 
distant, as was the cry of distress, it raised him far above the frowns 
of tyranny—-he trod the rugged path which led to the temple of 
freedom ; and pursued, with manly fortitude, its dangerous and 
uncertain way, until the key stone of liberty’s fair arch was safely 
set. He is now reposing in the arms of a grateful people—the fame 
of his deeds is borne on every breeze ; and whenever he moves, 
thousands of thankful voices shout; Gop sLess nim! 






























OR MASONIC GARLAND. 


EMINENT MASONS. 


20.) Francrs—duke of Lorraine, grand duke of ‘Tuscany——was 
initiated into the Order, at a lodge held at the Hague, by virtue of 
a deputation from lord Lovel, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of England, in 1731. At this lodge, Philip Stanhope, earl of Ches- 
terfield, then ambassador there, presided ; Strickland, Esq. 
acted as Deputy, and Benjamin Hadley, Esq. with a Dutch broth- 
er, as Wardens. His royal highness received but two degrees at 
this lodge ; but on his arrival in England, the same year, he was 
advanced to the third degree, at an occasional lodge, convened for 
the purpose at Houghton-hall in Norfolk, the seat of Sir Robert 
Walpole. 2 





21.) Freperrc—Prince of Wales, father to George $d—was in- 
itiated at a special lodge held at the palace of Kew, in 1737. See 
Amaranth, vol. 1. p. 276. sec. 17. 


22.) Frepertc tHE Great.—On the 15th of August, 1738, Fred- 
eric, afterwards king of Prussia, was initiated into Masonry, ina 
lodge held at Brunswick, under the Scot’s constitution, being at 
that time Prince Royal. So highly did he approve of the Institu- 
tion that, on his accession to the throne, he commanded a Grand 
Lodge to be formed at Berlin, and for that purpose obtained a pa- 
tent from Edinburgh. ‘Thus was Masonry regularly established in 
Prussia, and under that sanction it has flourished there ever since. 
His majesty’s attachment to the Society, soon induced him to es- 
tablish several new regulations, for the advantage of the fraternity; 
and among others, he ordained, 1. ‘That no person should be made 
a Mason, unless his character was unimpeachable, and his manner 
of living and profession respectable. 2. That every member should 
pay 25 rix dollars (or 4/. 3s.) for the first degree ; 50 rix: dollars 
(or 8/. 6s.) on his being initiated into the second degree ; and 100 
rix dollars on his being made a Master Mason. 3. That he should 
remain at least three months in each degree : and that every sum 
received should be divided by the Grand ‘Treasurer into three parts; 
one to defray the expenses of the lodge ; another to be applied to 
the relief of distressed brethren ; and the third to be allotted to the 
poor in general. 


23.] Ferrers, Earl--succeeded Lord Aberdour as Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of England, in 1762. During this presidency 
the society seems to have lost much of its consequence. ‘The lodges 
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were not so generally honored with the presence of the nobility as 
formerly : this was occasioned by the injudicious increase of lodges, 
many of which reflected but little credit on the fraternity : a check, 
however, was put to the practice of too freely granting charters, by 
Ke the intervention of Parliament. By the diligence and attention of 
a Gen. John Salter, then Deputy Grand Master, the business of the 
pers sa society was, however, transacted swith regularity, and the charity 
tet fund was considerably increased. Provincial patents were granted 
ies for Jamaica, East Indies, America, Bombay, Grenadas, St. Vincent, 
Dominica, Tobago, Canada, &c. 








DREAMS. 






I go—yet I am siniling, 
8 I weep—yet am not sad,— 


ait Tho’ a dream be all beguiling, 
ee Yet a dream hath made me glad ; 
Abe oat And darkness, like the raven, 
Eilat: May be brooding from afar, 
Be Yet my bark shall leave the haven, 
ay With a dream its polar star ! 





: A form has been before me, 
ia And look was like to thine,— 
witue 4 A cloud hath floated o’er me, 

But its color was divine,— 

I saw the future lying, 

btpate Like a map before my eye,— 
Peay; And that form was still undying,— 
And the cloud has floated by ! 








To make a dream an omen, 
aire To guide me on my way ! 
ioe | ee To trust me to a woman ! 











if kos What will the wise ones say ? 








iy I care not—than the seeming 
H iSuec. They have nothing more to show ,— 
beh: Oh ! there’s many a bliss in dreaming, 


Those wise ones never know ! 




























OR MASONIC GARLAND. 


THE COUNT DE TCLODA’S CHARGE, 


The following discourse, translated from the origit:al French, 
was pronounced at Brunswick, Lower Saxony; where prince Fer- 
dinand is Grand Master, by the Compte de Toloda, at the initiation 
of his son. 

[congratulate you on your admission into the most ancient and 
perhaps the most respectable society in this universe. To you the 
mysteries of masonry are about to be revealed, and so bright a sun 
never showed luster on your eyes. In this awful moment, when 
prostrate at this holy altar, do you not shudder at evey crime, and 
have you not confidence in every virtue? May this reflection in- 
spire you with noble sentiments ; may you be penetrated with a 
religious abhorrence of every vice that degrades human nature, and 
may you feel that elevation of soul which scorns a dishonorable ac- 
tion, and ever invites te the practice of piety and virtue. 

These are the wishes of a father and a brother conjoined. Of you 
the greatest hopes are raised ; let not our expectations be disap- 
pointed. You are the son of a Mason, who glories in the profes- 
sion; and for your zealand attachment, your silence and good 
conduct, your father has already pledged his honor. 

You are now, as a member of this illustrious order, introduced 
as a subject of a new country, whose extent is boundless. Pictures 
are open to your view, where true patriotism is exemplified in glar- 
ing colors, and aseries of transactions recorded which the rude 
hand of time can never erace. The obligation, which influenced 
the first Brutus and Manlius to sacrifice their children to the love 
of their country, are not more sacred than those which bind me to 
support the honor and reputation of this venerable order. 

This moment, my son, you owe to me a second birth; should 
your conduct in life correspond with the principles of Masonry, my 
remaining vears will pass away with pleasure and sativfaetion. Ob- 
serve the great example of our ancient masters, peruse our history 
and our constitutions. ‘The best, the most humane, the bravest, 
and the most civilized of men have been our best patrons. Though 
the vulgar are strangers to our works, the greatest geniuses sprung 
from our order. The most illustrious characters on the earth have 
laid the foundation of their most amiable qualities in Masonry. The 
wisest of princes, Solomon, planned our institution and raised a 
temple to the eternal and supreme ruler of the universe. 


Swear, my son, that you will be atrue and faithful Mason.-- 
12 
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Know, from this moment, that I centre the affection of a parent in 
the name ofa brother and afriend. May your heart be suscepti- 
ble of love and esteem, and may you burn with the same zeal your 
father possesses. Convince the world by your new alliance, you 
are deserving of our favors, and never forget the ties tliat bind you 
to honor and justice. 

View not with indifference the extensive connexions you have 
formed. but let universal benevolence regulate your conduct. Ex- 
ert your abilities in the service of your king and your country, and 
deem the knowledge you have this day attained, the happiest ac- 
quisition of your life. 

Recal to memory the ceremony of your initiation ; learn to bri- 
dle your tongue and govern your passions ; and ere long you will 
have occasion to say, ‘‘in becoming a Mason I truly became a man, 
and while I breath will never disgrace a jewel that kings may prize.” 

If I live, my son, to reap the fruits of this day’s labor, my hap- 
piness will becomplete. I will meet death without a terror, close 
my eyes in peace, and expire without a grone in the arms of a vir- 
tuous and worthy Freemason. 








FASHION AND ANTI-MASONRY. 


Every body knows the progress of Fashion, and how ludicrous 
those appear who live far from the seat of Miss Bon ton, when they 
assume modes of dress which haye long been discarded by the orig- 
inalinventers. Let a person travel from the head quarter of the 
fickle goddess, and by the time he arrives at a distance of two or 
three hundred miles, he imagines by the dress of the people, (unless 
the difference between the cut and make of city and country tailors 
precludes the inference) that he has made a retrogression of two or 
three years in existence; but the grotesque figure of the honest boor 
is generally so unlike the primness of the city dandy, that he is not 
long deceived. He finds that the fantastic fashion which had long 
since fallen into disrepute in his native city, is spreading like an 
infection over the outskirts of the republic. He contemplates upon 
it, after it had passed away, with mingled emotions; in doubts 
whether the whimsical inventers or the servile imitators deserve 
the grest share of ridicule. 

Thus it has been with Anti-Masonry—it raged and spread like 
an epidemic, and made as great havoc in domestic and social 
happiness, as the plagues of Egypt. The ignorant and deluded 
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rallied round the Le Roy standard, like the beau monde round an 
artificial domina imported from a foreign court. The abetters of 
this ignis-fatuus hoped to acquirenotoriety by joining ingthe hue and 
cry against 'reemasonry, and to ride into stations of honour and 
profit over the backs of prostrate superiors. And to give a kind oi 
sanction to the unhallowed scheme, a few priests, who have a much 
higher regard for a benefice than for truth and conscience, were en- 
listed in the campaign. ‘This artifice was quite ingenious, for it is 
well known that there are thousands who have no sentiment of 
their own, and never form an-opinion on any subject till it can be 
derived from what they consider an unerring source—— from their 
ministers. 

But what is the present condition of this anomalous fabric? The 
principal pillars, that supported the anti-masonic, anti-benevolent, 
and anti-humane edifice, are already crumbling into dust; and 
those that are now endeavouring to erect, in regions quite distant 
from the original head quarters of Anti-masonry, what may be com- 
pared to porches, kitchens, and cut-houses to the ignoble temple, 
will find themselves but illy accommodated, when they discover 
that, the main body of the building has sunk beneath the influence 
of reason and common sense. 

Some of the good people of Pennsylvania have lately had an An- 
ti-masonic convention in the city of Lancaster; but their Report 
has no more connection with the principles of Freemasonry, than 
paganism has with christianity. they undoubtedly calculate to fur- 
nish an elegant piazza to Solomon’s house; but if it stands, it must 
stand alone. Nan. Inquirer. 





Ancient Jewel found.-'n a garden in New-Haven there has late- 
ly been found, imbedded in the earth, a masonic ornament, called 
a *‘Past-Grand Master’s Jewel;’ The New-Haven Advertiser 
mentions that a most singular circumstance connected with it is, 
that the date [1763] is anterior to the attainment, by any mason in 
Connecticut, to the dignity of Grand or Past Master; the lamented 
General Wooster, who was slain at Cumpo Point, having been the 
first master of the first lodge in that State. It has been suggested, 
and from the length of time it has evidently been buried, there is 
little doubt of the truth of the fact, that it belonged to an officer in 
the British service; and was lost when New-Haven was visited by 
the British army, July 4,1777. The supposition is corroborated 
by the fact, that the army approached the city over the ground 
where the medal was found. 
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INTELLIGENCE, 


Morean Triats.—The excitement in relation to the abduction 
of Morgan appears not yet to have entirely subsided in the interior 
of New-York, and other trials have recently been had in Ontario 
county, where Eli Bruce and John Whitney have been convicted 
of assisting in carrying off and concealing Morgan. 

Bruce was sentenced to imprisonment in the county jail for two 
years and five months. It appeared in evidence that Bruce was a 
Sheriff of the county of Miagara in 1826, and that he in September 
of that year informed H. E. Hopkins, a deputy, that two or three 
weeks before his abduction, it was in contemplation to remove Mor- 
gan from Batavia, at which place he at that time remained, to Fort 
Niagara, and ultimately to put him on board a British man of war. 
Other circumstances were testified to, of a character sufficient to 
influence the minds of the jury to find him guilty. 

In the trial of Whitney, Bruce was a witness and several facts of 
an important character, heretofore unknown, were disclosed. He 
stated that he was in a carriage with Morgan, when he was convey- 
ed to Lewistown, whence another carriage and horse, were provided; 
that the same persons got into it, and that they proceeded to the 
Fort. Morgan was blindfolded in the carriage, which was kept 
closed, and he locked arms with two persons in it. ‘That he ap- 
peared to be easy, said nothing, supposes he went voluntarily, and 
the object in putting the handkerchief over his eyes was that he should 
not discover those who rode with him. The fact was established, 
that Morgan was confined in the magazine of Fort Niagara, and it 
was ascertained that a cell in the jail of Niagara county was provi- 
ded for him, but for some cause he was taken there. Bruce stated 
that, after he was confined in the magazine he then knew not, nor 
did he ascertain what ultimately became of him. It was also prov- 
ed that Whitney was an actor in the transaction, and the jury accor- 
dingly found him guilty. He was sentenced to be confined in the 
Jail for the term of one year and three months. A man, Gillis by 
name, was also tried, but the jury did not agree respecting a ver- 
dict. 

Thirty one witnesses were examined in this trial on the part of 
the people, and thirteen on the part of the defendants. Indictments 
were found by the grand jury, for perjury, against several of the 
witnesses on former trials for this morgan affair. 

The above analysis of the trials is from the Traveller. Bruce, on 
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being interrogated whether, upon the oath he had taken, he still 
persisted in declaring his belief that Morgan went voluntarily, an- 
swered that he did. ‘This we believe. We nave always believed it 
impossible that a man in his senses could have been stolen and 
forced away in the manner which in Morgan is said to have been. 
What delusion may have been practised, remains for future in- 
vestigation to determine. We cannot perceive that the facts elicited 
by their trials have thrown any additional light on the subject. That 
Morgan was induced or forced away, is a fact established by the 
result of the first trials had in relation to the affair. It does not 
now appear that he is dead, or that any violent means were used in 
his alledged abduction. On the contrary, the principal witness 
makes oath to his belief that, the ‘‘ taking off’ was voluntarily on 
the part of Morgan. We believe that the business has now fallen 
into the propper hands, and we hope it will be probed to its bottom. 
If the man has been murdered, we trust and belieye that the mur- 
derers will yet be made to atone for their crime. 


Laying Corner Stone, of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.— 
The cry of the ignorant lovers of the marvellous, which denounces 
all masons because some wicked ones are supposed to have commit- 
ed murder, begins to wax more faint. ‘The people who go round 
the country like pedlers, selling the pretended secrets of masonry at 
twenty-five cents a head, turning every barn and school house into 
a sort of puppet show, in which a soz disant mason is to officiate as 
manager, find their business gradually diminishing. Those who 
consider masonry and its persecutors equally unworthy of the cred- 
it of convulsing a great nation,will be glad to hear, in adition to 
these facts, that the President of the United States, the secretary of 
War, and others of the great dignitaries of the nation have recently 
countenanced the masonic fraternity by attending the ceremony of 
laying the corner stone of the first lock of the Ohio and Chesapeake 
Canal, by the Grand Master of Masons in the District of Colum- 
bia. 

The following paragraph, which shows the disposition of our 
Chief Magistrate to discountenance the persecution of a whole or- 
der for the faults of a few individuals, will be read with interest. It 
is from the National Intelligencer.—Bost. Gaz. 

The active contractors for the Sthsection of this great national 
undertaking, having got the first Lock on the line ready for construc_ 
tion, invited the Grand Master of Masons in the District of Colum- 
bia to lay the corner stone thereof, on Friday last, the 29 ult. ‘The 
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Grand Lodge accordingly assembled, in Potomac Lodge Room in 
Georgetown, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon, and, accompanied by a 
considerable number of other Masonic brethren, proceeded in cay- 
alcade, to the 8th. section of the Canal, about seven miles above 
(zeorgetown. Here they were soon after joined by the President 
of the United States, (Past Grand Master of the State of Tennessee, 
who had been invited by the Grand Master of the District to hon- 
or the ceremonies with his presence,) attended by the Secratary of 
War, the Postmaster General and the Mayorof Georgetown. The 
company having assembled at the lock-house (a neat stone edifice 
erected on the high ground for residence of the lock keeper) and 
partaken of some refreshment, the procession was formed, and pro- 
ceeded to the scene of operation—the president and other official 
gentlemen immediately in advance of the grand master, the con- 
tractors and officers of the work, and other citizens in the rear, and 
the whole moving to the fine music of the Marine Band, whose in- 
spiring strain ‘ through dale and thicket rung.” 

On reaching the entrance of the lock, the masonic procession was 
reversed in its order, and then advanced to the spot where the pon- 
derous corner stone was suspended, the President in front of the 
whole. The assemblage being arranged on the extensive floor 
of the lock, the Grand master laid the stone in its bed, with all the 
customary ceremonies of this ancient institution, which were render- 
ed the more interesting from the that fact the gavel, or mallet, which 
he made use of was the same used by General Washington in laying 
the corner stone of the Capitol. 


Masonry Respected by Pirates. We formerly noticed the advan- 
tages arising from Masonry, by a brother being kindly treated by 
the natives of Africa, when cast ashore in a helpless condition on 
their coast. A more striking proof of its influence was given at a 
meeting of the Leith and Cannongate Lodge on Thursday evening. 
The Captain of a vessel stated that when sailing in the South 
American seas, he was boarded by Pirates, who froin their numbers 
rendered resistance vain. ‘The Capt. and several of the crew were 
treated with rudeness, and about to be bound, while the plunder of 
the vessel was goingon. In these circumstances, when entreaty 
and supplications were not listened to, the Captain, (dernier resort,) 
made the mystic sign, “ which none but craftsmen ever knew.” 
The Captain of the piratical crew immediately returned the same, 
and gave orders to stop proceedings, grasping his masonic brother 
by the hand with all the fondness of an old acquaintance. Mutual 
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acts of kindness then passed between them. Every article seized 
was restored, and the two ships parted company with three hearty 
cheers.—[ Edinburg Scotsman. } 


Anti-Masonry Renounced.—Kighty of the most respectable Anti- 
Masons in Rochester, N. Y. have publicly renounced all connection 
with the party. Their reasons for thus renouncing anti-masonry 
are cogent and conclusive-.’They have seen, they say, ‘‘ the harmo- 
ny of society disturbed—the peace of families broken; the son be- 
ing literally arrayed against the father; they have seen a violent 
and persecuting spirit derange the ordinary business transactions 
between man and man--they have seen the most sacred feelings 
of,our nature prostituted by the Anti-Masonic leaders to the vile 
purposes of party—-the temples of the Almighty polluted by a bane- 
ful spirit of proscription and intolerance—the sacred desk proste- 
tuted to the unholy purposes of proscription, and the harmony of re- 
ligious societies destroyed by the prevalence of the Anti-masonic 
spirit.” These ‘ reasons’ are literally and self-evidently true; and 
if they are not enough to convince every thinking mind that Anti- 
Masonry is worse, ten to one, than Masonry canbe, then reason 
must be swallowed up in the bigotry and delusion of a blind infat- 
uation. 

Renunciations of Anti-Masonry are progressing far and wide. 
They are the harbingers of peace, and the death-blow of Intolerance 
and Proscription.—[ Rutland Herald. ] 


Election, At the annual communication of Walcot Lodge, Straf- 
ford Springs, Conn. the following named brethren were elected 
to the offices annexed to their names: Br. B. Mann, W. M.; 
Richard Strowd, S. W.; Amos Harvey, J. W.; Moses B. Har- 
vey, S. D. ; Samuel C. Lyon, J. D.; J. I. Moulton Tres’r; Rev. 
J. P. Fuller, Sec’y ; Wm. Rice, and Henry C. Baker, Stuarts. 


Officers of Choragin Chapter at Greensboro, N. C. as installed 
by the D. G. H. P. of North Carolina, at this place, Ist Sept- 
1828: Benj. Overman, H. P.; Wm. Kerr, King; John Hoskins, 
Scribe; Wm. Mc W. Long, C. H.; John W. Logan, P.S.; A. 
Green, R. A. C.; John A. Foulks, M.3. V. The following were 
since appointed to the other offices attached to their names, Green 
D. Jordan, M. 2. V.; J. H. Lindsay, 1. V.; M. R. Green, Sec’y. 
G. H Bowen, Tyler. 

At a regular communication of Hampden Lodge, held at Masons’ 
Hall, Springfield, Mass. May 28, brother Charles Ball was elected 
Maste ; David Wood, 8S. W.; A.G. Tannail, J. W.; J. Carew, 
T.; H. Brewer, S.; L. Foster, S. D.; C. B. Stebbins, J. D. 
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Officers of Morning Star Chapter, Springfield, elected Jan. 21.— 
John B. Kirkham, H. P.; Calvin Shattuck, K.; O. Dickinson, §.; 
A. Nittleton, C. H.; M. Goodsell, P. S.; H. Dwight, R. A. C.; D. 
Wood, J. W. Crooks, Wm. Chandler, M. of V.; J. Carew, T.; H. 
Brewer, 5S. 

Officers of Springfield Council, elected Jan. 5.--Calvin Shattuck, 
T. 1. G.M.; Ocran Dickinson, D. I. G. M.; David Wood, P. C.; 
Wm. Chandlers, C. G.; Charles Stearns, T.;S. Reynolds, Rec. 








Aniversary of St. John.—The approaching anniversary, (24th, 
June) will be celebrated at Dedham, by Constellation Lodge. 
The sermon by Rev. Paul Dean: Address by Nahum Capen, 
Esq. of this city. Lodges, Chapters and Encampments in the vi- 
cinity are invited to attend. 

The day will also be celebrated at Great Falls, N. H. to which 
the brethren in that vicinity are generally invited. 


































The brethren of Orient, St. George, Amity and Union Lodges, together 
with the New Jerusalem, Chapter of R. Arch Masons will celebrate the 
nativity of St. John the Baptist, at Thomaston, Me. on Friday, the 26th 
inst. The above celebration will be one of great interest and importance, 
and, it is to be hoped, will be generally attended by the brethren in that 
section of the country. Address by C. CLELAND Esq, of Thomaston. 


sce The first number of the MASONIC MIRROR, (new se- 
ries) will appear early in July next. Brethren who have inter- 
ested themselves in procu1ing subscribers will oblige by making re- 
turns, without delay; and those who have not yet subscribed, but 
intend doing so, and wish a complete volume, are invited to for- 
ward their names prior to the issuing of the first number. 


Extract of aletter to the publishers, dated Columbus, Mississippi, 
May 5, 1829. 


“*I sincerely hope that the Amaranth may continue to receive sufficient 
patronage to warrant its continuance. So far as has come within the scope 
of my observation, the Amaranth is the only work of the kind, genuinely 
and purely masonic, divested of the many absurdities, which the ignorant, 
overjealous andsuperstitious have, from time to time, thrown arround its 
moral beauty. It has,I can vouch, within our limited sphere, produced much 
good among the Brethren and softened the few asperities that existed in 
this neighbourhood. I say few, because, I am happy to say the very en- 
ergetic course, pursued by the members of this Lodge, to suppress vice in 
allits forms and to support and cultivate virtue, has had a powerful 
tendency to make the reasonable friendly to the Institution, and the 
bigotted to pause, and the public clamor to cease. The institu- 
tion is certainly flourishing in the South, and the present degree of excite- 
ment (now, I believe) in its wane, creates in this quatter wonder and 
astonishment that reason should have been so completely dethroned.” 


OR MASONIC GARLAND. 


AN ORATION, 


Delivered at the celebration of the festival of Saint John the Evan- 


gelist, in Georgetown, South-Carolina, 
By Br. A. B. SHacxetrorp. 


Where is the Mason’s trust?—The stream of Time is not unruf- 
fled, and the slender bark must some time breast an overwhelmning 
surge. Where is the Mason’s trust?—The tempest comes; the 
waves lift up their heads ; the angry elements conspire to hurl de- 
struction onthe little ship: she buffets, struggles, founders, sinks: 
No! she cannot sink, The hand of faith is at the helm, and, on 
her brow, Eternal Hope. Her strong arm buoys up the heaviest 
burthen: her penetrating eye looks through the twilight, and 
discerns a calmer latitude. Yes! various indeed is this world’s 
climate. There isa calmer latitude; but our strength is crippled, 
and we cannot reach it. Behold! one cometh as the morning, and 
the glory of the noonday is round about her. Her head is in 
the Heavens, and her strength upon the mighty deep. She leads 
us into smooth waters, and we move on our way rejoicing. 

The man who basks in fortune’s bright meridian; whose life is 
tranquil as the summer sky; whose stores are plenty, and whose 
heart is glad—Is hea Mason? Then has he been taught, that the 
serenity of hissummer sky may be disturbed; that the treasures of 
his riches may be taken from him; and that to-morrow, he may ask 
that bounty which to-day he gives. Yes!he has been taught, that 
adversity is not the consequent of ciine alone, but may obtrude 
upon the good man’s dwelling: that the brightest prospects are of- 
ten evanescent, and permanent felicity not to be found on earth: 
that human nature is extremely frail, and miserably dependant. 
Man, therefore, should meet his brother on the level, and part upon 
a square. 

These my friends, are among the earliest lessons of Masonry: 
an institution whose purpose is to relieve, support, and comfort 
merit in distress, virtue in temptation, and innocence in tears 
These are, indeed, the lessons of the Bible. We claim no compe- 
tition with that holy Religion, whosd precepts are taught, and 
whose ordinance are administered in this sacred temple; but we 
presume to think that Masonry isan humble auxiliary in the same 
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glorious and eternal work. Our order, so far as I have learned, is 
not of Divine establishment, but originated under divine appro- 
bation, with that man who asked of the Almighty, not riches, not 
honour, but wisdom for his portion. It began with the building 
of that temple, upon which, for seven years, it rained not in 
the day-time, to impede the workmen. It was confirmed at 
the completioa and dedication of that Temple, when “the fire 
came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house.” And Solomon said, ‘‘ Let the 
people of the earth know, that I have built this house, and conse- 
crated it tothy name.” 

In the erection of that magnificent edifice, there were engaged 
more than one hundred and fifty thousand men. To prevent inter- 
ruption in work; to exclude from this immense multitude strangers 
and intruders; to detect imposters, who might demand wages never 
earned, would have been utterly impossible, save by the adoption 
of certain secret signs and tokens, whieh ever have and ever shall, 
belong exclusively to Masons. Hence originated the secrecy which 
distinguishes the order; that secrecy which, in this enlighten- 
ed age, in this republican country, we do not relinquish, 
simply, my friends, because—we can nol. It is no secret, 
however, that the first great light in Masonry is the Holy Bible. It 
is no secret, that the earliest copy of that sacred book was hidden 
by the Masons from the fire and the sword of the desolating heathen, 
and by the Masons found and restored at the erection of the second 
Temple. It is no sccret, that our system embraces and inculeates 
all the precepts of the inspired page. Itis nosecret, that the Ma- 
son is required to circumbscribe his passions within a proper com- 
pass; to square his conduct by the strict rules of justice and of hon- 
esty; nor suffer the pride of his prosperity to lift him up above the 
poor man’s level. How important! how sclemn! how interesting, 
is our profession ! 

We are sometimes condemned, on the ground that we receive and 
cherish members whose characters deny the precepts that we profess 
to teach. But he that participates in the celebration, parades in the 
procession, and adorns himself with the jewels of the order, is not 
therefore a Mason, any more than that man totally unacquainted 
with tacticks, is a General, merely because he wears the uniform of 
the army. But should some religious querist reproach us because 
we have not universal purity, to him, with due solemnity, I reply: 
--At that memorable pascal feast, which the christian church de- 
voutly commemorates; at that agonizing parting supper near the 
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Mount of Olives; at that hallowed board where sat the Christian’s 
God; there, also, sat Judas. If, then, the presence of Divinity was 
visited with crime and treachery; if in the church militant there 
sits a bad man and a hypocrite, (and that eye which can not count 
amiss, must number many) why is the Lodge reproached because 
it is not perfect? 

We have the misfortune, too, to meet a frown where frowns 
should never be. For us no sunny smile sits in that eye which 
marks the fairest, purest, best of God’s creation. If there Le on 
earth one work of moral symmetry; one work of spotless loveliness, 
whereon the hand of Heaven has written Maslerpiece; that work is 
Woman. Who is hethat denies‘--He isno Mason. Who is he 
that doubts?’—He isno Mason. Whois he that hesitates to avow 
it?--He isno Mason. The spirit of the Craft whispers to the heart 
of every Brother, thou shalt bow before that workman who pro- 
nounced it good; thon shalt cherish and support the work; for, with- 
out it, the pilgrim man, has no sun, no home, no comfort, and no 
hope. From woman, thou shalt withold nothing good, save that 
which, like the apple of Eden, is forbidden. I do not say, however, 
that the whole sex presume to censure what they do not compre- 
hend. I have the happiness to know otherwise. ‘There are many 
distinguished and honourable exceptions. Elizabeth, old England’s 
beautiful, intelligent, and jealous Queen, hearing that the Masons 
had certain secrets which could not be revealed to her, (for that she 
could not be Grand Master,) and being jealous of all secret assem- 
blies, sent an armed force to break up the Lodge at York, at a cel- 
ebration in honour of St. John the Evangelist. The Grand Master 
being not dismayed, received tle guests with gallantry; and so con- 
vineed them of the excellence of our order, that the chief officers 
were themselves initiated on the spot. And Elizabeth said that she 
would never repeat the effort; for that she esteemed the Masons a 
peculiar set of men, who cultivated peace and friendship, arts and 
sciences, without meddling in the affairs of Church or State. 


Are you a Mason’s wife? ‘Then remember that you may become 
a Mason’s widow. The smile that mancles on your cheek to-day; 
the love that sparkles in your gladdened eye; the hopes that nestles 
in yeur tranquil heart;--all, like the buds that blossom in the morn- 
ing, may be blighted by a killing frost to-night. But, thank God, 
winter is not always. The spring shall breathe upon the garden, 
and it shall bring forth buds. So shall thy tears, Oh! Sympathy! 


more grateful and refreshing than the dews of spring, fall upon the 
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withered stalk, and it shall bloom again. Go cherish and encour- 
¢ age him who is the source and fountain of your present happiness. 
i While, by your amiable gentleness, you teach him to love his wife, 
ee suffer him to love his brother also: and when your little boy shall 
ee ask you what a mason is, tell him that a Mason is the Orphan’s 
Father, and the Widow’s Friend. 

Rhee ‘ The benefits which the order dispenses to its own members; the 
Hie important privileges which are conferred upon them, none but a 
Mason can properly comprehend or appreciate. It isthe delight 
of Masonry, to walk into the humble retirement of poverty, 
to administer relief to the unfortunate, and to pour oil into 





Jato the wounded spirit. By the power of Masonry, we oftentimes 
Bi ee check a brother on the brow of a precipice, and are enabled, 
Bi as, too, oftentimes to avert the peril that is aimed at our own breast. 

Bryce By the power of Masonry, the captive Putnam arrested the scalp- 
bees, ing-knife of the savage; andthe fettered Coustus commanded the 
ee wheels of the Inquisition to stand still, and they obeyed him. 
it ms These are instances where Masonry operates to individualgood. Her 
iA a general good effect upon the whole human family; the many im- 

ees portant results which have originated in the spirit of Masonry, are 
Ms : J : | not easily enumerated. Her spirit is seen in the enlightened philoso- 
ie ae | phy of Franklin: her light shines in the history of her distinguished 


son and patron, General Washington; beams in the heroism of the 
yet lamented De Kalb; and blazes in the philanthropick chivalry 


fit heme of La Fayette. Illustrious brother, welcome to our shore. The 
Ht hares 7 lodge is open to receive you: the whc'e American people, in one 
fey a tt ae common shout, exclaim, “ Har La Fayerre!” 

iy 


fie: i“. Most Excellent High Priest, Worshipful Master, Brethren and 
ieee Companions: The road to happiness, like the old road from Baby- 
Bate. lon to Jerusalem, is a difficult way, abounding with impediments, 
On ahaa the chief of which are, temptations to do evil. It has been said, 
eh that a good mason is the least imperfect man on carth; and, it is 

a eee very certain, that in the exercise of virtue consists the only true and 
be permanent felicity. You have been pleased to invest me with a 
et sacred office. Sufferme, in the discharge of it, though a young 
ehos brother, to suggest to your recollections some of the chief duties of 
{4 amason. There isa duty to yourselves, that you be regular and 
i “f ; temperate, so that you preserve your faculties, and do credit to your 
ans by honourable profession. A needy and distressed brother you are to 
ae relieve and comfort; and should occasion offer, you are to ‘ judge 
Bice’ with candour, admonish with friendship, and reprehend with jus- 
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tice.’ But your highest duty is to your Creator. In all your life 
and conduct, you are to acknowledge, that *‘ He is God, and before 
Him there is none other.” ‘Thus acting, should misfortunes assail 
you, should friends forsake you, should envy traduce your good 
name, and malice persecute you ; ever bear in mind, as a consola- 
tion under all the frowns of fortune, and as an encouragement to 
hope for better prospects, that ‘‘ the Stone which the builders re- 
jected, became the head stone of the corner.” 








HFRasoury Wuiversal. 


Tune Auld Lang Syne. 
When shall our Emblems be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? 
Or Masonry in vain be sought 
Among mankind? 
Among mankind I say, Among mankind: 
When Virtue, from the earth is driven 
By all mankind. 


When shall the world be hushed to peace, 
And charity divine, 
Be universal, never cease 
Among mankind ? 
Among mankind &c. 
When Masonry and truth extend 
To all mankind. 


When shall Freemasonry so bright 
With such refulgence shine, 
Dispensing ever pure delight 
On all mankind? 


On all mankind &c. 
When the great light from Heaven shall shine 
On all mankind.. 


When shall Freemasons need no more 
The mystic word and sign? 
When shall they need no further store 
Of corn, oil and wine? 
Of corn, oil and wine &c. 
When plenty, health and peace extend, 


To all mankind, 
June 24, 1829. 
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DEFENCE OF MASONRY. 
NUMBER IV. 


Our enemies accuse us of conspiring together, to subserve each 
others’ interest and safety, against the due and full administration 
of justice;--that we espouse a brothers cause in all cases; and when 
called upon to act as judges, jurors, witnesses or officers of Court, 
we endeavour to screen each other from condemnation and punish- 
ment. Such accusation is easily preferred, and will, with some, 
perhaps, gain a sort of limited belief, from the mere circumstance, 
that the accused do not—for they cannot— prove the negative ofa 
naked assertion, founded soley in conjecture. We demand some 
fact, some circumstance, some sort of evidence, to substantiate an 
allegation so uncharitable, so unjust, so derogatory to the character 
of honourable and upright men. We challenge a single fact or 
particle of testimony, to sustain it, from any other source than 
that, which may be emphatically called States’ evidence; made by 
those who have failed in their sinister and base designs within the 
fold, and now seek a cowardly and perfidious revenge, by attempt- 
ing to prostrate, through the aid of popular excitement and clamour, 
that which they could not covertly corrupt and destroy by their 
contaminating influence. I venture to make the appeal to every 
honest man; whethcr he believes the Masonic Brethren, within the 
range of his acquaintance, would on oath, in a court of justice, 
commit wilful and corrupt perjury——deny their hopes of salvation— 
become recreant to their religion and their exemplary lives——yea, 
even dissemble in the presence of the Mosr-Hicu, and invite his 
displeasure—on account of any obligation they can possibly owe, 
or contract, to a Lodge, or to the Masonic Institution? Such a sup- 
position gues to strip the Fraternity of every holy and sacred senti- 
ment, which alone could create, or assure, the ties of friendship be- 
tween themselves. Indeed—their good faith, one to another, which 
has been proverbial for ages, is a guarantee to the social state of 
their conscientious principles and their truth. 

When, [ ask, did the culprit escape the gallows, the penitentiary, 
or the whipping-post, by the conspiracy or connivance of Masonry? 
fWhen did injustice take place between man and man by the inter- 
erence or agency of Masonry? Never: and we challenge the pro- 
duction of a scintilla of evidence to the contrary. How ridiculous 
the supposition! Masons are men, it is certain; and as such contain 
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among them some; perhaps, who would disgrace any association of 
civilized beings; but it isthe Bopy or roe Breturen generally 
—the instilution—against which the foul aspersion is thrown, and 
which I would humbly, yet zealously, defendto the last. Cana 
judge, juror, witness, sheriff or a counsellor, change the channel of 
public justice; and that, by an unseen hand, which no human eye 
can detect? Why, these impostors, these growlers, would invest the 
Masonic Fraternity with the invisible powers of Deity; and argue, 
that because they have been enabled to keep their own sEcRETS 
for thousands of years, they possess supernatural agency, and can 
conceal the greatest mischief and desolation in invisibility! These 
suppositions are ridiculous; and corrupt is the heart that can con- 
ceive, and base the tongue that can publish, such pernicious and 
wanton libels on a Society, that has from time immemorial, 
withstood persecution, proscription denunciations and threats; 
while not a single act of treason, rebellion, crime or offence, has 
been established, or attempted to be established, against its fair 
and unblemished character. 

We are also charged with conspiring together—-of clubbing our 
wits and our exertions, to promote each other to public office. Is 
this true?-—-We indignantly repel the assertion, and call for some 
evidence to support it. None is, or ever was, produced: In the 
reason and nature of things--in the very moving principle and 
operation of Masonic Bodies—-none ever can be produced, to sus- 
tain such a broad and wanton assertion: and I will endeavour to 
satisfy the candid reader, why such an assertion must be false. 
True we are friends; and like the associates of other literary, scien- 
tific, moral or religious fraternities, we may feel, nay ought to feel 
in those cases where all other considerations are equal, a prefer- 
ence for a brother. To say, this preference renders a man unfit to dis- 
charge the duties of a good citizen, especially, the performance of his 
elective franchise; is to deny the excellency of all the fine sympatheis, 
kind feelings and brightest affections ofthe human heart. ‘This prefer- 
ence is the bias of nature and of habit; the offspring of feeling; the re- 
sultof chastened and pure ambition. Farther than this our Masonic at- 
tachments have no incentive to carry us: and we think it not unhari- 
table to suspect, that this accusation is preferred against us, only 
a3 a cover to the organized and vindictive opposition now waging 
against all the Brethren. 

To convince the candid and the reflecting mind, that such asup- 
position is unjust, and without truth for its foundation, I need only 
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to invite his attention to the policy, propriety, and necessity of ex- 
cluding politics and controversial theology, from our Masonic 
Chambers: ‘Their admission would at once recognise and sanction 
the spirit of party, mour work, discipline and government; and 
would create other tests and qualifications, for membership and of- 
fice, than the intrinsic value, or Masonic excellency, of the man, 
The opinions of the majority would therefore, asin the affairs of 
church and state, become orthodoxy, and those of the minority of 
course, heterodoxy: whereas, the foundation and preservation of our 
unity and harmony, rest in our entire exemption from all dozies, 
and doxologies—-except in the belief of the ever living and true 
God; from allsectarian articles of faith, or systems of creed—ex- 
cept love to our neighbor; and from all political axioms and doc- 
trines—except love of country and cheerful obedience to the laws. 
We rest all our claims to favour amongst the brethren, as Masons, 
upon credit alone; and merit is ever elicited, by that constant emu- 
Jation, whose only strife is;—‘: who best can work; who best agree.” 

Caxucott, in his work on Masonry, as wellas all our authors, 
both ancient and modern, is especially mindful on this point, 
to inform the public, that it is ‘‘ a fundamental maxim in the Mason- | 
ic Institution, to prohibit all discussion, or dispute, on political or 
religions matters.” So cautious is the genius of our sanctuary, not 
to permit the affairs of church or state to interfere in the grand 
economy of the Institution, or the social enjoyment of the Frater- 
nity, that she admonishes the candidate, ere he enters the sacred 
asylum, that Masonry concerns herself with no man’s theological 
tenets, or political sentiments. And I must confess, that I have 
been astonished, that any man of common sense, who, before 
joining the Society, had seen, read, and understood, our express 
declarations on this and other equally interesting questions, should 
remain for a series of years, the professedly faithful and fond friend 
of the order; and then, as it were, undergo an instantaneous con- 
viction of its anti-religious, anti-moral, and anti-social nature and 
tendency, and for that cause, renounce it! We know, and every 
man of an honest heart, and a clear head must know, and acknowl- 
edge, that, ifthis barrier,* which has, thus long, preserved us from 
the disputes and schisms of church and state were removed and party 
spirit permitted to enter our Masonic seclusions, confusion would 
ensue in our Temple and our worx must be suspended. 

* Although it is believed, that Masons are as patriotic as any other 
portion of their fellow citizens, they do not, as a Society, observe, 
or celebrate, great political events, or festivals: lest by so doing, they 


might imperceptibly weaken this great bartier of their safety and per- 
petual existence. 
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In the highest state of political party excitement, the Masonic 
Brethren of opposite contending parties, meet inthe same Lodge; 
bury every animosity and cold feeling, and put on their wonted ease 
confidence and brotherly love; the same as if they had never 
known, or felt, without the walls, the breath of party strife. ‘This 
fact is verified even by the visible history of the Order, in every 
country on earth; especially in Great Britain, where members of all 
political parties, for hundreds of years, have united in the purest of 
frienship, in the chambers of the fraternity, and walked arm and 
arm, in theit public processions. How perposterousit is then, to 
suppose for a moment, that the Brotherhood of Masonry possesses 
that arch hypocricy, and self-destructive principle, that would 
induce them to contend with spirit and vehemence before the 
world in opposite political ranks, every day in the year; and still 
connive, coalesce, cozen and intrigue in their sacred retreats of 
friendship and love, for some few temporary promotions among 
men: thereby corrupting and debasing the very qualities of the 
heart, which alone render them capable of enjoying the high and 
elevated pleasures of Masonic Intercourse. ‘Those who can make 
such suppositions, know little of the world; little of the human heart, 
and less of the immutable principles of Eternal Justice, which no 
man can palsy or control. 

A few conspicuous facts speak louder than’ declarations.— 
Was it Masonry that elevated Gen. Wasurneron tothe Presiden- 
cy? It isa slander upon Elim, upon the Crarr, and upon the Peo- 
ple, even to surmise sucha falsity. He is the only member of the 
Masonic family, if | am correctly informed, who has ever been el- 
evated to that distinguished political eminence, until the election 
of 1828, when Gen. Jacxson, another patriot of the Revolution, 
was elected to that office. Did Masonry ever exert its mysterious 
power in a presidential election? I defy the industry of our enemies 
to bring from the living, or to rake from the ashes of the dead, a 
particle of evidence to sustain the foul supposition. Look at the 
old party times, when the political storm raged like atempest. Ma- 
sons were found promiscuously scattered in both the Federal and 
Democratic ranks. And such has been the case in all party times 
and party contests. 

Look at the last presidential election. Mr. Apnams and Gen. 
Jackson were the opposing candidates—both distinguished men, 
and advantageously known to the American People: the one a con- 
spicuous Mason; the other, never having belonged to the Order: 


. Yet, it would be a difficult task to say, throughout the Union, on 
14 





106 THE AMARANTH ; [July 


which side the greatest number of Masons were to be found. But, 
within the state of Ohio, I can answer understandingly; that of 
pominent, distinguished Masons, the greatest number by far were 
opposed to the candidate, who belonged to the Order and had hon- 
ourably filled some of its most distinguished offices. Look at all the 
recent elections in our own state, especially in the Legislature; and 
you see them all decided; precisely by the great political party 
lines. Look at our own congressional and county elections; and 
none will deny, but that they have all been decided in the same 
way, without a solitary exception. I myself received almost unan- 
imous opposition, honourable and fair, I trust, from the members 
of the Lodge to which I belong, and to whom my Address was de- 
livered. But,I should soon cease to respect myself, could I per- 
mit fora moment, my own interest, feeling or ambition, to prompt 
me to the desire of obtaining a single Masonic vote, on any other 
principle than that of patriotism. or moral and political respect. It 
is my pride; it is my consolation, as a Mason, that | belong toa 
Society, resting for its prosperity, preservation and perpetuity, 
upon the immutable principles of universal benevolence and _phil- 
anthrophy; 


“« _______leaving all meaner things 


‘« To low ambition, and the pride of Kings;’’ 


and seeking, and expecting, to enjoy more sublime and substantial 
rewards, than any humble and virtuous, mind could hope to find, 
in the flickering sunbeams of a ‘‘little brief authority,” which, 
while you even now “ clutch it-—-you have it not.” 

I should not have referred to the subject of elections, had it not 
been, that the enemies of Masonry, under the avowed title of ‘* an- 
ti-masonic combinations,” have for some time past, openly, and 
clandestinely, exercised all their force and influence to exclude men 
from office, for no other disqualification, but that of belonging to 
the Masonic Society; to which the greatest heroes and statesmen of 
our country have belonged.—To this, as Masons, we have nothing 
to say; except to exclude any conclusion against us by our silence. 
—Iivery man has a right to think and vote at elections as he pleas- 
es: and an anti-masonic combination for electioneering purposes, 
is just as laudable as anti-methodist, an anti-episcopalian, or any 
other anti-Christian combination, would be, for the same purpose. 
But the Masonic Crart, adhere so scrupulously to their grand 
principle of excluding politics and religious controversy, from our 
sanctuaries, that we cannot be provoked, even toa counter combi- 
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nation in self-defence; resting all our hopes, in the benevolent de- 
sign of our Institution; the purity of our purposes; and the virtue of 
our lives: Knowing that “ Cuarity endureth all things’—that 
‘TRUTH is stronger than all things, and conquereth forevermore.” 











& Sserenade.—sy wenry nee Le, 


Wake Lady! wake! the midnight Moon 
Sails through the cloudless skies of June; 
The Stars gaze sweetly on the stream, 
Which in the brightness of their beam, 
One sheet of glory lies; 
The glow-worm lends its little light, 
And all that’s beautiful and bright 
Is shining on our world to-night ; 
Save thy bright eyes. 
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Wake Lady! wake! the nighingale 

Tells to the Moon her love lorn tale; 

Now doth the brook that’s hush’d by day, 

As through the vale she winds her way, 
In murmurs sweet tejoice ; 

The leaves, by the soft night-wind stir’d, 

Are whispering many 9 gentle word, 

And all Earth’s sweetest sounds are heard, 
Save thy sweet voice. 


Wake Lady! wake! thy lover waits, 
Thy steed stands saddled at the gates; 
Here is a garment rich and rare, 
To wrap thee from the cold night-air; 
Th’ appointed hour is flown. 
Danger and doubt have vanish’d quite, 
Our way before lies clear and right, 
And all is ready for the flight, 
Save thou alone! 


Wake Lady! wake! I have a wreath 
Thy broad fair brow should rise beneath; 
I have a ring that must not shine 
On any finger, Love! but thine; 

I’ve kept my plighted vow; 
Beneath thy casement here I stand, 
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To lead thee by thy own white hand, 
Far from this dull and captive strand, 
But where art thou! 


Wake Lady?! wake! She wakes! she wakes! 
Through the green mead her course she takes; 
And now her lover’s arms enfold 
A prise more precious far than gold, 
Blushing like morning’s ray; 
Now mount thy palfry, Maiden kind! 
Nor pause to cast one look behind, 
But swifter than the viewless wind, 
Away! Away! 








GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


INTRODUCTORY. 


[The following was originally published inthe Masonic Mrrror; but 
we have thought it of sufficient interest and importance to entitle it to 
re-publication in the Amaranth. 


We believe it has never been said that WasHINGTON was a super- 
ficial observer; that his deductions and conclusions were drawn from false 
premises; or that his opinions were given without regard to consequences. 
Even his enemies, (and, as good a man as he was, he had enemies,) have 
never been rash enough to urge such disreputable accusations against him. 
To a strong and vigorous mind, he united an accute discernment, a cool 
and deliberate method of action. By his great knowledge of human na- 
ture, of the human heart, of the principles which influence the actions of 
men, he was enabled to penetrate the secret recesses and to examine the 
secrets springs of human action. It was the possession of this know]l- 
edge, a perfect understanding of his own powers, and a full control of his 
own passions, that carried him triumphantly and gloriously through an 
active and eventful life. It will not be said then that he was not compe- 
tent to form a just opinion of the character, nature and tendency of 
the Masonic Institution. That he was qualified, by experience, to form 
such an opinion, appears from his letters; from the fact that he presi- 
ded over the Grand Lodge of his native state; that he encouraged the or- 
ganization of a Lodge in his own army, at the meetings of which he was 
often present, and in which he often officiated; and, though last, to the 
honor of Masonry, by no means least, that he was presiding officer of 
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Washington Lodge, at the time of his death. He mingled much 
with his Masonic brethren: he loved their principles; he studied their 
tendency, and he was enabledto say, they are ‘‘ FOUNDED ON THE 
IMMUTABLE Laws OF TRUTH anp JUSTICE.”’ 

These are the words of one, whose virtue, whose patriotism, whose 
talents, we all idolize; whose character and whose fame, are the common 
property of his country:—a sacred legacy! ‘* The soul of WasHIncG- 
ron soared above duplicity of any kind, and he who never feared to 
face the cannon’s mouth, or encounter any other dangers, when duty 
called, surely was possessed of sufficient courage, had he considered 
the Institution dangerous, to have raised his voice against it.’ It isa 
base libel to say that fear restrained him from exposing its iniquity; and 
the hand that has the temerity to indite such a charge, can be dictated 
only by the most depraved and worthless of hearts. The English lan- 
guage would fail us, were we to attemptto sketch the characters of 
those men who daily charge him with having approbated and given his 
undivided support to an Institution, the principles of which are based on 
murder, treasonand infidelity; for in this light they represent the 
character of the Masonic Institution, What! WasHINGTON a mur- 
derer! a traitor! ! an infidel!!! O, shame, shame, where is thy 
blush! Is it possible that such a charge can be preferred by sane men! 
Can Americans be in possession of their senses, and tolerate the scan- 
dal of such wretches! It is impossible.--Delusion, infatuation, has taken 
full possession of the seat of reason. 

There is one class of individuals arrayed against the Masonic Jnstitu- 
tion,towards whom we ought perhaps, to extend a greater degree of char- 
ity, than to believe that they would knowingly prefer accusations so un- 


grateful, so scandalous, against one whose memory they have been. 


taught to revere,and whose virtues they have learned to love’ and ad- 
mire. We refer to that class who cannot be said to possess the power 
of exercising their own faculties; who think and act by proxy! Anom- 
alous as this may appear, it is nevertheless true that there is a class 
of such men—automatons——and a very large class too. They follow in 
the train of their leaders, and servilely ‘*do the bidding of their masters;’’ 
who alone should be held responsible fortheir acts. This class we 
would exonerate from the charge of participating in the attempt to im- 
peach the purity of the motives, and to blast the fair fame of our beloved 
Washington. To the seceding Mason, him who has been taught in his 
Lodge to revere the memory, to respect the name and to imitate the 
virtues, of our illustrious brother, we cannot better address ourselves, 
than in the words of the poet: 
‘**Traitor to friendship’s trust! 
Who fawning smiled through fortune’s sunny day, 

But when thy friend was stricken to the dust, 
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Turned from his woes away—- 
Pass on, dishonored one, 
Thy deep’ning shame, thy baseness go with thee! 

While on this subject, we will briefly notice another of the many base 
and palpable libels that unprincipled wretches have attempted to cast 
upon the character of the great and good man of whom we have been 
speaking. We believe it was the notorious Solomon Southwick, who had 
the effrontery and baseness first to assert that Washington warns us in 
his ‘‘Farewell Address’’ to ‘“‘beware of Secret Associations, under 
whatever plausible character.’’ It is unnecessary that we should in- 
form our readers that this isa base forgery; that it is a lie, coined for 
anti-masonic, or what isthe same thing, political purposes; or that the 
word secret isnotto be found in the whole address. It is one of the 
most ridiculous and contemptible forgeries and impositions ever attemp- 
ted to be palmed upon the public. Every school-boy, whohas learned 
his letters, is able to detect it; and will indignantly hurl it back into 
the face of him who conceived and uttered it. Washington speaks of 
the “danger of associations and combinations formed for political pur- 
poses,t many of which did exist at that day, and for a long time previ- 
ous. Witness the combinations against the war of Independence, 
against the Federal Constitution, and the societies formed in the time 
of citizen Genet, &c. We quote his words—*‘All obstructions to the 
execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, under what- 
ever plausible character, with the real design to direct, controul, 
counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted 
authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fa- 
tal tendency.’’ How far this language is applicable to the Masonic In- 
stitution, the reader may determine by reference to his letter to the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, under date of June 12, 5797; written 
about nine months subsequent, after, (let this be observed,) the above 
addres was delivered,and about two years before his decease; where- 
in he declares, ‘‘ My attachment to the society of which we are mem- 
bers, will dispose me always to contribute my best endeavours to pro- 
mote the honor and interest of the craft?’ If this fail to satisfy him, 
let him recall to mind that Washington died while holding one of the 
most responsible offices in the gift of his brethren; and while a mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge of his own state. Surely further evidence of 
the fallacy of such a charge will not be required. 

So long as the Masonic Institution shall continue to merit the appro- 
bation of such men as Washington; so long as such testimony as that we 
to-day present to our readers, can be called up in her defence; so long 
shall the engines of persecution assail herin vain. The unhallowed ob- 
ject of her enemies shall never be attained. 


+ Like the Anti-Masonic Combination. 
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— HIS MASONIC CHARACTER. — 


The ancestors of Gen. Washington, came from England in 1657. 
He is the third descent after their emigration ; was born on the 
11th of February, old style, 1732, at the parish of Washington, 
Westmoreland county, Virginia. His father’s family was numer- 
ous, and he was the first child of a second marriage. At the age 
of fifteen years, he was entered a mid-shipman on board a British 
vessel of war, stationed on the coast of Virginia; but, in compli- 
ance with the wishes of his very affectionate mother, did not pros- 
ecute this profession. When he was ten years old, death deprived 
him of his father, and the care of the family devolved on his elder 
brother, who had a command in the colonial troops employed against 
Carthagenia. On his return from this expedition, he named 
his patrimonial mansion, Mount Vernon, in honor of Admiral 
Vernon, from whom he had received many civilities. He was 
afterwards made Adjutant-General of the militia of Virginia, but 
did not long serve inthe appointment. After his decease, his 
brother George came into possession of the paternal seat, together 
with considerable landed property. After the revolutionary 
war, Gen. Washington was constantly a member of the Assembly, 
a Magistrate of the county, and a Judge of the Court ; and was 
elected a Delegate to the first Congress in 1774, as also to that 
in the succeeding year. In short, he achieved the Independence of 
his country, and died, on the 14th December, 1799, aged 68 years. 
He was borne to the grave by military gentlemen, and Brethren of 
the Lodge of which he had previously been Master. ‘The coffin 
bore his Sword and Masonic Apron, and the Members of the 
Lodge walked as Mourners. Funeral ceremonies were also per- 
formed by the Grand Lodge of this State ; and by the fraternity in 
nearly every section of the country. His death was a matter of 
deep and sincere regret to his Masonic brethren ; and they publicly 
and spontaneously evinced the high respect they entertained for 
his worth and for his many eminent public and social virtues. They 
regarded him as the Corinthian Pillar of their Institution ; and 
when he fell, they mourned,--a vacancy was made, which time 
can never fill. ‘Thus much we have thought proper to say by way 
of biography, mainly for the purpose of shewing the respect paid to 
his memory by the members of the Fraternity, among whom he 
had long and perseveringly labored. 

At the time of his death, Gen. Wasnincton was Master of 
Washington Lodge, located at Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
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lumbia. Can better evidence be required to disprove the slander- 
ous assertion, which is often made by our enemies, that before his 
death, he withdrew from the Institution, and cautioned his country- 
men against its dangerous tendency ? Certainly not by rational 
men. Animated with a generous philanthropy, he early sought 
admission into our ancient and honorable fraternity, the better to 
enable him to cherish with advantage, this heavenly principle, and 
toenlarge the sphere of its operation. ‘‘ He cultivated our art 
with sedulous attention, and never lost an opportunity of advanc- 
ing the interest or promoting the honor of the Craft. While (om- 
mander in Chief of the American revolutionary army, he counte- 
nanced the establishment and encouraged the labors of a travel- 
ling Lodge among the military. He wisely considered it as a 
school of urbanity, well calculated to disseminate those mild virtues 
of the heart, so ornamental to the human character, and so pecu- 
liarly useful to correct the ferocity of soldiers, and alleviate the 
miseries of war. ‘Ihe cares of his high office engrcssed too much 
of his time to admit of his engaging in the duties of the chair ; 
yet he found frequent opportunities to visit the Lodge, and 
thought it no derogation from his dignity, there to stand on a level 
with the brethren. ‘True to our principles on all occasions, an 
iacident once occurred which enabled him to display their influ- 
ence tohis foes. A body of American troops, in some successful 
rencounter with the enemy, possessed themselves, among other 
booty, of the jewels and furniture of a British travelling Lodge of 
Masons. ‘This property was directed by the Commander in Chief 
to be returned, undera flag of truce, to its former proprietors, 
accompanied with a message purporting that the Americans did 
not make war upon institutions of benevolence.”—* Constant 
and punctual in his attendance, scrupulous in his observance of 
the regulations of the Lodge, and solicitous at all times to commu- 
nicate light and instruction, he discharged the duties of the chair 
with uncommon dignity and intelligence in all the mysteries of our 
art. Nothing can more highly conduce to the presperity and 
honour of masonry, than a successful imitation of this bright 
example.” 

His attachment to our Institution, and the estimation in which 
he held it, will appear from the subjoined correspondence, which 
breathes through out, a spirit of brotherly love and kindness ; and 
we earnestly recommend it to the careful and serious consideration 
of the reader, whether Mason or anti-mason ; we wish friend 2”! 
foe toread the letters of Washington. To each they will atiord 
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satisfaction ; they cannot fail to strengthen the opinions of the 
one, nor to allay the doubts and prejudices of the other ; if any 
thing can accomplish an end so desirable. Among a certain class 


of men, they will have no weight; but to that class we do not 
address ourselves. 


MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


ADDRESS, 
Of the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of King David’s Lodge, to George 
Washington, President of the United States of America. 
Sir ,— 

We, the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of King David’s Lodge, 
in Newport, Rhode Island, joyfully embrace this opportunity, to 
greet you as a Brother, and to hail you welcome to Rhode Island. 

We exult in the thought, that as Masonry has always been 
patronized by the wise, the good, and the great, so hath it stood, 
and ever will stand, as its fixtures are onthe immutable pillars of 
faith, hope, and charity. 

With unspeakable pleasure, we gratulate you as filling the 
Presidential Chair, with the applause of a numerous and enlighten- 
ed people ; whilst, at the same time, we felicitate ourselves in the 
honor done to the brotherhood, by your many exemplary virtues, 
and emanations of goodness proceeding from a heart worthy of 
possessing the ancient mysteries of our craft, being pursuaded that 
the wisdom and grace with which heaven has endowed you, will 
ever square all your thoughts, words, and actions, by the eternal 
laws of honor, equity, and truth; soas to promote the advance- 
ment of all good works, your own happiness, and that of mankind. 
Permit us then, illustrious brotner, cordially to salute you with 
three times three, and to add our fervent supplications, that the 


Supreme Architect of the Universe may always encompass you 
with his holy protection. 


Moses Seixas, Master, 
Henry SuHersurne, Warden. 


. Committee. 


By order, Wm. LirtLerieLtp, See’ry. 
Newport, August 17, 1790. 
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THE ANSWER. 


To the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of King David’s Lodge, in New. 
port, Rhode Island. 


GENTLEMEN,— 

{ receive the Welcome which you give me to Rhode Island, 
and, with pleasure ; and I acknowledge my obligations for the flat- 
tering expressions of regard contained in your Address, with 
grateful sincerity. Being pursuaded that a just application of the 
principles on which the masonic fraternily is founded, must be 
promotive of private virtue and public prosperily, I shall always 
be happy to advance the interest of the society, and to be considered 
by them as a deserving brother. My best wishes, Gentlemen, 


are offered for your individual happiness. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


ADDRESS, 
Of the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons, in Pennsylvania, to 
George Washington, President of the United States of America. 


Sir anp Broruer,-- 

The ancient York Masons of the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, 
for the first time assembled in general communication, to celebrate 
the feast of St. John the Evangelist, since your election to the 
Chair of government of the United States, beg leave to approach 
you with congratulations from the East, and in the pride of in- 
ternal affection, to hail you as the great master-builder (under the 
Supreme Architect) by whose labours the Temple of Liberty hath 
been reared in the West ; exhibiting to the nations of the earth, a 
model of beauty, order, and harmony, worthy of their imitation 
and praise. 

Your knowledge of the origin and objects of our institution—its 
tendency to promote the social affections and harmonize the heart, 
give us a sure pledge that this tribute of our veneration, this 
effusion of love, will not be ungrateful to you ; nor will Heaven 
reject our’ prayer that you may be long continued to adorn the 
bright list of master workmen which our fraternity produces in the 
terrestrial Lodge ; and that you may be late removed to that 
celestial Lodge, where love and harmony reign transcendant and 
divine ; where the Great Architect more immediately presides ; 
and where Cherubim and Seraphim, waiting our congratulations 
from earth to heaven, shall hail you Brother. 
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By order and in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 
general communication, assembled in ample form. 
J. B.Smiru, G. M. 
Attest, P. Le Barsier Dv Puiessis, G. 8. 


THE ANSWER. 
To the Ancient York Masons of the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania. 


GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN,— 

I received your kind congratulations with the purest sensations 
of fraternal affection ; and from a heart deeply impressed with 
your generous wishes for my present and future happiness, I beg 
you to accept my thanks. 

At the same time I request you will be assured of my best 
wishes and earnest prayers for yourhappiness while you remain 
in this terrestrial mansion; and that we may hereafter meet as 
brethren in the eternal temple of the Supreme Architect, 

G. WASHINGTON, 


ADDRESS, 
Of the Grand Lodge of Free, and Accepted Masons, for the Common- 


wealth of Massachusetts to the honored and illustrious Brother, 
George Washington. 
Sir,— 

Whilst the historian is describing the career of your glory, and 
the inhabitants of an extensive empire are made happy in your 
unexampled exertions—whilst some celebrate the Hero, so distin- 
guished in liberating United America, and others the Patriot who 
presides over her Councils,—a band of brothers, having always 
joined the acclamations of their countrymen, now testify their 
respect for those milder virtues, which have ever graced the Man. 

Taught by the precepts of our society, that all its members 
stand upon a level, we venture to assume this station, and to ap- 
proach you with that freedom, which diminishes cur diffidence, 
without lessening our respect.. Desirous to enlarge the boun- 
daries of social happiness, and to vindicate the ceremonies of 
their institution, the Grand Lodge have published “a Book of 
Constitutions,” and acopy for your acceptance accompanies this, 
which, by discovering the principles that actuate, will speak the 
eulogy of the society ; though they fervently wish the ‘conduct of 
its members may prove its higher recommendation. 

Convinced of his attachment to its cause, and readiness to en- 
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courage its benevolent designs, they have taken the liberty to ded- 
icate this work to one, the qualities of whose heart, and the ac- 
tions of whose life, have contributed to improve personal virtue, 
and extend throughout the world ihe most endearing cordialities ; 
and they humbly hope he will pardon this freedom, and accept the 
tribute of their esteem and homage. 

May the Supreme Architect of the universe protect and bless 
you, give length of days and in crease of felicity in this world, 
and then receive you to the harmonious and exalted Society in 
héaven. 

Joun Currter, Grand Master. 


Josuua Bartrerr, Grand Wardens. 
Munco Mackay, 


Boston, December 27, 4. L. 5792. 


THE ANSWER. 


To the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. 


GENTLEMEN,— 
Flattering as it may be to the human mind and truly honora- 
ble as it is, to receive from our fellow citizens testimonials of appro- 


bation for exertions to promote the public welfare, it is not less 
pleasing to know, that the milder virtues of the heart are highly 
respected by a socicty whose LipERAL PRINCIPLES ARE FOUNDED 
IN THE IMMUTABLE LAWS OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE. 

To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy the be- 
nevolent design of a masonic institution, and it is most fervently to 
be wished, that the conduct of every member of the fraternity, 
as well as those publications that discover the principles which ac- 
tuate them, may tend to convince mankind that the grand ob- 
ject of masonry is to promote the happiness of the human race. 

While I beg your acceptance of my thanks for the ‘* Book of 
Constitutions” which you have sent me, and for the honor you 
have done me in the dedication, permit me to assure you that I 
feel all those emotions of gratitude which your affectionate ad- 
dress and cordial wishes, are calculated to inspire. And I sincere- 
ly pray, that the Great Architect of the Universe may bless you 
here, and receive you hereafter in his Immortal Temple. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


FROM THE SAME. 
The East, the west, and the sourn of the Granp Lopce of Ancient, 
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Free, and Accepted Masons, for the Commonwealth of Massachu- 

setts, to their most worthy Brother, GzeorGE WASHINGTON. 

«* Wishing ever to be foremost in testimonials of respect and 
admiration of those virtues and services, with which you have so 
long adorned and benefitted our common country ; and not the 
last nor least to regret the cessation of them in the public councils 
of the Union; your Brethren of this grand lodge embrace the 
earliest opportunity of greeting yon in the calm retirement you 
have contemplated to yourself. 

*‘ Though as Citizens, they lose you in the active labors of po- 
litical life, they hope as Masons to find you in the pleasing sphere 
of fraternal engagement. From the cares of state, and the fa- 
tigues of public business, our institution opens arecess, affording 
all the relief of tranquillity, the harmony of peace, and the re- 
freshment of pleasure. Of these may you partake in all their 
purity and satisfaction. And we will assure ourselves, that your 
attachment to this social plan will increase ; and that, under the 
auspices of your encouragement, assistance and patronage, the 
craft will attain its highest ornament, perfection and praise. And 
it is our earnest prayer, that when your light shall be no more visi- 
ble in this earthly temple, you may be raised to the ALI. PERFECT 
LODGE above, be seated onthe right of the suPREME ARCHITECT 
of the universe, and receive the refreshment your labors have 
merited ! 

“In behalf of the grand lodge, we subscribe ousselves, with 
the highest esteem, your affectionate Brethren, 

Paut Revere, Grand Master, 

IsartauH Tuomas, Senior Grand Warden, 
JoserpH Lavucurton, Junior Grand Warden, 
Danie OuiveR, Grand Secretary. 


Boston, March 21, 5797.” 


THE ANSWER. 


[The following answer was received, and communicated to the 
grand lodge, June 12, 5797.) 


“To the grand lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


‘¢ BroTHers,— 
‘It was not until within these few days that Ihave been favored 
by the receipt of your affectionate address, dated in Boston, the 
21st of March. 


‘‘ For the favorable sentiments you have been pleased to ex- 
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press on the occasion of my past services.,and for the regrets with 
which they are accompanied for the cessation of my public func- 
tions, I pray you to accept my best acknowledgments and gratitude. 

‘* No pleasure, except that which results from a conscientiousness 
of having, to the utmost of my abilities, discharged the trusts 
which have been reposed in me by my country, can equal the satis- 
faction I feel from the unequivocal proofs I continually receive of 
its approbation of my public conduct ; and I beg you to be assur- 
ed that the evidence thereof, which is exhibited by the grand 
lodge of Massachusetts, is not among the least pleasing or grate- 
ful to my feelings. 
In that retirement, which declining years induced me to seek ; 
and which repose, to a mind long employed in public concerns, 
rendered necessary ; my wishes, that bounteous Providence will 
continue to bless and preserve our country in peace, and in the 
prosperity it has enjoyed, will be warm and sincere; and my 
attachment to the sociely, of which we are members, will dispose me 
always to contribute my best endeavors to promote the honor and in- 
terest of the craft. 

‘* For the prayer you offered in my behalf, I entreat you to accept 
the thanks of a grateful heart ; with assurances of fraternal regard, 


and my best wishes for the honor, happiness, and prosperity of all 
the members of the grand lodge of Massachusetts. 
‘G. WASHINGTON.” 


To show still furtherthe estimation in which Washington was 

held by his Masonic brethren, we subjoin the following:— 
ADDRESS, 

From the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, to Mrs. Washington, Occa- 
sioned by the Death of the General. 

Boston, January 11, 1800. 
MADAM, 

The Grand Lodge of the Commonwearth of Massachusetts 
have deeply participated in the general grief of their fellow-citi- 
zens, on the melancholly occasion of the death of their beloved 
Washington. 

As Americans, they have lamented the loss of the Chief who had 
led their armies to victory, and their country to glory; but as Ma- 
sons, they have wept the dissolution of that endearing relation, by 
which they were enabled tocall him their Friend and thei Bro- 
ther. They presume not to offer you those consolations which 
might alleviate the weight of common sorrows, for they are them- 
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selves inconsolable. ‘The object of this address is, not to interrupt 
the sacred offices of grief like your’s; but, whilst they are mingling 
tears with each otheron the common calamity, to condole with 
you on the irreparable misfortune which you have individually 
experienced. 

‘lo their expressionsof sympathy on this solemn dispensation, 
the Grand Lodge have subjoined an order, that a Golden Urn be 
prepared as a deposit for a lock of hair, an invaluable relique of the 
Hero and the Patriot whom their wishes would immortalize; and 
that it be preserved with the jewels and regalia of the Society. 

Should this favour be granted, Madam, it will be cherished as 
the most precious jewel in the cabinet of the Lodge, as the memory 
of his virtues will forever be inthe hearts of its members.—We 
have the honour to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient 
servants, 

Joun Warnes, 
Paut RevegeE, 
Mrs. Martha Washington. Josran Bartvetr. 


ANSWER. 
Mrs. Washington’s reply to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 
Mount-Vernon, January 27, 1800. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Mrs. Washington has received with sensibility your letter of the 
14th inst enclosing a vote of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 
requesting a lock of her deceased husband’s hair, to be preserved 
ina Golden Urn, with the jewele and regalia of the Grand Lodge. 

Incomplying with this request, by sending the lock of hair, 
which you will find enclosed, Mrs. Washington begs me to assure 
you, that she views with gratitude the tribute of respect and affec- 
tion paid to the memory of her dear deceased husband; and receives 
with a feeling heart, the expressions of sympathy contained in your 
letter. 

With great respect and esteem, I have the honour to be, Gentle- 
men, your most obedient servant. TOBIAS LEAR. 

Joun WaRREN, 


Paut Revere, Past Grand Masters. 
JosiAnH BarTLert, 
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institution, or condemn the whole fraternity for the errors of a few 
misguided individuals. Where the wicked lives of men are admitted 
asan augument against the religion which they profess, the wises 
and most judicious establishments might be exposed to censure. 
It may be averred in favour of Masonry that whatever imperfec- 
tions may be found among its professions; the institution countenan- 
ces no deviation from the rules of right reason. ‘Those who vio- 
late the laws, or infringe on good order, are kindly admonished by 
secret monitors; when these means have not the intended effect, 
public reprehension becomes necessary; and at last, when every 
mild endeavour to affect a reformation is of no avail, they are expe!- 
led the lodge, as unfit members of the society. 

Vain, therefore, is each idle surmise against the plan of our gov- 
ernment; while our laws are properly supported, they will be proof 
against every attack of our most inveterate enemies. Men are not 
aware, that by decrying any laudable system, they derogate from 
the dignity of human nature itself, and from that good order and 
wise disposition of things, which the almighty Author of the world 
has framed for the government of mankind, and established as the 
basis of the moral system. Friendship and social delights can nev- 
er be the object of reproach ; nor can that wisdom which hoary 
Time has sanctified, be subject to ridicule. Whoever attempts to 
censure what he does not comprehend, degrades himself; and the 
generous heart will always be ledto pity the mistakes of such igno- 
rant presumption. Preston. 





From the Northern Sentinel. 
Messrs. EK. & T. Mills. 

Gentlemen:—Haying observed in the Statesman of the 24th ult. 
printed at Castleton, a false and slanderous paragraph relating to 
the late conflagration of the Court House in this town; the cause of 
truth can not be better subserved than by sending you for publica- 
tion, the article, and accompanying statement, by inserting which, 
you will oblige the lovers of truth and good order generally, and 
more particularly those attached to the Masonic Family. The ar- 
ticle from the Castleton paper it as follows-— 

Brilliant effects of Masonry.—‘‘ 'The last Luminous Masonic act 
which has occurred, is the destruction of the Chittenden Court- 
House by fire. It appears that a part of the Court House was oc- 
cupied asa Masonic Hall, (a Masonic Hall, ina Court House!!) 
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the Lodge met as usual at midnight, held their carrousal, took a 
swig or two from the old skull bone, cursed the the anti-masons, set 
the house on fire, and went home. Now whether they had been 
heating their Grod Iron and carelessly placed it away before it was 
cooled, or saw the downfall of their order, and that they would 
have no further use for their temple, remains a secret with them, 
and matters not, but the house was soon consumed,-Square, Trow- 
ell, Plumb, Death’s Head, &c. $c. all departed together.” 
STATEMENT RESPECTING THE FIRE. 

We theundersigned officers and members of Burlington Chapter 
and Washington Lodge, do hereby certify, that on the evening of 
the 15th of June, 1829, a few minutes after eight o’clock,we opened 
the Masonic Hall. on the second floor of the Court House, in Bur- 
lington, and went there for the purpose of Making out the Annual 
Returns to the Grand Chapter, which was to convene at Rutland 
onthe 17th ofthat month. Before the necessary papers were com- 
pleted, a lamp was lighted by the aidof a common phosphorus 
match, and after completing them and remaining in the Hall about 
half an hour, the Hall was closed, the lamp taken to a room occu- 
pied as an office, on the lower floor, and carefully extinguished. 
We further certify that no person within our knowledge, except 
ourselves, entered the Hall on the evening alluded to—and that we 
are not conscious of any neglect, want of care or prudence, either 
in lighting, trimming or extinguishing the lamp used by us, which 
could have caused the destruction of the Court Houseon the mor- 
ning of the 16th inst. by fire. Signed, DAVID RUSSEL, 

JAS. L. SAWYER. 
Burlington, Vt. June 29, 1829 

We the undersigned officers of Chittenden County court, hereby 
certify that we are personally acquainted with David Russell and 
James L. Sawyer, Esqrs. whose signatures are annexed to the 
above certificate, and take pleasure in saying that they are gentle- 
men of probity, of high standing in community, and that we con- 
sider their ascertion entitled to perfect credit. 

BATES TURNER, Chief Judge. 
ALVAN FOOTE, Assistant 
NATL. NEWELL, } Judges. 
CHARLES ADAMS, States Att’y. 
MOSES BLISS, Sherzff. 
Burlington, June 29, 1829. 
In addition to the foregoing statement, and, in reply to the 
exclamation of a ‘* Masonic Hall in a Court House!!” the base slan- 
16 
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derers are informed that the edifice alluded to was built in 1801,by 
the liberality of the citizeus of this vicinity-the amount then subscri- 
bed was $1744—Fifteen Hundred and seventeen dollars of which 
were subscribed by Masons—for the truthof which you have a 
pledge from, Yours respectfully, NATHAN B. HASEWLL, 
H. P. of Burlington Chapter, and Master of Washington Lodge. 








EXTRACTS. 
FROM THE Hon. W. B. RocHESTER’s ADDRESS. 


I am aware that many persons, strangers to the inviolate principles 
which unite the craft, make the misconduct of some of our associates, a 
radical objection to the institution. 

Without intending to enter into a laboured strain of polemical disqui- 
sition with such fastidious cavillers, it may be answered, that even the 
inspired precepts of the Mediator have not been secure from abuse and 
profanation. When Moloch fell, his defection left no blemish, on the 
white throne where sits Supreme Majesty. Shall Religion, that sacred 
principle (without a reference for which it is morally impossible to be- 
come a Mason) be neglected and rejected? Shall the house of prayer 
and worship be avoided, because apostates and pretenders have forsaken 
the glories of perfection, to wander in the mazes of infidelity? No; for- 
bid it genius of masonry; forbid it every promise which keeps alive the 
hope set before us, and intimates to fallen man, the bright prospect of 
immortality and salvation. 

However numerous, and however flagrant may be the instances which 
furnish cause of regret for the aberrations of frail human nature, I bold- 
ly maintain, and I call upon every brother within the sound of my voice, 
to support the declaration, that whilst on the one hand, masonry has 
confirmed the wise determinations of the virtuous and the pious; on the 
other, our history, our records, and our tadition, abound with memorable 
instances, where a misguided fellow-mortal has beenentirely reclaimed 
from the haunt of vice, and suddenly arrested from a course of self des- 
troying depravity, after every suggestion of native pride or intuitive prin- 
ciple had failed. 

This isnot ordinary praise. Yet I will go further;I solemnly declare, in 
the presence of this respectable assemblage, that I never witnessed a- 
mong masons, when employed in their useful labors, any thing like envy, 
strife, or malice, nor the gleam of any sentiment incompatible with warm 
friendship, and cordial brotherly love; nothing to poison the feast of rea- 
son, which is seated in the heart orto dim the calm sun-shine which 
plays upon the soul. 
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Never have I beheld within the body of a just and regularly constituted 
lodge, erected to God and dedicated to the holy order of St. John, a hy- 
pocrite, a pretender, or an apostate. 

The occasion does not require that we should trace the unhallawed de- 
nunciations of every tyro who has thought proper to wield aginst us the 
shafts of ridicule and calumnny. Indeed it would be equally useless and 
improper, at present to notice the several quips and cavils which have at 
various times been started by the weak, and vain, and sceptical. We 
are taught by our cardinal principles to avoid disputations and the un- 
equivocal consciousness of their influence and tendency denies to the 
contumacious levity of our enemies, any other feeling than that of silent 
chariiy. Let us, however, while on this branch of the subject, glance 
for a moment at one inquiry, which has been the fruitful source of much 
idle and captious conjecture. 

Every brother will at once anticipate the question. Why are not the 
gentler sex permitted to become members of our institution? 

To this the answer is brief, and ought to be satisfactory. 

Masonry is founded in the fitness of things, relative to men exclusively 
which forbids the idea of subjecting female tenderness to the preparatory 
dispositions for initiation, and to the Jabours required to secure advance- 
ment. Besides, the implements ofthe craft are not adapted tothe deli- 
cacy of the female hand. 

The plan of the Diety has designed the fair for a different, and no less 
enchanting sphere in the wide range of intelligent existence. The ad- 
vancement of female happiness, the protection of widows and orphans, 
the defence of ‘‘injured innocenee,’’ and ‘‘suffering virtue,’’ peculiarly 
allotted to the hardier sex, and among none, more than masons, have 
these laudable objects been cherished with more devoted zeal, from 
time immemorial. 

All that is lovely, all that is virtuous, all that is dignifying to the 
most charming, and aimable part of creation, is held by us in sacred 
reverence. Eden was a wilderness, its fragrance was wasted in 
the ‘sad solitude” of man’s companionless hour, ‘till woman 
smiled.” She is ‘‘ the glory of the man.” 

The mantle which surrounds the female character, is made of so 
delicate a texture, that even the breath of surmise will sully its puri- 
ty; and that secrecy, which gives value to our indispensable labours, 
would render it, in the eyes of a censorious world, obnoxious to 
the blasts of suspicion. Man is formed of coarser materials, and 
in arougher mould; he is doomed to encounter dangers and difticul- 
ties; he is apt to become morose,vindictive,and in exorable: he needs 
all the influence of masonic disipline to soften the ruggedness of 

his nature; to quiet his angry passion, and to render him mild, tol- 
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erant, and humane. But how different the attributes of the last, 
and more perfect part of creation! Whothat hasseen the seraph 
form of beauty, bending with fond anxiety over the cradle of sleep- 
ing innocence, and guarding with a mother’s care its infant slum- 
bers; who that has beheld the tender wife, soothing the sorrows, en- 
couraging the hopes, and whispering comfort to the bosom of an af- 
flicted husband; or the affectionate daughter supporting the totter- 
ing steps of declining age, and smoothing the pillow of sickness; 
who that has seen woman, ever susceptible of generous emotions, 
dispensing blessings with “ a hand open as day to melting charity ;” 
who that has known her as the ministering angel ofhealth, and in 
sickness, in weal and in woe; who that has seen, and known, and 
felt all this, would willingly subject her to vocations, appointed 
by Providence exclusively for masculine exertions? Among 
the foremost ranks of her guardians and protectors, will ma- 
sons ever be found; they cannot be accessary toa violation of 
the laws of nature. 

It would ill comport with the situation or duty of any reflecting 
craftsman, to attempt to cull the meretricious decorations of fancy, 
or to scatter the flowers of persuasion among those who are not ma 
sons, for the purpose of procuring an accessian to the numbers of 
the fraternity ! Masonry needs no resort tosuch means, to-give it 
either strength or durability. We expect, nay we wish, no one to 
approach our mystical altar, who comes not spontaneously, to un- 
dergo the severe difficulties and dangers which beset and embar- 
rass the most courageous candidate at every gradation. That there 
are difficulties and dangers, and those of the most unexpected and 
trying nature a regard to truth will not allow us to deny. We who 
have surmounted some of them unhurt, may well exclaim, cold 
must be that bosom, which has not been warmed by the electrify- 
ing ordeal! and obdurate indeed must be that heart, which has not 
been softened by the trials and tribulations. 

Brethren: It is time that my present work were finished. Let 
me earnestly entreat you to cherish with devotional affection, the 
cardinal principles of friendship, morality, brotherly love, and char- 
ity; make them your morning study, your evening meditation. The 
bible, the great light of Masonry, will guide you to all truth, and 
direct your march to the temple of happiness. Let no dazzling de- 
lusion, no ephemeral glare, no false estimate of mere worldly ac- 
quisitions, lead you astray ‘from the straight line of moral rectitude, 
which this sacred book points out and illuminates. One false step 
often leads the bewildered traveller through the intricate mazes ol 
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folly, into the labyrinths of vice, whence nothing short of divine in- 
terposition can rescue him ‘ Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works.” ‘* Mark well the entering of 
the house, and every going forth of the sanctuary.” May your 
deeds of charity be as constant as the returning wants of the distress- 
ed widow, and the cries of the helpless orphan. ‘‘ Take good heed 
of these things, for the night cometh when no man can work.” The 
all seeing eye of the Supreme Architect is upon us. He sees not as 
man sees. He looks directly on the heart. 

‘** While you have the light, believe in the light, that you be not 
cast into outer darkness; that you may not knock when the door 
shall be shut.” May the rules and designs laid down on your ters- 
sel boards be well gauged and plumbed. If any of you have passed 
the veil of the sanctuary, let no stain or blemish tarnish the spot- 
less purity of the white banner entrusted to your care; clasp to your 
embrace with redoubled fondness the immovable jewel, and let 
nothing short of the last throe of departing life, disengage it from 
your grasp. 

May you be enabled to perform with honour every kind office, 
and every endearing charity of life: may your first and last care be 
to diminish the aggregate of human misery: may you be taught to 
win all who come within the sphere of your agency, to the exercise 
of those tender duties. May you as fathers, as husbands, as friends, 
as worthy men, and worthy Masons be enabled to distinguish and 
adorn the profession. 

Let every brother be faithful tohis conscience, that inward mon- 
itor, whose warning voice no human art can silence: pause fora 
moment, behold how swiftly the sands run! how rapidly our lives 
are brought to a close! 

May we all, amidst the cares and troubles of this transitory life, 
prepare for the approach of the king of terrors; may we be more 
strongly than ever cemented by the ties of union, hospitality and 
friendship; may the short but precious time of our mortal existence, 
be wisely employed; may we cherish an unceasing desire, in the 
interchange of kindness and affection, to promote not only our own 
mutual interests, but the welfare of all around us; may the whole 
fraternity spread over the globe, be not weary, but persevere in 
well doing; and finally, by the unmerited grace of Immanuel, be 
invigorated to finish all their works, and to take a seat in that 
“ spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens.” 
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POLITICAL HUMBUGS. 


The anti-masons have a peculiar faculty of suiting their testimo- 
ny to the times. ‘They said and swore, at first, that Morgan had 
his ‘‘ throat cut from ear to ear, his tongue torn out, his bowels 
burnt before his eyes,” and the remnant of his corpus sunk with 
heavy weights, ‘‘ five fathoms deep,” at the junction of the lake 
and river. When poor Timothy Monroe floated ashore, without a 
single mark of violence upon him, the antis changed their tune— 
and, after the hair and whiskers were taken off, they turned up 
their eyes, and attributed the discovery of the body to the special 
intervention of the Almighty--while Weed and others said that, at 
any rate, ‘‘ it would make a good enough Morgan till after elec- 
tion.” But that hoax was detected even before election.” Very 
lately, one of the anti-masonic brotherhood at Niagara started ona 
new track. The skeleton or bones of a man were found in the 
sand on the shore near Fort Niagara. Another hue and cry was 
raised. Morgan was surely found now! ‘The Niagara anti-ma- 
sonic paper garnished up the story of this skeleton, and asserted in 
proof that it was actually Morgan, that it had around it the very 
rope and heavy weights which were used to sink the body, nearly 
three years before ! jc As though a corpse so sunk, could not 
only, after the flesh was rotted from its bones, retain its hold on 
the rope and weights used to sink it, but, in defiance of weights, 
rope, and common sense, rise from its watery bed, swim ashore, 
and actually bury its marrowless bones in the sand! <3 ‘The 
skeleton was that of an Irishman drowned in crossing the Niagara 
the previous year—and the rope (for there were no weights found, ) 
had then been employed to drag the putrid carcase to the tempora- 
ry grave on the shore, where this skeleton was found. 

Such is a brief sketch of some of the humbugs with which un- 
principled men have tampered with public credulity for two or three 
years past. The days of Salem witchcraft—those times of infatu- 
ation, when even our Puritan fathers were so ‘‘ excited” asto take 
suspicion for proof, and to believe the wildest monstrosities that ac- 
corded with their prejudices :--those times, we repeat, are not 
without a parallel now. But the people, honest, though occasional- 
ly misled, cannot be long deceived ; and will not fail of visiting on 
the guilty authors of such frauds, a just and severe retribution. 

[ Rochester Republican. 
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Anti- Masonic Outrages.—The Buffalo Republican has the fol- 
lowing.— When folly and viclence mark the proceedings of any 
party, their glory is on the wane. There are too instances in proof, 
to which we beg leave to refer. On Sunday the 5th inst. in the 
town of Erie, a preacher of the gospel of Christ, in regular connex- 
ion with the Methodist church, was forbidden to preach the word 
of the living God,—fordidden to point out and gild the glories 
of heaven,—forbidden to call all creatures to repentance,—forbid- 
den to paint the misery and anguish of the ‘ punished,’—to bring 
the truth to light, or to drive error and superstition far away,—be- 
cause, he was a Freemason!—The trustees were brought up for in- 
terrupting the worship of God, and fined $18 and costs. This isa 
sample of ant-eye-masonic respect for divine things. 

Another instance of anti-masonic outrage, occurred at Manches- 
ter, Niagara Falls, on the 4th July, the birth day of the nation. A 
gentleman of respectability, a stranger, dined at the Eagle Hotel, 
with a company collected in the vicinity without respect to par- 
ty. After dinner, each one gave such toast as suited his own ideas; 
—the stranger giving a masonic toast, which however did not re- 
flect on anti-masonry.* It passed off without remark, and the com- 
pany leftthe table. After consulting together a moment, the stran- 
ger was insulted, collared, and finally set upon by about 20 anti- 
masons, some pious men, who tore his clothes and endeavoured to 
“lick’im.”” He was rescued from his situation, by the prompt exer- 
tions of a few gentlemen, who were fortunately at hand. Thisisa 
specimen of anti-masonic patriotism. 

We trust sincerely, that all honest men of that party, may reflect, 
reason and resolve,—that if they wept with joy at the birth of anti- 
masonry,—huzzaed and sent up their caps at the meridian of its 
glory,—they will not be seen howling at its funeral! 


—_— — 


_*Masonry--unblemishable--impenetrable: may its members con- 
tinue steadfast. 








The Fruits of Anti-Masonry.—In an anti-masonic town in this 
county, not long since, a leading anti-mason sued a mason. The 
plaintiff called upon the constable after he had served the summons, 
and told him ‘he thought he should have a jury, and should he: 
send him the venire, wished he would select anti-masons for the 
jury.” The constable, though an anti-mason, indignantly told him 
“he would do no such thing ; if he sent the venire, he would take 
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the best men he could conveniently get, without any referrence to 
anti-masonry.” The result was, the venire was sent to another 
anti-masonic constable, several miles off, who selected the anti-ma- 
sonic jury the plaintiff wished. [C7 This anti-masonic jury re- 
turned a verdict in favor of the anti-masonic plaintiff. From this 
judgment, as may naturally be supposed, the defendant has ap- 
pealed. [ Morrisville Obs. and Recorder. 





MASONIC MIRROR, 


The first number of the new series of this paper, was published 
on the 4th July. It will continue to be published regularly on Sat- 
urday morning of each week. The size is as formerly, eight pages 
quarto. ‘The terms are $3, per anum, payable in advance. Breth- 
ren wishing this work, can be supplied with the numbers already 
published, on remitting the amount of one year’s subscription in ad- 
vance, addressed to the ‘* Publishers, of the Masonic Mirror, 46 
Washington-street, Boston Mass.”--Agents to the Amaranth are 
desired to accept the agency of the Mirror also, and to interest 
themselves in extending its circulation. ‘The usual commission is 
allowed—every 7th copy. 


<> Printers to whom the Amaranth is sent in exchange, will 
oblige by noticing the above. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


An apology may be due for the delay that has attended the pub- 
lication of the present number of the Amaranth; if so, it must be 
found in the fact that, since the appearance of the June No. we 
have been almost wholly occupied in making arrangements for the 
publication of the Mirror.--Having completed these we shall, after, 
the issuing of the next number, endeavor to be more punctual. 


3— Agents, and subscribers generally, will bear in mind that 
the terms of the Amaranth require that payment should be made in 
advance. We would invite immediate attention to this. 
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The anti-masonic party of New-York, having been detected and ex- 
posed in their hypocritical pretensions and base designs; having become 
the legitimate objects of scorn and ridicule, among the enlightened free- 
men of that state, and having been satisfactorily assured that the excite- 
ment cannot much longer resist the avenying spirit of insulted REAson, 
nor with any degree of success confront the powerful reaction which is 
already beginning to exhibit itself, have selected the people of Vermont 
for their next victims! They have chosen this state as_ their last stay— 
the ‘‘forlorn hope”? of their sinking interests. Their emissaries have 
gone forth; the work of desolation has commenced, and already we A's 
hear the infuriate cry, of the still more infuriate clan. Elated by fre- bi 
quent success, uncontrolled by reason and ungoverned by laws, human “ 
or divine, they rush onward, regardless of consequences, and fearless Peat 
of defeat. Their course is rapid, but it is the course of infamy and ae 
destruction, They will find the end, before they are sensible that they 
have made a beginning. The materials with which they would erect their 
Pandemonium in Vermont, are not of the gullable genus—they cannot i 
be converted to the uses of infidelity, nor to the purposes of political Le 
villany. Nature designed them neither for the one nor the other:—ed- . 
ucation and common sense will shield them from the attacks of ignorance 
and fanaticism: their inflexible virtue will render them impervious to the 
shafts of infidelity and demoniac fury. The people of Vermont are not 
























that multiform, heterogeneous compound which composes the popula- vy 
tion of the western part of New York. They are an honest, candid, ; “t , 
intelligent and thinking yeomanry—the bone and muscle of the Re- : te 
public—and the blasts of fanaticism will sweep by them unheeded and & i 
unfelt. The ravings of religious bigots and the rantings of designing, ae 


abandoned political jugglers, will excite in their bosoms, no other emo- ; f 
tions than those of pity and contempt. They have pity for the mental 
weakness and delusion of the bigot, and contempt for the perfidy and 
baseness of the juggler—They mourn the moral depravity of both. 
That even among a people of this description—in a community so intel- ‘y 
ligent and virtuous asthat of Vermont, as that of the whole New-Eng- Pe: 
land states — materials sufficiently pliable and degenerate may be found 
and converted to the worst of purposes, is a position that will admit of | 
little or no controversy. Imperfection and mutability are stampt on all : | 
the works of nature. To presume, therefore, that vicious and unprinci- of 
pled men may not be found in the most virtuous community, would be “Ree 
Aug. 1829. Vol.2. No.5. Sig. 17. 








et ARE AOL ACE SI 
eer EE E NEL CE 
: > pang: . 
eo 
- Lo eo. er are 
in 


pike 
wo Ag Pare 
Vas, i Ae 


ee a er netem 








en = A TT 





————— naam riae 

















AAPL AIEEE IAN Me ONS a 





a en -~- > 





















































OR MASONIC GARLAND. 


VERMONT ANTI-MASONIC STATE CONVENTION, 


. ConvVENED AT MONTPELIER ON THE 5th. auGusT. 


The anti-masonic party of New-York, having been detected and ex- 
posed in their hypocritical pretensions and base designs; having become 
the legitimate objects of scorn and ridicule, among the enlightened free- 
men of that state, and having been satisfactorily assured that the excite- 
ment cannot much longer resist the avenging spirit of insulted REAsON, 
nor with any degree of success confront the powerful reaction which is 
already beginning to exhibit itself, have selected the people of Vermont 
for their next victims! They have chosen this state as their last stay— 
the ‘‘forlorn hope”’’ of their sinking interests. Their emissaries have 
gone forth; the work of desolation has commenced, and already we 
hear the infuriate cry, of the still more infuriate clan. Elated by fre- 
quent success, uncontrolled by reason and ungoverned by laws, human 
or divine, they rush onward, regardless of consequences, and fearless 
of defeat. Their course is rapid, but it is the course of infamy and 
destruction. They will find the end, before they are sensible that they 
have made a beginning. The materials with which they would erect their 
Pandemonium in Vermont, are not of the gullable genus—they cannot 
be converted to the uses of infidelity, nor to the purposes of political 
villany. Nature designed them neither for the one nor the other:—ed- 
ucation and common sense will shield them from the attacks of ignorance 
and fanaticism: their inflexible virtue wiil render them impervious to the 
shafts of infidelity and demoniac fury. The people of Vermont are not 
that multiform, heterogeneous compound which composes the popula- 
tion of the western part of New York. They are an honest, candid, 
intelligent and thinkiag yeomanry—the bone and muscle of the Re- 
public—and the blasts of fanaticism will sweep by them unheeded and 
unfelt. The ravings of religious bigots and the rantings of designing, 
abandoned political jugglers, will excite in their bosoms, no other emo- 
tions than those of pity and contempt. They have pity for the mental 
weakness and delusion of the bigot, and contempt for the perfidy and 
baseness of the juggler.—They mourn the moral depravity af both. 
That even among a people of this description—in a community’so intel- 
ligent and virtuous as that of Vermont, as that of the whole New-Eng- 
land states ~ materials sufficiently pliable and degenerate may be found 
and converted to the worst of purposes, is a position that will admit of 
little or no controversy. Imperfection and mutability are stampt on all 
the works of nature. To presume, therefore, that vicious and unprinci- 
pled men may not be found in the most virtuous community, would be 
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presumptuous folly; but that a larger portion of such may be found in 
some communities than in others, the greatest novice in the knowledge 
of human nature will admit.—New-England is proverbial for her moral 
and intellectual character—for the integrity, virtue and patriotism of 
her sons. And perhaps she is more justly entitled to this character, than 
any other equal portion of the globe we inhabit. Her influence is felt and 
acknowledged in every section of the country. From the banks of the 
St. Lawrence to the shores of the gulph of Mexico, and back to the re- 
motest settlements of the west, may be found the men of New-England, 
contributing largely to the general sum of human happiness; of moral 
and intellectual improvement. Of this, of the high rank assigned to us 
by our countrymen—by the world, in the scale of moral excellence, who 
amongst us is not proud? Itisour boast and our pride. To preserve 
this character in its pristine purity—-to transmit it to posterity, pure 
and unadultered as we received it fromthe hands of our fathers, is the 
only Jocal interest we have, distinct from the general interests of all our 
countrymen. Itis a legacy exclusively our own—to preserve it, is a 
duty solely appertaining to ourselves. Others cannot feel that solici- 
tude for its welfare that we do; and if they do not envy and ridicule us 
for our pertinacity in adhering to its principles, they care nothing for 
its preservation. Leave the New-England states, and go where you 
will, you are sure to be tauntingly eneered at for your Yankeeism, and 
rallied for what your ill-judging neighbors are pleased to term your 
false morality. Have they cause for this? At present, we take upon 
ourselves to say they have not;and we hazard nothing in pronoun- 
cing their sneers and scoffs, illiberal and ungenerous; but how far dis- 
tant the time may be when their ridicule shall be considered just and 
well meritted, we will not attempt to predict. ‘This must be determined 
by time: by the virtue and good sense of the community. But when we 
hear a large and very respectabie portion of our fellow citizens denounced 
as hypocrites, infidels and murderers; when we see the union of chur- 
ches destroyed; when we see the christian communicant at war with 
his brother, pronouncing him a heretic, a ‘‘devil in carnate,’’ for no 
other reason than that he will not join in the rage of persecution and 
proscription, that he will not bend the knee to infuriate fanatics; when 
we see the ministers of Christ deserting their charges, and following af- 
ter Belial; when we hear them denounce their brethren as ‘‘devils’’ ;* 
and when we hear them call upon ‘‘christians’’ to take a ‘‘stand 1n the 
Zion of GOD AND POLITICS;”’ t when we see and hear all this, we 
cannot but fear that the day when we may be justly reproached with hav- 
ing a false morality, is nearerat hand than we expected, and nearer 





*Rev. Mr. Wooster. tRev. Mr. Rollins—Delegates to the Vermont 
anti-masonic Convention. 
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than could be desired. It will not be contended that anti-masonry 
is not hastening on this crisis. Anti-masons themselves will hardly have 
the effrontery to declare that their party is not spreading moral desola- 
tion in every section of the country, where it can gain a fvoting and a 
resting place: they will hardly have the impudence to deny this, fur the 
proof, deep, indellible and debasing as it is, stares them full in the 
face.—Whatever of reproach, whatever of stigma, whatever of evil, 
therefore, that may hereafter be attached to our sectional character, 
must be attributed to the blasting, corrupting influence of anti-ma- 
sonry. Before its pestiferous winds sweptover our towns and villa- 
ges and hamlets, all was peace and quiet and happiness; they came, 
like the siroc and sand-cloud of the desert, bearing desolation in their 
course; and that which before stood a proud monument of moral beau- 
ty, is now rent assunder by dissentions, and lies scattered over the 
earth, irrefragable evidence of the moral turpitude of anti-masonry. 

This effect has been more seriously felt in New-York, than in any 
other section of the country; but unfortunately, it has not been confi- 
ned to the geographical limits of that state—it has been felt wherever 
the evil spirit of anti-masonry has shown itself--it has been felt in 
this state—in New-Hampshire, in Rhode Island, in Connecticut; and 
the hvdra-headed monster is now raging in Vermont in all its fury. But, 
as we have already remarked, though its course be rapid, it is the course 
of infamy and destruction. Its career in the New-England states is 
limited: its days are numbered. The Convention held at Montpelier, 
has more fully developed the character, and more clearly defined the 
object of the men who direct and control the movements of the anti- 
masonic party, than would a volume of speculative remarks, This object 
was declared to be the assumption ofall political power. ‘The means 
by which this power is to be obtained, are the overthrow of the Mas- 
onic Institution and the ejection of all Masons from office; when the 
offices, thus vacated, are to be filled by political anti-masons! But the 
means are as impotent, asthe end to be attained is base and _ villa- 
nous. It isnow no longer a doubt that unti-masonic, means any thing 
other than a new political party. The fact is conceded by anti-ma- 
sons themselves—it is publicly declared in their newspapers; in their 
conventions; and it is proclaimed in all their movements; in all their pro- 
ceedings. But, unlike all other political factions that have arisen and 
“strutted their brief hour’’ on the political stage of this country; it claims 
the right to assume and dispose of all the civil and political rights and 
privileges of the people!—it isnot content with a moiety; it must have 
the whole! And yet it is the most heterogeneous compound that ever 
had a being—the most ridiculous and miserable apology for a party that 
ever sprung from the addle-pates of fools or fanatics: the refuse, the off- 
caet of all parties. 
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Yet, with a degree of effrontery unparalleled, these men ask whether 
the Masonic society may not affect their political liberties! Is not 
anti-masonry daily and hourly subverting our political liberties? Do 
they not publicly proclaim their object to be the overthrow of the 
fundamental principle of equal rights?—the basis on which a republican 
government rests. Do they not threaten to wrest from the hands of (ac- 
cording to their own estimate) ‘three hundred thousand” freemen, all 
their “political liberties’’?? From which thenare we to apprehend the 
greater danger? Which is most likely to ‘‘affect our political liberties’’? 
We deny that Masonry ever interfered either in the political or religious 
sentiments of any party or sect;and we challenge our traducers and ca- 
lumniators to the proof. From the testimony of their own party; 
from the ‘thigh priests’’ of their faction, we will prove the baseness 
and falsity of the charge. Hear the evidence of the Rev. Henry 
Jones,—a seceding mason—a man on whom the anti-masonic party 
lean, as on a strong arm; and they will not, of course, question the truth 
of his testimony. The interrogatories were put to the reverend gentleman 
by an ‘Ecclesiastical anti-masonic Convention,’’ held at Danville, in 
December last; and the answers annexed, were then and there given: 

Question 1.—Did you, while a member of the Lodge, consider 
that the oaths you had taken, infringed upon your religious or political 
opinions? 

Answer.—TI did not. 

Q. 2.--Did you feel yourself bound to execute the penalties upona 
member who should disclose the secrets of Masonry? 

A.—I am not willing to own that I was even at heart a murderer. 
{Mark the jesuitical evasion of the man! On the question being repea- 
ted, anda definite answer required, his reply was]—TI did not. 

Q. 3.—Did you suppose, from any thing you saw or heard, that your 
brethren, with whom you associated, felt that they were to take the life 
of one that should disclose? 

A.—I pIp NoT. . 

Q. 4.—Did you consider yourself bound to vote fora BROTHER, to 
any office, in preference to another of equal qualifications? 

A.—I pip Nor. 

Q. 5.--Did you consider yourself bound to screen from jus- 
tice, a brother who had committed a crime which exposed him to 
punishment by the civil law? 

A.—I pip NoT. 


Q. 6.—Did you ever hear any particular religious tenets or political 
principles, discussed in the Lodge? 

A.--I NEVER DID. 

We wish it to be borne in mind that these questions were put by 
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an anti-masonic Convention; and the answersto them given by a Sece- 
ding Mason; one who knew the internal regulations of the La ge; and 
one who professes to be acquainted with the principles of the Insutution. 
What then becomes of all the accusations brought against the Order of 
Freemasonry? In what does its criminality and baseness consist? 
However lightly the testimony of either may be regarded by the people, 
surely that furnished by a seceding mason will be received by anti-ma- 
sons,as entitled to some consideration. The candid and liberal mind 
will not require further evidence to disprove the charges brought against 
us—it will not ask any thing more to satisfy it that the design of anti- 
masonry isto promote the pecuniary interests and political aggrandize- 
ment of its instigators and supporters. 








The undersigned, members of the masonic institution, and principally of 
Aurora Lodge, or King Solomon’s Royal Arch Chapter, at Mont- 
pelier, Vt. beg the privilege of calling the attention of the public to 
the folloiwng 

APPEAL. 


IT cannot be unknown to you, fellow citizens, that on the 5th of 
the present month, there assembled in this Village a body of in- 
dividuals, who collectively denominated themselves an Anti-Ma- 
sonic Slate Convention. 

The first principles of this government necessarily imply the 
right, which is expressly sanctioned by its written constitution, of 
any body of men collecting peaceably together, to redress any 
grievances within the scope of their immediate authority, or unit- 
edly present theirsolemn declarations of opinion against the prac- 
tical adoption of any principles or the continuation of any prac- 
tices, repugnant to all and each of the benefits, privileges and 
immunities which are inviolably secured to the people by the 
federal compact. It matters not what name such a convocation 
may be pleased to assume to itself, or even against what interest 
it may be ostensibly directed, so Jong as the real purpose is, the 
procurement of a justifiable remedy for a palpable and sensible 
wrong. 

None of us are disposed to deny this position in the abstract 
or the concrete, for many of us have been witnesses to the ad- 
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vantages it has secured, the dangers it has averted, and the inju- 
ries it has summarily redressed. Whenever the contingency may 
arrive, that the aid of all or either of us shall be required, by our 
voices, our property or our persons, for the conservation of any of 
the rights already identified with republican liberty, or those 
which the progress of intellect and knowl edge may hereafter an- 
nex to the list, we have givena record of our names, which will 
stand as a pledze of preparation to obey the call. 

Had we supposed that the leaders of the anti-masonic conven- 
tion were governed by this principle, and that a society dangerous 
to our free institutions, obtained among us, without doubt or dif- 
ficulty, one and all, we would have yielded our hearts to their 
cause, aud our strength for its support. Had we been in doubt 
upon the matter, and been brought to our present belief by a series 
of artificial and intangible reasoning, we would have searched 
longer and farther for the trnth, and avoided an obtrusion of our 
opinions upon your notice, until that which we sought had been 
gained, and the obscurity which might have clouded our minds 
was dispelled by the labors of research and the potency of knowl- 
edge. But knowing, as we do, fellow citizens, that our associa- 
tion owns no principle and no practice but such as are in perfect 
conformity with the purest republicanism—that the earliest lesson 
masonry taught us, was the rigid observation, in spirit and in let- 
ter, of our oath of allegiance toour God and our country—that 
the being a good mason necessarily and inevitably implies the being 
a good citizen,—that the institution inculcates principles of equal- 
ity, and charity, and brotherly affection, among men,—and binds 
its members with deep solemnity, tu the practice of those moral 
virtues, which strengthen the bounds of human society, and as an 
inevitable consequence, those of the government, without which 
this society could not, in its force and purity, exist,—knowing that 
the broad and sweeping denunciations, and unqualified allegations 
of murder, and treason, and corruption against it, by the body of 
which we speak, are totally unwarranted, and directly reprobated 
by its principles, so far as any of us know them, and utterly and 
unequivocally disproved and confuted by so much of its practical 
operation as our experience or observation has enabled us to wit- 
ness,--we have thought it a duty which we owed you as well asa 
respect due to our own characters and reputations, in this public 
manner, to manifest our most solemn denial of the charges that 
have been, with so much assurance, made. 
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The abduction and probable death of Wm. Morgan, which 
justly excited the alarm and indignation of the community, is con- 
ceded, we believe on all sides, to have been the incipient steps tow- 
ards the progress of the party denominated Inti-masonic. Why 
a class or party of individuals should usurp to themselves exclu- 
sively the right or privilege of entertaining sentiments of deep 
horror and solemn indignation at an outrage which concerned every 
American citizen, or constitute themselves a tribunal, with the 
cognizance of crimes, which are legitimately to be inquired of, 
and punished by the judiciary of our country, we confess ourselves 
unable to determine. ‘That they should go even further, and not 
merely assume the crime of the judge, and the sable of the exe- 
cutioner, but by an ex post fucto process, identify a large and re- 
spectable society of individuals, dispersed over the whole terri- 
tory cf these United States, with the abducters and probable 
murderers of a single man, greatly shakes our confidence in the 
sanity of some, and belief in the purity of intention of others. If 
we entirely disregard the effects thus far, which this assumption 
has produced, and direct the public attention to the future, there 
will, in the view of all judicious men, be discovered sufficient of 
direful and dreaded evil, to induce the repudiation of a principle, 
pregnant with destruction to that which it cost much rich blood 
to secure. As masons no less than as men and as christians,— 
and we have found no reason to convince us of the incompati- 
bility of the characters,—we have disclaimed, and do here again 
disclaim all knowledge of, cr participation in, Morgan’s abduction. 
In all our experience, we have found no masonic principle or ob- 
ligation that would justify, or palliate it; and in this opinion, we 
are fortified by the sentimets of every member of the fraternity, 
within the boundarics of our knowledge. A masonic governor 
was the first to offer a large reward for the cetection of the perpe- 
trators of the nefarious act ; and we consc‘entiously believe that 
this demonstration of official authority has met the hearty con- 
currence and co-operation of every true freemason whose exertions 
could avail the least.* We have reason to believe that some calling 





*The following preamble and resolution were adopted by the Grand 
Chapter of the State of New York, at their communication in 1827. 

Whereas, the rights of personal liberty and security are guaranteed by 
the free constitution under which we, the members of this Grand 
Chapter, in common with the rest of our fellow citizens, have the hap- 
piness to live: And whereas we esteem the preservation of these rights 
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themselves members of the fraternity, were concerned in the trans- 
action ; but that its principles gave them any warrant or coloring 
for the proceeding, from our best knowledge and belief, we utter_ 
ly deny. Inour society, as in all others, are found vicious and 
misguided men. When such yield themselves to their propensities, 
the masonic character is necessarily cast aside, and as we would 
not sanction the conduct, so we ought not be visited by its odium. 

‘here is nothing in masonry, so far as we are acquainted with 
it, that at all answers to the charge which has been so sweepingly 
made. We have heard the lodge declared to be a refuge for cut- 
throats and villains ; and that under its sanction every sort of iniq- 
uity was perpetrated. We should exhaust your patience were we 
to go thro’ the detail of enormitics which have been heaped upon 
ug and ourorder. Not infrequently have the charge and the in- 
vective proceeded from an individual styling himself a seceding 
mason. If such an one was what he pretended, and if he knew 
any thing of masonry, he knew also, that the accusation was di- 
rectly at variance with the truth. We know it and declare it so 
to be. In the outset we deemed it too ridiculously absurd to gain 
credence with any one, but we have found that by continued and 
obstinate repetition, and the assumption of every possible shape 
and form, there have been found, those, who, in the absence of de- 
nial, were disposed to yield it their belief.— Again we declare it to 
be untrue : as also the allegation, that one mason is bound to aid 
in the politica] aggrandizement of another. 


of vital importance to the perpetuity and fullenjoyment of the blessings 
of our republican institutions: And whereas the community has lately 
witnessed a violation of the same, under the alleged pretext of the Ma- 
sonic name and sanction, in the case of Wm. Morgan: And whereas 
the principles of our ancient and honorable fraternity coatain noth- 
ing which in the slightest degree justify or authorise such proceedings ; 
but onthe contrary, do inall their tenets and ceremonies, encourage 
and inculcate a just submission to the laws, the enjoyment of equal 
rights by every individual, and a high and elevated spirit of personal as 
well as national independence. ' 

Therefore, Resolved, By thisGrand Chapter, that we its members, 
individually and asa body, do dixclaim all knowledge or approbation 
of the said proceedings in relation to the abduction of the said William 
Morgan ; and that we disapprove of the same as a violation of the maj- 
esty of the laws, and an infringement of the rights of personal lib. 
erty, secured to every citizen of our free and happy republic. 
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We have never known masonry, directly or indirectly, to inter- 
fere with the political concerns of the state or nation ; and during 
the whole course of our membership, which to some of us answers 
for more than thirty years,—we have known no instance, in which 
it was made a subject of discussion or remark in the lodge.— 
Among us are found men of all religious and political sects and 
parties which have had a being since our government began. Some 
of us, it will be seen have been warm advocates of the cause 
we espoused, while others of us will be found to have been ar- 
rayed upon the opposing side, with at least an equal zeal. Dur- 
ing all these times, we have met in the lodge room, under the influ- 
ence of masonry, as friends; and we have met there thus, because 
we left party partialities and prejudices without the door. 

If our institution recognizes any such principles as are now at- 
tempted to be fastened upon it, why have any of these professed 
seceding masons, why has any honest and enlightened man, after 
receiving one or more degrees, sought to involve himself deeper in 
this sink of iniquity ? We know the answer to this is, that they 
were stimulated on from finding nothing in the lower degrees worth 
possessing, Fellow citizens, if there be nothing worth the pos- 
session ina pure and upright heart, and a beliefin God and the Holy 
Scriptures,—in faith and charity—in morality and brotherly love, 
in temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice,—in upright conduct 
before God and man,—in peace, fidelity and equality,—-then we are 
constrained to acknowledge the lower degrees of masonry vain, 
barren and useless. All these principles and virtues are there incul- 
cated, andthe man who can pronounce them worthless, is just such 
an one as should renounce and denounce masonry. If seceding ma- 
sons have delivered you an unvarnished tale, why did they so long 
continue with us, thus blackened with infamy ? It was only af- 
ter the idea had gone abroad that masons were to be deprived of 
offices cf trust and emolument, that they seem to have collected 
their reason about them sufficiently to be convinced that their 
pretended shackles hung heavy on their consciences. They con- 
tend that the moral blindness in which they were enveloped by 
their initiatory ceremonies, was moved only on the eve of their 
secession. Asmiserable as is the subterfuge, we will answer it 
by the remark, that for ourselves, we have no consciousness of 
mental obscurity in this matter, and that if such obscurity is about 
us, the prospects of political preferment are not yet sufficiently 
apparent, to shake the scales from our eyes, 
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themselves members of the fraternity, were concerned in the trans- 
action ; but that its principles gave them any warrant or coloring 
for the proceeding, from our best knowledge and belief, we utter- 
ly deny. Inour society, as in all others, are found vicious and 
misguided men. When such yield themselves to their propensities, 
the masonic character is necessarily cast aside, and as we would 
not sanction the conduct, so we ought not be visited by its odium. 

‘here is nothing in masonry, so far as we are acquainted with 
it, that at all answers to the charge which has been so sweepingly 
made. We have heard the lodge declared to be a refuge for cut- 
throats and villains ; and that under its sanction every sort of iniq- 
uity was perpetrated. We should exhaust your patience were we 
to go thro’ the detail of enormities which have been heaped upon 
ug and ourorder. Not infrequently have the charge and the in- 
vective proceeded from an individual styling himself a seceding 
mason. If such an one was what he pretended, and if he knew 
any thing of masonry, he knew also, that the accusation was di- 
rectly at variance with the truth. We know it and declare it so 
to be. In the outset we deemed it too ridiculously absurd to gain 
credence with any one, but we have found that by continued and 
obstinate repetition, and the assumption of every possible shape 
and form, there have been found, those, who, in the absence of de- 
nial, were disposed to yield it their belief.—Again we declare it to 
be untrue : as also the allegation, that one mason is bound to aid 
in the political aggrandizement of another. 


of vital importance to the perpetuity and full enjoyment of the blessings 
of our republican institutions: And whereas the community has lately 
witnessed a violation of the same, under the alleged pretext of the Ma- 
sonic name and sanction, in the case of Wm. Morgan: And whereas 
the principles of our ancient and honorable fraternity coatain noth- 
ing which in the slightest degree justify or authorise such proceedings ; 
but on the contrary, do inall their tenets and ceremonies, encourage 
and inculcate a just submission to the laws, the enjoyment of equal 
rights by every individual, and a high and elevated spirit uf personal as 
well as national independence. | 

Therefore, Resolved, By thisGrand Chapter, that we its members, 
individually and as a body, do disclaim all knowledge or approbation 
of the said proceedings in relation to the abduction of the said William 
Morgan ; and that we disapprove of the same as a violation of the maj- 
esty of the laws, and an infringement of the rights of personal lib. 
erty, secured to every citizen of our free and happy republic. 
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We have never known masonry, directly or indirectly, to inter- 
fere with the political concerns of the state or nation ; and during 
the whole course of our membership, which to some of us answers 
for more than thirty years,—we have known no instance, in which 
it was made a subject of discussion or remark in the lodge.— 
Among us are found men of all religious and political sects and 
parties which have had a being since our government began. Some 
of us, it will be seen have been warm advocates of the cause 
we espoused, while others of us will be found to have been ar- 
rayed upon the opposing side, with at least an equal zeal. Dur- 
ing all these times, we have met in the lodge room, under the influ- 
ence of masonry, as friends; and we have met there thus, because 
we left party partialities and prejudices without the door. 

If our institution recognizes any such principles as are now at- 
tempted to be fastened upon it, why have any of these professed 
seceding masons, why has any honest and enlightened man, after 
receiving one or more degrees, sought to involve himself deeper in 
this sink of iniquity ? We know the answer tothis is, that they 
were stimulated on from finding nothing in the lower degrees worth 
possessing. Fellow citizens, if there be nothing worth the pos- 
session ina pure and upright heart, and a beliefin God and the Holy 
Scriptures,—in faith and charity—in morality and brotherly love, 
in temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice,—in upright conduct 
before God and man,—in peace, fidelity and equality,—-then we are 
constrained to acknowledge the lower degrees of masonry vain, 
barren and useless. All these principles and virtues are there incul- 
cated, andthe man who can pronounce them worthless, is just such 
an one as should renounce and denounce masonry. If seceding ma- 
sons have delivered you an unvarnished tale, why did they so long 
continue with us, thus blackened with infamy? It was only af- 
ter the idea had gone abroad that masons were to be deprived of 
offices of trust and emolument, that they seem to have collected 
their reason about them sufficiently to be convinced that their 
pretended shackles hung heavy on their consciences. They con- 
tend that the moral blindness in which they were enveloped by 
their initiatory ceremonies, was moved only on the eve of their 
secession. Asmiserable as is the subterfuge, we will answer it 
by the remark, that for ourselves, we have no consciousness of 
mental obscurity in this matter, and that if such obscurity is about 
us, the prospects of political preferment are not yet sufficiently 
apparent, to shake the scales from our eyes. 
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If seceders were convinced that masonry is what they represent it 
to be, why did they not remain in the lodge and devote the labors 
of a life in exeitions to convince and reclaim their brethren, and 
guide them to the path of duty, instead of dealing out their railing 
accusations in the streets, and mounting the forum and hurling 
their anathemas at every head which dared yet to believe the or- 
der what it had been regarded from time immemorial, and hazard 
rebuke and suffering for a season, rather than assume the accom- 
modating and obsequious bearing of the flatterer, or the time- 
serving blasphemy of the hypocrite. 

Masonry, so far as we know, requires not of its members, the 
performance of any act in contravention of the statutory regulations, 
or the laws and usages of our country. By becoming a mason, 
an individual voluntarily imposes upon himself a double obligation, 
to be, in the literal and legitimate meaning of the term, a true and 
faithful citizen. ‘This is expressly and in direct terms inculeated in 
the lodge, and fortified by those moral precepts without which, 
christianity itself could not exist. We have in no instance been 
required to bind ourselves to yield a suffrage for a member of the 
institution in preference to one who is not, or use exertions for the 
relief, protection or escape of such as had rendered themselves ob- 
noxious to the retributions of the laws. Doctrines like these, in 
masonry, we have never found. Neither have we discovered 
aught, which by fair and honest interpretation, could be brought to 
sanction a solitary principle militating, in the remotest manner, 
against the purest and the strictest christian morality. 

Surely, we impose upon ourselves the duty of administering 
to the necessities of a worthy brother, his widow and orphans. 
To this we hardly thought the most captious could except. But 
it seems there isat this day abroad a spirit, whose magical influ- 
ence can transform the dearest of charity’s doings into machin- 
ations of the most wicked depravity. We have been charged, 
on this very account, with being exclusive in our charities. Be- 
fore we became masons, there existed between us and our fellow 
men certain well defined relations and obligations. Aside from 
anything else, the law of nature imperatively taught us, so far as 
our means extended, to satisfy the wants and remove the ne- 
cessities of those who might be smote by the visitation of these 
afflictions. Can these obligations be in any way shaken off, or 
evaded? Thecasuist who should hazard such an assertion, would 
be at once silenced by the opposing power of every finer feeling 
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which has existence in the human breast. When we took upon 
ourselves the duties which masonry enjoins, we found among them 
that of relieving the distresses, administering to the wants, and 
soothing the sorrows of those, whom the misfortunes of our breth- 
ren should leave in destitution. ‘The previous obligation still re- 
mained fresh in force —We had no power orright to divest our- 
selves ofit. Nature clothed us with it, and it became incipient- 
ly a portion of us, and must exist inseparably from us, until nature 
shall itself expire. We voluntarily enlarged the sphere of our 
charitable ministrations, and for so doing, we believed and still 
believe, an act was performed, which renders us more worthy of 
the confidence and affections of mankind. 

It has been urged against the institution that its rites are blas- 
phemous. There are quite a number among us, fellow citizens, 
who have for many years belonged to the visible church, and 
been the professed followers of the humble Saviour of men. We 
have never deemed that masonry would supply the place of cur 
christian system of religion, or be alone sufficient to ensure us an 
immortality of bliss. We have found it, in many instances, a great 
help to the inculcation of purely religious duties, andin a multi- 
tude of others, we have been enabled by its influence, to impress 
moral precepts upon the mind, where otherwise the admoniticn 
would have utterly failed. In all our observation we discovered 
nothing in which sacred things were sported or trifled with, and 
above all, nothing to which we should suppose the most fastidious 
could affix the epithet we have recited above. ‘The pretensions 
of the institution have also undergone a rigid scrutiny. What some 
of its vain or enthusiastic members may have represented it to be, 
isa matter for which we are wholly irresponsible. For ourselves 
we have mainly regarded it—and our opinion is in no wise changed, 
—as a moral and benevolent institution. One, calculated in many 
cases, to still the cry of human misery, and convert the bitter tears 
of affliction into substantive testimonials of gratitude and joy. 
One calculated to reclaim erring man; by impressing upon his 
mind moral beauties, in a manner simply eloquent and forcibly 
effective ; and in an eminent degree, to nurture and cherish, and 
to bring into active exercise those generous and sympathetic feel- 
ings of our nature, which freely and fully interchanged, soften the 
asperities of the human heart, and elevate man a degree nearer 
to the state of superior intelligences. 

It cannot be expected that in this brief exposition of our princi- 
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ples, we should advert to every charge which the railers against 
our order have been pleased to make. We bear willingly our 
united testimony to the purity of its principles, and having thus 
destroyed the basis upon which the monstrous superstructure they 
have reared must rest, we feel a ready conviction that you will 
concur with us in opinion, that the superstructure itself must crum- 
ble to the earth. 

We have but afew words to add, fellow citizens, and we have 
done. Wehave made it a point during out lives to be good mem- 
bers of the republic as well as good masons. We have given and 
still continue to give of our substance, for the support of our inval- 
uable government, and the effectual execution of its laws. We 
have yielded, as men, something to sustain kindred societies estab- 
lished for the amelioration of the condition of degraded portions 
of the human race. We have been taught that ali mankind were 
brethren, and that all, at least inthis government, were entitled to 
an equal and impartial distribution of privileges. If of the latter 
we are deprived, the honorable badge of the citizen will become 
polluted by the groveling weeds of the slave. ‘To degrade us to 
this point, do not the principles of action of the anti-masonic par- 
ty, directly tend? 

When a laudable feeling pervaded the minds of a large and re- 
spectable body of individuals in the state of New York, at the 
outrage there perpetrated upon the rights of personal inviolability, 
we feared nothing, because we knew their every effurt was tem- 
pered with judgment, and prudence, and discretion. Now that the 
face of things have changed ; anda spirit of unqualified proscrip- 
tion is pouring its desolating fruits upon us, the same equanimity 
of feeling and consciousness of security, cannot, in the nature of 
things, prevail. We have been told, and that too, openly and 
without circumlocution, that of each and all of us, the church 
of God must be purged! That we must no more enter the sanc- 
tuzry and participate in the ceremonial commemoration of the most 
signal act,--which would suffer debasement by being simply de- 
nominated magnanimity,—that hath ever been witnessed since the 
world began. We have been told that character and conduct of 
such spotless purity that the malignant slanderer hath never 
dared to breathe upon it, isto weigh but as a feather, contrasted 
with continued adhesion to the institution. That in despite of 
all this, and every other virtue which humanity hath ever known, 
the halls of legislation, the chair of the executive, and the bench of 
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the judiciary are to undergoa rigid inquisition, and the test of 
competency rest entirely inthe single, simple fact, whether the in- 
cumbent is or isnot--a mason! You may be startled at the annun- 
ciation of doctrines like these. Not more so than were we, when 
they were first promulged. That they are those of the leaders of 
the party styled anti-masonic, for confirmation we appeal to any 
and every one who witnessed the proceedings of the late conven- 
tion. And for what is this war of extermination waged against us? 
Plainly and shortly, because we will not stand up in the face of 
Heaven and earth and swear thal to be of vicious tendency, which 
we conscientiously believe in perfect harmony with the strictest 
morality and virtue. 

It would seem, fellow citizens, that the times are radically chang- 
ed. When doctrines like the above are unblushingly given to the 
world, and with the sanction of those who are professedly ‘ legates 
of the skies,’ itcan augur nothing less than a revolution in human 
polity, coextensive with the existence of republican liberty. It is 
not simply masons or masonry which it will affect ; but each and 
every one, be he friend or foe to it or them, who will not directly 
lend his exertions in aid of this impious crusade, will be marked as 
a subject of interdiction, and his property as the rightful spoil of an 
unholy civil conquest. 

We have witnessed, and you will believe us when we say with, 
no ordinary pain, ministersof the Gospel, forgetful of the retir- 
ing humility of their Master, harranguing the people with an indis- 
creet and reprehensible zeal, and calling to their assistance every 
artifice which their associations could suggest, for the purpose of 
creating an unnatural and unwarrantable excitement inthe pub- 
lic mind. We haveseen menherd with men, whose only claim 
upon their affections or to their confidence, was resolved into 
the single questionable recommendation, of a peculiar solicitude 
for the success of projected political schemes. We have found those 
of asister state intruding upon the political concerns of this, and 
using unmeasured pains to excite the storm and direct it to sub- 
serve their purposes. We have seen in this sister state political 
bankrupts of every hue and faction, become regenerated by the 
utterance of the magical polysyllable anti-masonry, and assimilate 
with apparent coherency, for the guidance of its bark in the tem- 
pest, to the goal of office. We have seen a portion of the public 
press teem with misrepresentations, repeated and reiterated to 
force conviction, and these dispersed like fire-brands over the 
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country, to inflame the public feeling. We have seen the most 
irrelevant circumstances dragged in, invested with a new and 
different dress, and then charged tothe account of masonry. We 
have seen the institution pourtrayed by its enemies, not as it is, but 
as they wished it might be, to answer their ends, and then a se- 
ries of inferences drawn, with a quantum of low abuse and invec- 
tive superadded, perfectly in character with the spirit manifested in 
the previous assumption of the counterfeit premises. For all 
and more than this, we have but to refer you to the columns of jour- 
nals, which are officiously intruded upon your observation. 

Fellow citizens, we have done. Some of you have long known 
and long lived with us on terms of free and familiar intercourse.—- 
To such of you we put the question, whether you believe us guilty 
of the foul enormities which are disposed in such formidable array 
against us? Wehere renew the declaration, that in masonry we 
have never been taught, have never observed or received, any 
thing, either in principle or in practice, contrary to our moral, or 
civil, or religious duty—our obligations to man, to our country, or 
our God. You cannot fail to be well assured, that it is not against 
masonry merely that the weapons of the leaders of anti-n:asonry 
are hurled ; or the simple abolition of that: institution the object 
nearest their hearts. Although there are found in the anti-masonic 
ranks many honest and conscientious men, yet you well know, that 
those who have conspicuously embarked in the enterprize, have 
risked their all upon the issue of the voyage. ‘Therefore is there 
every inducement presented for them to marshal their best ener- 
gies to attain the end without regarding the means,—-to secure 
power, if in so doing, they trample the liberties of the people he- 
neath their feet. [In our intercourse with you, have you dis- 
covered that gross impropriety of conduct which will warrant 
the unqualified sentence of outlawry ? Anything deserving dis- 
franchisement,—-the division of our families, the destruction of our 
social intercourse, the derangement of our business, and the an- 
nihilation of all hopes of future comfort or usefulness ? If not, 
bear testimony to the unbroken and unimpaired confidence which 
we still possess. You have our pledge for the truth of this rela- 
tion. It has been reluctantly drawn from us, but the call was so 
clear and so explicit, that a descent respect for your opinions 
impelled us to the exposition, however unwilling we might have 
been to present ourselves for the public attention. We believe 
there can be no doubt upon the question of masonry or political 
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anti-masonry, and if you will bring your unbiassed judgments to 
the task of scrutinizing this matter, you will assuredly arise from 
the investigation, convinced that we have spoken to you the words 


of truth and soberness. 


Jeduthun Loomis 
Joseph Howes 
Sylvanus Baldwin 
George Worthington 
Salvin Collins 
Charles Bulkeley 
Stephen Foster 
Parley Davis 

Benj. 1. Wheeler 
John E. Palmer 
Isaac Putnam 
Thomas Reed 
Chester Nye 

Benj. Chatterton 
Elijah Holden 

Jera Wheelock 
Oramel H. Smith 
Lucius Houghton 
Silas Williams, jr. 
John Goldsbary 
Caleb Bliss 

Pliny Curtis 
Nathaniel Carpenter 
John Poor 

Ira Owen 

Alfred Wainwright 
Rember Kent, jr. 
Phineas Dodge 
Jerath’] B. Wheeler 


~ Timothy Hubbard 


Amos Rice 


Horatio N. Baylies 
Adolphus Thurston 
Simeon S. Post 
Luman Rublee 

H. H. Reed 

Asa Gaylord 
Rawsel R. Keith 
Araunah Waterman 
Ebenezer Lewis 
Samuel Goss 
Cyrus Johnson 
John Spalding 
Th: Reed, jr. 
James Spalding 
Silas C. French 
Daniel Baldwin 
Ophir Leonard 
Harry Richardson 
Norman Rublee 
George W. Hill 
Welcome Wheelock 
Silas Hall 

John Parker 
Nathaniel Davis 
Marmeduke Wait 
Alden Palmer 
Nathaniel Davis, jr. 
James Bennett 
John Winslow 
Israel Dewey 

Abel Knapp 


Nathan Jewett 
Silas W. Cobb 
George ‘Townsend 
Andrew Wheatley 
Nathaniel Bancroft 
Amherst Simons 
Zebina Moulton 
Samuel Simpson 
John Thwing 
Lemuel Farwell 
Newel Kinsman 
Maynard French 
Daniel Spring 
Smith Sherman 
Robert Paddock 
Warren Ellis 
Jesse Patterson 
Denison Smith 
Walter Claffy 
Chapin Keith 
James Hale 
William Ripley 
Aaron Rood 

E. B. Brown 
Shubael Wheeler 
Nelson A. Chase 
Alonzo Pearce 
George W. Bliss 
Joshua Pitkin 


15th July, 1829. 
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From the State Palladium. 
GMasonute Song. 

Hail sublime and mystic tie, 

Glorious orb of masonry, 

Like the orient beams of morn 

The bright empurpled East adorn, 

To add effulgence to the day, 

And drive the mist of night away. 
Glorious source of light divine, 
Friendship, peace, and virtue’s shrine, 
Song of gratitude we raise, 

And dedicate to thee our praise, 





Brothers, join the festive throng, 
Social myrth inspires our song; 
While in harmony we meet, 

Masons all as brother’s greet. 

See the clouds of darkness fly, 
Kefore the sun of Masonry; 

Form’d by Heaven’s almighty hand, 
Its base as firm as earth shall stand— 
Diffusing light from east to west, 
And nations with its beams be blest. 


Arching ages round shall roll— 
Time the fate of man control, 
Still resplendent light shall stand, 
Its summit rear’d by virtue’s hand, 
Brothers join the festive throng, 
Social mirth inspires our song, 
While in harmony we meet, 
Masons all as brother’s greet, 
Brother’s hail the heavenly guest, 
Sanctioned by the high behest; 
Let truth and friendship be our guide 
Beneath whose compass we confide— 
Our actions squared by virtue’s laws, 
To magnify our first great cause. 
Thus when life’s meridian’s past, 
The tie of friendship still shall last— 
Its sacred unity endure, 
Till endless ages be no more. 


| 
| 
; 


Bothers join the festive throng, 
Social mirth inspires our song, 
While in harmony we meet, 
Masons all as brothers greet. 
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TO THE REV, JOSHUA BRADLEY, OF LOUISVILLE, KY. 


SIR,— 


YOUR Renunciation of Freemasonry which has of late appear- 
ed in some of the Anti-Masonic papers of this quarter, is deserv- 
ing of some small notice. Not on account of any surprise it may 
have created in the mind of any of the brotherhood—because 
those who have been best acquainted with you, view the course 
you have taken as according perfectly with your character. 

But that the public may have an opportunity of judging of you 
correctly, I have thought proper to notice a few things in your re- 
nunciation, and to compare them with some of your Masonic 
writings. You say ‘“‘ I never had a thought that Masonry was re- 
ligion.” I would ask you toturn your attention to a book writ- 
ten by you, entitlec “Some of the Beauties of Freemasonry”—- 
page 12, where you acknowledge our principles to be drawn from 
Revelation. Page 17, ‘‘ Here, without molesting the peaceful 
abodes of any, we cordially unite our talents—raise a fund for the 
indigent worthy brother, the widow and the orphan, and bow our 
knees before the Father of lights ; beseeching him to make us 
his sons—to keep us from the contaminating principles of selfish- 
ness and to enable us to spread our arms as extensively as possi- 
ble, to deliver our brethren from calamity, their connexions from 
penury, and the whole world from darkness and condemnation.” 
Now, sir, will you say that that system which has its origin in di- 
vine revelation has no religion in it—and will you say that an insti- 
tution has no religion in it, whose members are taught by its glo- 
rious precepts to bow the knee before the Father of lights, humbly 
imploring his mercy that he would permit them to become his sons 
—that ne would enable them to be instrumental in alleviating 
suffering humanity, and that the whole world might be delivered 
from darkness and condemnation. Page 48—49, ‘'The united 
effects of christianity and genuine Masonry are productive of 
the best society.» Hence masonry becomes the handmaid of chris- 
tianity, from which it draws its principles, and Mr. Bradley denies 
there being any religion in Masonry. ‘‘ It teaches those great and 
awful truths on which futurity is founded, and points tomeans by 
which we may obtain the rewards of virtue.” ‘And whatsoever 

Sig. 19 
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we promise, to religiously perform.”? Has Mr. Bradley been sincere 
in saying that he never thought there was any religion in Masonry? 
Let the world give the answer. Page 156. ‘Let it not be suppos- 
ed that you have here labored in vain, and spent your strength for 
nought, for your work is with your Lord, and your recompense 
with your God.” “Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind, live 
in peace, and may the God of love delight to dwell with and bless 
you.” 

Here Mr. Bradley says that the Mason’s work is with the Lord; 
and that his recompense is with his God; and that the God of peace 
and love will delight to dwell with and bless him--and then says, 
** Inever thought there was any religion in Masonry.” 

Again. ‘*'Thou hast promised that when two or three are gath- 
ered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of them and 
bless them.” 

‘‘In thy name we assemble ; most humbly be seeching thee to 
bless all our undertakings, that we may know and serve thee 
aright; and that all our actions may tend to the glory, and to our 
advancement in knowledge and virtue.” 

Ithink Mr. Bradley had better return to Newport, R. I. where 
he first settled in the ministry, and there inform them that the 
doctrine which he had promulgated among them and elsewhere in 
his preaching, was false ; and though the gospel says that, ‘* where 
two or three are met together in my name,”’ &c. that the actual 
meeting of men agreeably to the words of our Saviour would be no 
evidence of any religion in the church. I will here transcribe 
parts of a number of paragraphs which Mr. B. has introduced into 
his book, which may be found from page 164 to 172--‘* May we 
be active under the divine light, and dwell in thy truth—-enable us 
to be faithful tothee. ‘Take us under the shadow of thy protec- 
tion, and to thy service and glory may we consecrate our hearts. 
May we always have faith in thee, and hope in salvation.” 
‘* Formed as thy temple, and enriched with thy wisdom, we look 
up to thee to inspire us with understanding, with science, with 
virtue, with all that can dignify, refine, and exalt our nature 
and render the temple at least not wholly unworthy of its sacred 
inhabitant.’? “ May brotherly love and charity always abound 
among us, and when we have finished our work here below, let 
our transition be from this earthly tabernacle to the heavenly tem- 
ple above ; there among thy jewels may we appear in thy glo- 
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ry, ferever and ever—May thy kingdom come—may thy will be 
done,” &c. ‘‘ Especially would we at this time render thee our 
thanksgiving and praise for the institution.” ‘‘Give us grace dil- 
igently to search thy word in the book of nature wherein the du- 
ties of our high vocation are inculcated with divine authority.” 
‘‘Let all our actions prove to an admiring world that our lives are 
sincerely dedicated to thee our God, and to the relief of our fel- 
low creatures; and finally when we yield up our breath to 
thee, may we be admitted into the sublime and eternal Lodge, 
where happiness reigns without alloy, and where around the 
throne of the great Jehovah we shall sing hallelujahs to his 
name.”’ 

From the foregoing can any rational being believe for one mo- 
ment, Mr. B. when he says, “I never hada thought that masonry 
was religion,’ when every temper and disposition that it is ne- 
cessary for the soul to possess,is expressed in those sublime ejacula- 
tions of the Author of our existence, with Mr. b.’s acknowledg- 
ment of its divine origin? I have not pretended to quote the half 
of those passages in Mr. B.’s book that go to show conclusively that 
Mr. B, did once think masonry divine. In two verses in his poet- 
ry at the close of his book, he expressly calls masonry a divine art, 
not less than three times. But Mr. B. may say that the compo- 
sition is not his own. Granted—-but he has introduced this poetry 
into his book as authentic; besides, to one unacquainted, the 
lines would appear to be his own production, forhe has forgotten 
to let his readers know, that they were borrowed. But happily 
for the sake of the case, we are furnished with a substantial proof 
that Mr. B. did once view the institution of Masonry divine. Ina 
small catch-penny work of Mr. B.’s addressed to masons, (by which 
he obtained from the lodges and chapters in this state, hundreds 
of dollars) he says—‘‘ Here my imagination glows, and I seize and 


clothe myself in the vestments of one of our poets, and close my 
address with his dictions.’ 


‘* Hail Masonry divine ! 

Glory of ages shine, 

Long mayest thou reign— 
Where thy Lodges stand 

May they have great command, 
Always grow the land, 

Thou art divine.”’ 
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And the last line of the next verse is ‘* Thou art divine.” 
Hence it seems that there was a time when Mr. B. thought at least 
that the institution was divine; and of course there must be relig- 
ion in it ; but now he says he never believed it. How are these in- 
consistences to be reconciled? Not upon any fair ground of reason- 
ing. Mr. B. further says, ‘‘ Some terms inthe obligations I never 
liked.” I would request him to look at the 14th page of that book 
out of which so much has been quoted, where, speaking of the in- 
troduction of a candidate, ‘‘He may be informed by those whom he 
can believe, that the obligation which he is to take is perfectly moral 
and compatible with the principles of christianity, civil society and 
good government.”’ I think it would be well for Mr. Bradley to 
point out such part of his obligations that he does not like, which he 
says is perfectly moral and compatible with the principles of chris- 
tianity, civil society and good government; for it may be there is 
some thingin morality, christianity, civil society and good govern- 


ment that is corrupt, which the wisdom of the honest Elder has _ 


discovered ; and if so, the world ought to know it. But in the 169th 
page we find the Rev. gentleman giving fervent thanks to his 
Heavenly Father for the institution, and that ne would keep 
the members thereof steadfast in their obligations, &c. Hear his 
words: ‘* Wethank thee that the few here assembled before thee 
have been favoured with new inducements, and laid under new 
and stronger obligations to virtue and holiness. May these obliga- 
tions, O blessed Father, have their full effect upon us.” 

Will not Mr. B. shudder when he reflects on the moral depravity 
of human nature--THAT the adversary of men and goodness should 
prompt him to say that he did not like obligations that would lead 
him to virtue and holiness. Perhaps it is time for him to follow 
the example of his prototype ; let him cry out, ‘* I have sinned,”’ 
and cast down the purchase money, &c. That declaration, ‘‘ But 
masonry is a human, cunningly formed system of deception,” does 
notso very well accord with the writings and public speeches of 
Mr. B. and I think that in this place at least, we may well apply 
the old adage, that ‘* A ought to have the best memory. 





But if we were to judge of masonry from the conduct of some 
of its members we might join with Mr. b.in many of his remarks. 
He has given us a long catalogue of questions to answer which is 
intended to implicate many of the fraternity ; but he has neglect- 
ed to ask some other questions of equal importance—-namely:-- 
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Who was it that wrote the book entitled ‘‘ Some of the beauties 
of Freemasonry,” which was intended as a rival to Webb’s Mon- 
itor, a standard work throughout the union, the principal or the 
whole of which was copied into said book? ns. J. Bradley.— 
Who was it that rejected this book on account of unprincipled 
conduct of its author in attempting to rival his brother in the 
merit due him for his labour; and also for copying one whole chap- 
ter of S. Town’s “Speculative Freemasonry ?” Ans. The 
Grand Chapter of N. York. For this book its author received 
nearly $2,000. It was emblazoned with all the embellishments 
and true features of christianity, brotherly love, relief and truth ; 
and for the express purpose, (if we are to believe his own words,) 
to make it sell well——for he says in one word that there is no relig- 
ion init. Who was it that wrote acatch-penny address to masons ; 
the cost of which was not more than 6 cents, and sold them for 25 
cents--a mere castle built in the air, and after obtaining the real 
object, which was cash (the amount of which was several hundred 
of dollars) received almost from every lodge and chapter in the 
state, then abandoned his visionary project and decamped to 
parts then unknown? Ans. J. Bradley. 

The foregoing is a true picture of the depravity of human nature. 

We learn from Mr. B. that for about 13 years, while ministering 
at the altar in holy things, that he was an active and zealous mason; 
endeavouring by writing and his public eulogies to make the people 
believe that the institution was holy. Not until a very recent 
date has he discovered the impropriety of secret societies; and 
that obligations taken in such societies are not binding, notwith- 
standing such obligations are (if we are to believe Mr. B.) “‘per- 
fectly moral and compatible with the principles of christianity, civil 
society and good government.’? Can an honest community ren- 
der one excuse for Mr. Bradley, for saying that he never thought 
there was any religion in masonry, after fairly canvassing all of 
his writings upon the institution ? No—They must say that he 
played the hypocrite in high style for about 13 or 14 years; or that 
he has told that which was not true in his renunciation. 

Crafisman. 








~~ 
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MYRON HOLLEY. 


THIS gentleman first got astride the anti-masonic-political- 
hobby-horse, at the Convention held in Albany about the first 
of April last; and he seems to be very much pleased with 
his seat. We hope he may long continue to enjoy it. But as no- 
toriety is his ambition; the goal for which he is now racing, 
we subjoin a brief sketch of his political character, and hope 
that it may be of service to him. 

Mr. Hollk was one of the canal commissioners of New-York. 
The Albany Argus says—-“ It appears by the journals of the legis- 
lature, that in 1824, he was a defaulter to the amount of $30,291 
21. A part of this defalcation he pretended he could not account 
for, unless his vouchers had been lost; but for about $12,000 of 
the deficit, it appeared that he had used the public money entrust- 
ed to him as canal commissioner, in making private speculations 
by purchasing lands at important points on the canal. This proper- 
ty he proposed to relinquish to the state, in order to get his friends, 
Granger and others, released from their liability as bail: and after 
effecting this object, he besieged the legislature, and by schemes as 
adroit as those which enabled him from year tq year to cover a 
heavy defalcation and apparently square his accounts with the 
state, and by winning and puling and crying, and other devices 
disreputable in themselves and unworthy of his manhood, procured 
the passage of a law giving him back all the property previously 
surrendered; and heis now among the wealthy men of the western 
part of the state! 

Having forfeited the confidence of the community as a public 
officer, he now degrades himself in his own opinion and in the 
minds of all honorable men, by mounting behind Israel J. Rich- 
ardson, and endeavoring to turn the Anti-Masonic excitement into 
a political hobby. Yes, he consents to enter the political field as 
a follower in the path marked out by that same Israe1]J. Rich 
ardson, who in 1824, charged him with making extra allowances 
to favorite contractors, and shaiing in such allowances: and Hol- 
ley, in his turn, charged Richardson with an attempt to extort mon- 
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ey from him as treasurer of the canal board, by fraudulent practices 
or by the promise that in the event of compliance, he would with- 
draw his proceedings against him asadefaulter. These men, who 
have charged each other with high delinquencies, and with gross 
moral turpitude, (and courtesy demands our credence of what they 
say of each other,) are now co-operating in the same cause, and 
each holds aconspicuous rank in the new levies of political Anti- 
Masonry. It is indeed a marvellous conjunction! 

In 1820, when, as it since appears, Mr. H. wasa defaulter to 
a large amount, he traversed the western country, and denounc- 
ed the patriot Tompkins as a defauller, and persecuted and pursued 
him with a bitterness keen as death and relentless as the grave. 
In all the political tricks of that prolific period, Mr. H. held a 
conspicuous rank. He prosecuted, for a time at least, a preda- 
tory and successful war against the Democratic party and the 
state treasury. If, as was proclaimed, the canal was in danger, 
from the success of his political opponents—the treasury was not 
less in danger, from his new mode of balancing accounts. Hav- 
ing lost his vouchers, and outlived his reputation, he retains noth- 
ing but his ill-gotten wealth and his hatred to the Republican par- 
ty; because it tore away the evil by which he had for years cov- 
ered a ‘‘ multitude ofsins.” Is there a Republican—is there an 
honest man in the state, who does not believe that Myron Holley 
has political objects in joining the Anti-Masonic party? Those who 
know him, will not suspend opinions on this point, for want of 
vouchers. 

And this is the man who comes forward the advocate of the peo- 
ple’s rights, and talks feelingly of ‘* masonic outrages”—-* sordid 
politicians” — shameful inconsistency !”—-and rails at his political 
friends because they are more consistent in their principles, and 
possess a greater share of integrity and political honesty than him- 
self!—and what is still more ridiculous, ‘‘ wonders that any, who 


_ read their bibles, and regard them as the great storehouse of their re- 


ligious opinions and rules of life, should not be open, active, and 
decided anti-masons”!! Weare nota little surprised that even 
so disreputable a party as the anti-masonic, should consent to ac 
knowledge Myron Holley as one of its leaders. But like drown- 
ing men, they catch at straws. Mirror. 
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From the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer. 
ROSALIE. 


The lamp burns dim before thee; 
And a strange drop like dew is on thy brow— 
And thy pale lip is paler—paler now— 
What fearful spell comes o’er thee, 
Rosalie! 


Wake, dreamer, yet awhile, 
With that bright tear which shone when first we met; 
Beneath its silken lash it lingered yet; 
Wake with thy sunny smile, 
Rosalie! 


For this oh! wert thou won, 
From thy wan‘cheek to draw the veil aside, 
And kneel beside thee—call thee mine—-my bride, 
And have thee slumber on, 
Rosalie. 


Oh not for this we wed, 
Think’st thou the voice that gave thee to my breast 
Could whisper ‘ bride and bridegroom,’ had it blessed 

The mourner and the dead, 

Rosalie! 

And could thy spirit fly 
Its breathing—shrine of fairest fashioned clay 
And leave it cold—an altar for decay: 

Gaze on me, thou to die! 

Rosalie! 


For thee the charnal air, 
Thou Parian image of a sculptor’s dream, 
To hide that lingering smile of sunset beam, 


With thy loose scatter’d hair, 
Rosalie! 
Thine is a fearful slumber, 


Thy voice a lute-string broken, while the strain 
Was wandering o’er it sweetest—nced again, 
To breathe its wonted number, 
Rosalie! 


West Point. HARP OF THE ISLE 
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DEFENCE OF MASONRY. 
NUMPER V. 


The opinion which the world seem to entertain, and which the 
spurious theories of the Impostors inculcate ; that we have distinc- 
tions and tztles inconsistent with the democratic principles of our 
government, is entirely without truth for its foundation. As to 
titles--what are they ? They are but nicknames when disunited 
from profit and power ; and are used by Masons, in their social 
discipline and government, as they are by all other rational beings 
on earth. Let us examine a little minutely into this charge ; for 
if true it might justly subject us to suspicion, under our pure dem- 
ocratic institutions. 

In our ordinary, or subordinate Lodges, we have Masters, War- 
dens, and Deacons, (besides inferior officers :) These officers—-of 
all the Lodges within a certain district of territory, (in this country, 
usually, a State)--compose a Grand Lodge, which is a represen- 
tative government, supervisory over all the subordinate Lodges. 
It is also governed by a Master, Wardens, Deacons, &c. who, be- 
cause they belong to this Supreme, (for it acknowledges no supe- 
rior power,) or Grand Lodge, have the appellative of Grand, pre- 
fixed to their official names, as Grand Master, Grand Wardens, 
&c.—-The subordinate Chapters, also, of Royal Arch Masons, 
(which name is derived from the ceremony performed at the com- 
pletion of the Second Temple,) in which the 4, 5, 6 and 7th degrees 
are conferred, has a High Priest, King, Scribe, &c.--These three 
first officers--of all the subordinate Chapters, within a state, or 
certain district of territory—compose a Grand Chapter, which has 
a superintendance over all the subordinate Chapters; and hence, 
as in the Grand Lodge, the officers take the distinction of Grand, 
as Grand High Priest, §c. ‘The three first Grand Officers, of all 
the Grand Chapters in the United States, compose a General 
Grand R. A, Chapter, which superintends all the Grand Chapters. 

It will be observed, that in the subordinate Lodges the names 
given to the officers, are as simple as could well be conceived, and 
they correspond with the duties originally assigned them : and the 
term, Grand, in the Supreme Lodge, is used only by way of des- 
ignating that body and its officers from inferior ones. In the sub- 
ordinate Chapters, the distinctive appellations of the officers are 
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Society. The High-Priest among the Jews was the head of their 

three orders of Priest-hood ; and superintended the ceremonies, 
J rites and mysteries of the Temple ; and instructed the King, ot 
civil head of their political state, in his duty : Hence the King. was 
always second to him, in the Temple ; and the Scribe, whose office 
it was to transcribe and record all matters worthy of preservation, 
and to interpret and expound the Hoty Scriptures, took prece- 
dence next the King. These official names, as well as those appli- 
ed to the officers in the Lodges, it will be seen, correspond with the 
duties and relations in which those officers were placed in the Tem- 
ple at the institution of these degrees, or at the occurrence of the 
events upon which they were founded. When we address any of 
the officers of whom I have particularly spoken, as well as the offi- 
cers of the orders of Knighthood, we make use of some epithet of 
courtesy or respect, as we always do to our fellow citizens, who fill 
the public offices of state ; and these we receive from antiquity.— 
We say, Worshipful, and Most Worshipful, Right Worshipful, in 
Lodges : Excellent and Most Excellent in our Chapters : and Em- 
inent and Most Eminent in our Encampments of Knights. In 
| speaking to our associates as such, we use the endearing title of 

Brother, to a Mason less advanced than a Royal Arch Mason, and 

to him, Companion ; and to a Knight, Sir, as Sir Edward. The 

people of the world at large, even in this free and enlightened Re- 

public, have their titles of address and distinction, in all their social 

and political intercourse ;—Such as His Worship--His Honor— 

His Excellency :—Your Worship--Your Honor—Your Excellen- 
y cy : Honourable—Right Honorable--Most Honorable : Reverend 

i —Right Reverend--Most Reverend ; §c. &e. 

. Titles, in themselves, are harmless ; and being so--although it 
would be fantastical now to adopt them in a new institution—it is 
an idle speculation of random innovators, to talk of the improve- 
ment of the Order of Masonry by lopping them off: It would be 
like changing the technical language of ancient architecture ; so 

{\ that the inmates of an antique structure, would be unable to recog- 

| nise the description of their own castle. We use them in our Fra- 
ternity to designate offices which the wearers fill; and to them 
even, they are empty baubles so scon as their term of duty expires: 
they are afterwards distinguished by the appropriate term of Past— 
as Past High Priest ; the same as we say of one who has been 


referred, for definition and cause of adoption, to the origin of the 
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President--as Ex-President of the United States. Our titles, or 
rather official names, are the same which were employed by ancient 
brethren, in the early periods of our Institution ; and cannot now 
be laid aside in one country, unless they were attended with a cor- 
responding reformation in other countries, which it would be need- 
less to attempt : for the wise and astute observer will see, even in 
our uniformity and immobility of organization, of ceremonies and 
of work, one grand mystery, which the vulgar can never compre- 
hend ; and which denies to the Crarr in any country, any change 
to meet and accord with the mutations, changes and improvements 
in the ordinary concerns of human life. This remark is equally 
applicable to our costume--our jewels and our dresses--which are 
a part of the universal insignia of the Order ; and are among the 
visible guards, checks and tokens by which our sanctuaries are pro- 
tected and preserved from profanation. ‘These exemplifications 
may appear to some of light account, and entirely unncessary : but 
when we are assailed, by the most bitter and persecuting spirit ; 
that envies us even the possession of a WHIT® APRON, and hates us 
because we use Broruer, instead of Misier, or you or thou ; we 
hope we may be excused, for the exercise of our humble endeavors 
to save ourselves from obloquy and reproach among the intelligent 
and virtuous part of the community, even though we should ob- 
trude occasionally upon their patience. 

Excepting this unchangeable character of our mysteries, our hab- 
iliments and our mode and manner of operations, there cannot be 
a more republican institution on earth, than Freemasonry. It was 
this grand feature, even in its early existence, that rendered it of- 
fensive to tyrants. It does not at this day, and never did, main- 
tain any kind of distinction, other than that alone which is necesary 
to preserve subordination and order. All important officers are 
elective and for short periods, and only while wearing the insignia 
of his station and in its actual exercise, is even a Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, or Most Excellent High Priest, one mite above the 
common level ; carrying with him, when he returns among the 
Craft, no right, privilege, immunity or exemption, which the young- 
est, the poorest, the most ignorant, or the most useless member, 
does not alike enjoy. ‘‘ That intimate union which does so much 
honor to humanity in general, in the particular intercourse which 
prevails among Free Masons, diffuses pleasure that no other insti- 
tution can boast. For the name which they mutually use one to- 
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wards another, is not a vain compliment, or an idle parade. No, 
they enjoy in common all the felicities of a true Brotherhood. Here 
merit and ability secure to their possessors, an honourable regard ; 
and a respectful distinction, which every one receives with an un- 
affected complacency and a perfect humility ; constantly exerting 
himself for the general good, without vanity : and without fear. 
For they who are not adorned with the same advantages, are 
neither mortified nor jealous. No one contends for superiority ; 
here emulation is only with a view to please ; the man of shining 
abilities, and those unblessed with such ornaments, are here equal- 
ly admitted ; all may here perform their parts; and what may 
seem surprising among such a variety of characters, haughtiness or 
severily never appear. The greatest admit of a social familiarity ; 
the inferior is instructed, constantly maintaining by those means a 
RBENEFICENT EQuaLity.” (Caxtcorr.) I challenge the world for 
so pure arepublicanism. Merit—skill, experience, virtue, indus- 
try, brotherly love, charity, humility, purity of life and conversa- 
tion ; these and these only, are the means of distinction among 
Masons ; and whatever of favour or honor the worthy and the just 
enjoy, is the voluntary tribute which the heart ever awards to the 
virtuous and meritorious. 





EXTRACT 
FROM MR. CAPEN’S ADDRESS. 


To follow the progress of this excitement in detail, through 
the last two or three years, would be a task requiring scarcely a 
less period of time. At first it was regarded generally, with how 
much justice is best known to those who gathered its early fruits, 
asamere device, for operating upon the credulity of those dupes, 
who chose to purchase, at the most extravagant and unheard of 
rates, pamphlets and other petty publications, not actually worth 
a groat. A host of desperate and unprincipled adventurers had 
conspired, it was fully believed, to retrieve their pecuniary em- 
barrassments by the most iniquitous means. Curiosity, which is 
never in too deep a slumber, was awakened into the fiercest ac- 
tivity. Thealarm, scunded in the western region of New-York, 
was borne on the cold vapors of the lakes to the citieson the sea 
side, from the river to the ends of the earth; and was feebly echo- 
ed by a few discontented spirits, in various quarters. 
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The excitement was resolved on. Morgan’s abduction and 
supposed murder furnished admirable groundwork upon which the 
grand battering rams against the fabric of masonry were to be 
planted. Presses were put in requisition, which discharged their 
vollies of newspapers, handbills, and circulars, with wonderful 
rapidity and adroitness, and the coffers which whilom were ex- 
ceedingly hungry, began to be filled with marvellous replenish- 
ment. ‘Town, county, and state conventions were got up in rapid 
succession, and disappointed office seekers, and starving politicians 
rode upon the whirlwind, directing the baleful contagion. Time- 
serving parasites, and canting hypocrites, hitherto sunk in hopeless 
obscurity, crawling forth from their concealment, flocked to the 
standard of anarchy and joined in the general uproar, which has 
since been echoed from the dtfhgeon walls of the holy inquisition in 
Portugal and Spain, proclaiming ‘‘ Death to Freemasonry.” 

The family fireside was invaded, wives were incited to protest 
against their husbands, children to disobey their fathers, and maids 
to discard the objects of their love. Respect for character was 
prostrated, social intercourse suspended or destroyed, and disrup- 
tions occasioned, that time itself may never heal. The halls of leg- 
islation were beset ; petitions and memorials, containing the foulest 
misrepresentations, expressed in menacing and inflammatory lan- 
guage, were poured in upon the astonished lawgivers, incessantly. 
The temples of justice were marked out for attack, and in several 
instances, one even having occurred lately in our vicinity, the jury 
boxes have been subjected tothe fiery ordeal of anti-masonry, and 
the name of every man discarded therefrom, who chanced to be 
tinctured with the original sin of freemasonry, being denounced as 
no longer entitled to the common rights and privileges which the 
constitution of our country guarantees to all men, living under its 
protection. 

Not content, however, with disturbing and dividing the family 
circle—not satisfied with imbuing the business of legislation with 
the distracting poison of misrule—not even disposed to stay their 
sweeping career, after having confounded the objects of justice, 
and perverted the regular proceedings of judicial tribunals, the 
altar itself is finally assailed ! Pastors, whose flocks had followed 
them for years with confidence and affection, are threatened ex- 
pulsion unless they renounce the principles of, and all connex- 
ion with masonry! Some, even, withthe sword of these miscre- 
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ants hanging over their heads, have been driven to comply ! they 
have looked with tearful eyes upon their helpless progeny, and, 
rather than see them starve, consented tothe infamous alternative ! 
Ay, l repeat it, an infamous alternative! ‘Thanks to the eternal 
God ! whose cause these sacred teacheis pretend to espouse, their 
number is but small. 

More fully impressed with their duty to God and man, more fixed 
in principle, and more just to themselves, there are those with 
whom these menaces avail nothing. They resist the torrent, and 
spurn the presumptuous foam, which dashes with unavailing fury 
against the rock that towers above it. Though at the expense of 
home, the means of subsistence, and the comforts of life; the 
tears of a bosom companion, the suffering cries of infants; their de- 
termination, faithfully to serve their Lord and master, is unbending, 
unmoved. 

Influenced by the example of their pastors, and by the bitterest 
recaniations from abroad, others have, from an imaginary impulse 
of principle, violated their yows, and turned traitors to the institu- 
tion they once joined, loved, and aided to sustain. Still smarting 
under the reproving lash of expulsion, another class, old in sin, and 
strangers to morality and religion, totally disregarding the laws of 
conscience and of heaven, rushed forward with the ghastly smiles 
of malicious intent, at the prospect of destruction and revenge. 
Though denounced as unworthy of any participation in a more 
righteous cause, they are hailed and received into the ranks of an- 
archy, with a convulsive laugh of joyful madness. Being steel- 
ed against the stings of conscience, and defying the power of 
heaven to stay their course,they lead the unrighteous band to action. 

With such leaders, what diabolical expedient will they not re- 
sort to! With such leaders, under the frown of heaven, what 
can they effect! 








The following remarks on the subject of anti-masonry in Penn- 
sylvania, are extracted from the proceedings of the Democratic 
county meeting, held at Reading. 

‘*' The conduct of the men associated under this title [.4nti-Ma- 
sonry,] is so evidently unjust and persecuting—their object is so 
plainly office, no matter at what cost—even if the first principles 
of the constitution are infringed, all the decencies and charities 
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of life laid in ruins, the names of Washington, Franklin, Fay- 
ette, Jackson, Clinton, and nearly all, the distinguished fathers of 
the revolution, branded with infamy-——the democratic party destroy- 
ed—office, even if the Republic be annihilated, is so evidently their 
object, that we cannot but hope that no friend of harmony and 
peace—of the liberal principles of our constitution--of the welfare 
of the great Republican family of the state, will be found in the 
company of such heartless and unprincipled demagogues, or sup- 
porting a candidate who, by giving his name to be used under 
false pretences, and for unhallowed purposes, gives sufficient proof 
that he is either weak or dishonest ; no Democrat—-no friend of 
equal rights—no friend of the people—a proper tool for designing 
men, and unworthy of the support of any party. Fanatics labor 
under a suspension of reason. Thus it is with the deluded of this 
faction. Already there are symptoms of amendment. In a short 
time their reason wil! return, and they will langh at their folly, or 
curse the heartless ambition of unprincipled men, who placed them 
on a situation where their fellow-citizens were compelled to look 
upon them as being either fools or knaves—deceivers or decei- 
ved.” 








The following beautiful pragraph is copied from a late number of 
an Anti-Masonick paper, with the name of which we shall not 
disgrace our columns. 


Kipnaprers anv Oysters. A keg of Oysters arrived here last 
week from Albany, directed to Eli Bruce and Jno. Whitney, who 
are now undergoing the penalty of the law, in the Canandaigua 
jail, fora participation in the abduction of Morgan. This is the way 
Masonry rewards her devoted children ! Bruce and Whitney obey- 
ed her mandate ; and since the laws of their country have doomed 
them to imprisonment for the act, she ‘‘ cheers up their drooping 
spirits by feeding them with Oysters and the like! Have ruey 
4 HUMAN SKULL vo Eat rHem ovr or ?” 

We give place to the above, to show the public by what means 
this unnatural persecution against masons is nurtured and kept 
alive. These men have, fromthe moment of their accusation by 
the Morgan Committee, to the time of their trial, been pursued by 
every Anti-Masonic imp in the country, with all their accustomed 
billingsgate slang ; and murderer, villain and every other epithet 
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calculated to arouse the prejudices of the people against them, and 
forestall public opinion, were circulated with a zeal worthy a 
better cause, and with all these disadvantages to the just and equal 
administration of the laws, were brought to trial, convicted, and 
sentenced; with how much justice we leave for the public to judge. 
But these hounds who appear determined the people shall know they 
can bite, seem not yet to be satisfied, and would, it seems from the 
above paragraph, wholly deprive them of food were it in their pow- 
er. We cannot but express our contempt and abhorrence of such 
base and fiend-like conduct, but we are consoled by the reflection 
that their day is short, and soon they will receive from the return- 
ing sense of an offended public, that punishment which their base 
and hellish conduct ¢o richly merits—ContTempr. 


Craftsman. 








Another Anti-Masonic Outrage.—A gentleman of respectability 
at Berkshire, has given us information of another instance of Anti- 
Masonic outrage and vengeance, committed in that town a few 
evenings since. A horse, belonging to Mr. Sweetland, a respectable 
citizen of that town, was taken, and after having been bad!y mu- 
tilated, a placard was attached to him, on which was written, ‘* A 
WARNING TO ALL Jack Masons!! We leave the public to 
judge what security they have for their persons or property, 
while sucha spirit is abroad in our land. One would suppose that 
the sacriligeous outrage at the grave of Duncan might suffice to ap- 
pease even the most revengeful, without resorting to such an in- 
famous and diabolical act as inflicting wounds and misery ona 
brute, simply because its owner did not choose to league himself 
with such fiends as its perpetrator. Is such the fruits of that spirit 
which has been fanned into existence by certain Reverend gentle- 
men whose duty it is to promote righteousness and peace? If 
so, on whose side are the ‘‘ devils ?” St, Albans Rep. 





Antis 1n Limeo.--Three lazy, swindling mountebanks, strolling 
through the country, advertising to exhibit Masonic degrees, &c. 
arrested in their progress a few days since ; being prosecuted for 
nonperformance at Fonda’s Bush, and permitted to rest awhile from 
their inglorious labors within the precincts of Johnstown jail. 

Little Falls Friend. 
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TO THE LEADERS OF POLITICAL ANTI-MASONRY. 
From the Buffalo Republican. 


About two years have elapsed since yoo associated for the purpose 
of forming a political party, singular in character and original in 
principle.-- You have had sufficient opportunity to test the feasibili- 
ty of your undertaking; and I now propose to take a brief review 
of your doings, and so far as may be practicable, to note the re- 
sults of your joint and indefatigable labors. I have no connexion 
with, nor partialtiy for, the institution which isthe professed ob- 
ject of your warfare; nor am I your adversary, farther than a sin- 
cere desire to see the community restored to its former tranquillity, 
and the institutions of the country saved from the insiduous and 
withering embrace of pretended reformers, may place me in oppo- 
sition to your views, 

In common with your fellow citizens, you enjoyed the high priv- 
ilege of living in acommunity where the highest official honors 
of the government were placed in the hands of a discriminating 
people, in trust for the most deserving and meritorious; where hon- 
esty of purpose and regular depertment were sure to meet reward, 
and when joined with competent endowments, formed a sure pass- 
port to the gratification of a reasonable ambition. Against this or- 
der of things, you have seen fit to rebel; and by promulgating new 
political doctrines, unknown to the constitution and adverse to its 
principles: by creating new tests of popular favour, by which merit 
and demerit are placed on a par or thrown out of law; by foment- 
ing the passions and perverting the judgment of your followers 
you have sought the elevation which you had no hope of attaining 
by other and more honorable means. Like all other conspiracies, 
the ostensible object of your compact is the removal of supposed e- 
vils, while its real and concealed designs are the usurpation of 
power. And if your motives have been prematurely detected,and 
your high expectations blasted, it may be ascribed in part to the 
intelligence of the community who have witnessed your operations, 
but more perhaps to your over anxiety in grasping too eagerly the 
object of your pursuit before it was fa:rly within your reach; by suf- 
fering your actions to falsify your professions, and thereby betray~ 
ing beneath the livery of the reformer, the odious deformity of the 
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hypocrite and the demagogue. Norhave youa right to complain 
of your diszppointment and destined degradation. You have sought 
your own aggrandizement in aggravating the evils of an already 
existing calamity. You saw the general conflagration that raged 
around you, and instead of checking its violence, you rejoiced in 
its spreading ruin, and labored to extend its ravages—-scattering 
firebrands with one hand, and withthe other grasping your booty 
amid the general confusion. 

When you first formed the resolution to organize a political 
party based on the excitement against the perpetrators of the Mor- 
gan outrage, you were aware that the press must form the chie’ 
engine in your proposed operations. And you soon found mean 
to enlist a corps of mercenaries to serve you as editors, subservi- 
ent to your views, and every way qualified for the work assigned 
them: and so far as unremitting labor, abandoned principles, and 
habitual mendacity, entered into the terms of the contract, thes 
hirelings are well entitied to their stipend. This free country ha 
never before been disgraced by a regular corps of hireling editors, 
nor felt the deep inflicted evils of such an extensive prostitution of 
the press. At your bidding, and to further your designs by propo- 
gating and enforcing the intolerant doctrines of political anti-ma 
sonry, these pensioned minions have called into action all the ma 
levolent passions of the human heart: they have embittered ever; 
condition of life, and poisoned every department of human society 
In private families and peaceful neighborhoods, they have engen 
dered ill-willand stirred up strife: in christian churches, wher 
unanimity and brotherly love prevailed, they have poured the bit- 
ter waters of contention, interrupted the peace and harmony of 
public worship, driven the pious paster from his flock, and set bro- 
ther against brother in deadly conflict. ‘They have set up an arro- 
gant censorship over our courts of justice, and to render them sub. 
servient to the malice of their leaders, have assailed with intem- 
perate abuse the most worthy judges for adhering to the plainesi 
and most salutary principles of the common law--No station has 
been too exalted for their attack, no place too sacred for their in: 
trusion, no life too pure or name too dear ani venerable, for thei 
vituperation and slander: they have libelled with equal profligacy 
the lving andthed:ad. Their hoarse and hate/ul croakinzs have 
penetrated the devotional closet, and broken in upon and distarbed 
the soleimnities of the funeral procession. With an insatiable and 
inhuman malignity, they have pursued the victim of their displeas- 
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re until, and after, the grave had closed overhis ashes; deriding 
he w dow’s grief and the cr; han’s tears, and planting the scorpi- 
on’s sting in the besom of both. 

Such are the character and conduct cf the presses which you have 
established in this land of liberty; where the presshad before been 
free and undepraved, the bold defender of the people’s rights, their 
institutions and their government; such are the propagators of po- 
litical anti-masonry—-such the organs of that new political party, 
which according to the high toned and gasconading language of 
these veritable prints was to effect a grand revolution; was to cor- 
rect all the false theories of the founders of our government, and 
to go on conquering and to conquer, until the world should hear the 
astounding fact, that a small combination of discarded politicans in 
the state of New York, had revolutionized the American republic 
and transformed it into an anti-masonic government, the principles 
of which were wholly unknown to Loth ancients and moderns, and 
incomprehens.ble to its own authors. 

You say that masonry is a moral evil, and that your objectis to 
remove it; but the means you adopt furnish conclusive evidence of 
your insincerity. No good cause requires, or can be benefitted by, 
the support of fraud and violence. And admitting masonry to be 
as pernicious as you represent it, centuries must pass away before 
it would be capable of producing the manifold and dreadful evils 
which you have already inflicted upon this lace:ated and devoted 
community. Anti-masonry has existed in its plenitude but a short 
time, and yet where it prevailed it has passed like a pestilence 
over the land; it has destroyed all confidence between man and his 
fellow man--severed the ties of friendship—blighted the common 
charities of life, dried up the springs of social feeling and shaken the 
very foundations of civilized society. 

Fraud, force and intolerance, are the weaponsof knaves, impos- 
tors and bigots; and in making use of such weapons instead of the 
sword of reason, you not only distrust the good sense and intelti- 
gence of the community in which you live, but you publish to the 
world your true character. Youseem tohave forgotten that you 
live in an enlightened age and country, while public sentiment in 
morals is the supreme law of the land; while all moral delinquen- 
ces are tried and punished at the bar of publicopinion. But permit 
me to remind you that sueh a tribunal does exist; and however 
much you may distrust its ability to administer justice, and howey- 
er reluctant you may be to appear before it, you will be compelled 
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to do so, and to submit toits decree of condemnation. Before this 
tribunal you are already arraigned;the charges against you are ma- 
ny and aggravated. 

For the purpose of shewing that human depravity exists in equal 
degree on both sides of the Atlantic, I shall invite your attention to y 
some analogies between political anti-masonry and the French rev- 
olution. And in so doing, I must not be accused of comparing small 
events to great ones. It is true that the lovers of peace, the friends ‘ 
order, and the supporters of the ex’sting institutions of the country 
entertain a sanguine hope that the fiercest blasts of anti-masonry 
have past by, and that the storm is abating, But you deny this to 
be the fact, and would fain persuade the world that the monster 
you are nursing with so much care is yet ia its infancy; that what 
he hasalready done are but the freakish gambols of the young 
whelp, ominous of his resistless power and fury at maturi- 
ty. {t must be admitted that your assertionsin this respect de- 
rive support from the success of your operations thus far. The 
malady you have created is yet local; it may become general. The 
gangrene may continue to fester and expand untilit pervades the 
entire system. It is by no means impossible but the time has ar- 
rived when th’'s country is to undergo a national calamity. ‘The 
pride and wickedness produced by many years of uninterrupted 
prosperity may have rendered such chastisement necessary; and if 
so what greater scourge could an offended Providence send than 
anti-masonry inthe hands of wicked men? Anti-masonry, peliti- ) 
cal and religious, with all its long and variegated train of attend ng 
evils; its hatred, its malice, its blind infatuation, its bigotry, its 
intolerance and unrelenting persecution? ‘The deadliest foe to civ- 
ilized man is corrupt political ambition and bigetry combined. 
And the opinion has become prevalent that politcal anti-masonry 
has already formed an alliance with that spirit of fanaticism 
which has long been lurking and gradually gaining ground in our 
country; and if such an union has taken place, who will undertake 
to say what shall be its offspring? Perhaps these dreadful excesses 
which in other countries have sprung from the effervescence of 
commingling political and religiousenthusiasm. It is possible that 
your prayers for the spread of anti-masonry may be answered. Its 
evils, which are now confined chiefly to a district, may increase in 
number and virulence, until your wishes shall be gratified in see- 
ing the comely form of this once happy country enfolded in the 
huge and serpentine coils of your favourite monster, writhing and 
bleeding at every pore. 
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The French revolution originated in a pure spirit of democracy; 
seeking no more than a reasonable r+ formation in the government. 
But this spirit of reform, in its progress towa:ds the attainment of its 
original and legitimate object, fell intothe hands of the jacobins of 
the day, and by them was made to produce one of the most over- 
whe!ming calamities that ever fell upon any nation. The Mor- 
gan excitement, as it was originally called, was nothing more than- 
an honest and honorable i.dignation produced by the perpetration 
of a high handed offence against the public peace and the laws of 
the land; it sought no more than the punishment of the offenders 
according to those laws, and weou!d have ceased with the attain- 
ment of its object, had it not fallen into the hands ef political dem- 
agogues and psuedoreformers. ‘To pervert the French spirit of 
reform to wicked and pernicious purposes, and change its rational 
character to madness and desperation, the press was placed in the 
hands of vicious men, who plied the public with false and ex- 
aggerated statements and inflammatory appeals: anti-masonry re- 
sorts to similar means for the same purposes. Ihe leaders of the 
French revoiution also had recourse to vice and stratagem to keep 
up the exe:'tement and goad on the g:ddy and infuriated populace 
to deeds of violence and bloodshed. ‘They entered the royal ce- 
mentery. opened the graves of the'r deceased kings. and tore out 
and exposed the bodies in a loathsome state of decay and_putrifac- 
tion. Ths transaction, so humiliating to human nature, so revol- 
ting to every moral feel'ng, and so d-abotical in design, finds more 
than a parallel inthe notorious manceuvres of anti-masonry over 
the body of Monroe, fund at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek. 
The boily of this unfortunate man seems to have been thrown into 
the arms of anti-masonry at a pecul ar crisis in its affairs; as a 
temptation to its madne‘s and folly, and as a means of exposing its 
perfidious depravity. Those disinterested guardians of the pub- 
lic peace, who at that time had the spec al manage meat of the ex- 
citement, with instructions to keep it boiling, had directed the riv- 
ersand lakes to be raked for the purpose of finding the body of 
the murered Morzan. Their disappointment might have formed 
some apology for attempting a counterfeit, ifon detection they had 
manifested a becuming contrition, and published a proper recanta- 
tion; such an atonement for the fraud was required but never ob- 
tained. The body, although in such an advanced state of decay as 
to require immediate interment, was taken up and carried through 
the country, and exposed as the remains of Wm. Morgan: and; fi- 
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nally committed to its mother earth, at Batavia, after having been 
bedewed by the jesnitical tears of anti-masonry. And although 
the body was claimed by Mrs. Monroe, the relict of the deceased, 
and by her identified by describing on oath the body, and giving a 
minute and accurate description of every article of clothing found 
upon it; and although some of the chief managers of this affair had 
been personally acquainted with Monroe, had seen him but a few 
hours before he was drowned, which took place but a short time be- 
fore, and must have recognized at least his clothing; yet in the face 
of all this and much more proof, equally demonstrative, they per- 
sisted in the base imposition, and published to the world that it 
was pos:tively the remains of Morgan. 

It is impossible to pass over a transaction so extraordinary, with- 
out pans nga moment to consider the motives from wh'ch it eman- 
ated. Itis well known that to guard against hasty and unfound- 
ed convictions, the laws of this country require such pos tive proof 
ofthe crime, as in general to render a discovery of the body indis- 
pensible to warrant a conviction for murder. But it would be too 
uncharitable to suppuse that a dead body should be counterfeited 
for the purpose of evading a provision so humane and valuable, and 
by such means to bring to the gallows one or more fellow-beings, 
whether guilty or innocent! It would be too great a tax upon 
our human'ty to require us to believe that we lived in community 
and mingled in intercourse with men, who could yield for a mo- 
ment,under any state of mind short of insanity,to motives so fell and 
flagitious. It cannot be; the proposition must be rejected, and we 
must seek a solution of this dark and disgusting transaction in the 
other and only alternative—that it was a political deception, inten- 
ded tokeep up the excitement and further political designs. 

The levelling principle of the French revolution,that spirit which 
sought the destruction of the great and good men of the French na- 
tion finds a kindred feeting in political anti-masonry. That virtue 
and vice are synonymous, both in theory and practice, forms the 
first article of your political creed. Hence the moie virtuous and 
renowned the man, the more obnoxious to your vengeance 
and persecution. Where is the citizen of New York, not 
lost to the impulse of noble sentiment,who does not feel a just pride 
in belonemg to a state that has given birth to a Crinton? and 
where is the man, for whom virtue and worth have a charm, who 
does not feel a thrill of respect at the mention of a name so high- 
ly and justly esteemed? Endowed with a mind formed for great 
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achievements, he devoted his life to the benefit of his fellow beings, 
and closed his bright career in the midst of his usefulness, bequea- 
thing tohis country the imperishable monuments of his genius, 
and the glory of his name. Unfeigned was the grief and deep the 
gloom that came over the land on the unexpected announcement of 
his death. Nor did his country mourn her loss alone: even Eu- 
rope mingled the tear of sympathy and sorrow at the fall of a man 
whose existence had been a blessing to the world. The reputation 
of such a man is the property of the community in which he lives. 
It isa rich legacy, which, on his demise, descends to posterity, who 
are bound to protect and defend it against the attacks of falsehood 
and malice. — What language then is adeyuate to express the indig 

nation which every generous bosom must feel for the wretch who 
could wantonly assail a name soexalted and sacred? What epi- 
thet can qualify the motive that should lead rational being to be- 
come the calumniator of the lamented Clinton !--But political anti- 
masonry has given anew shade to the human character; it has 
breathed into existence, a regular trained swarm of slanderers; who 
instigated by that reckless spirit of envy and hatred, which wars 
against every thing virtuous and good, which rejoices in its own 
infamy, and seeks to extend it to all surrounding objects, have at- 
tempted to tarnish the lustre even of thename of Clinton: evin- 
cing at once their own turpitude and cowardice, by preferring char- 
ges now which they dared not intimate in his life time, lest his in- 
dignant frown should sink them to their wonted insignificance. 
They have preferred these charges to the authority of a wretch, 
human only in form, but who nevertheless enjoyed your confi- 
dence and fellowship, until he was torn from your employ, as a 
propagator of your doctrines and promoter of your cause, by the 
ministers of justice, and consigned to the penitentiary to atone for 
his crimes. But wel! would it be for society if all your efforts at 
mischief were as impotent and unavailing as your attack upon the 
name of Clinton.—His fame is an object too exalted for the enven- 
omed sting of political anti-masonry; its labors in this particular 
are the efforts of the earth-worm, wallowing in its own sl me and 
spitting its filth at the sun, Embalmed in the affections of a people 
enjoying the effects of hs labors and grateful to him as a_ public 
benefactor,the name of Clinton will live and brighten with the lapse 
oftime; while political anti-masonry, with all the ephemeral ins: cts 
that rise from its putrid bosom or float on its surface, shall have 
passed away, leaving nothing to mark its existence but the stain of 
its slanders and the waste of its ravages. 
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So far then as political anti-masonry has proceeded, it seems to 

possess, in an eminent degree, many of the ingredients of the 

French revolution. Whether it is to become as extensive, as san- 

guinary and desolating, or whether it has ylready reached its acme 

and is hereafter to retrograde, isnot for me to decide. It com- 

menced its career under the most solemn asseveration that “it had 

nothing to do with politics;” a device intended toconceal its true 

character, and draw to its standard the parings of all former politi- 

cal parties, under the name of none. But this disguise is now 

thrown off, and its true character and object having been fully de- 
veloped, it has changed its former simple and modest name to the 
more appropriate, though still d>ceptive appellation of ‘‘anti-ma- 

sonic republican party”: You therefore,on whom has devolved 
the labor and responsibility of organizing and sustain:ng this new 

and singular party,should not be stigmatized as the mere instigators 
of a crusade; you areent-tled (jor I amd spssedto do you justice,) 
to be considered the leaders of a party.—But when we consider 
the means by whch you have attained to ths distinction, the ma- 
terials you have drawn around you as your supporters, the serious 
impediments in the way of your farther advancement, the tide of 
publ.c sentiment now sitting against you, and above all, the dis- 
grace and even exccration that await your final failure, your s.tua- 
tion becomes any th.ng but enviable. 

Aware of the power of rel:g ous fanaticism in other and less en- 
lightened countries, you have scught ass stance from that source. 
You have cau ed anti-masonry, Proteu.].ke, toassume the mein, 
and counterfe t the language, of piety. But this stratagem, like all 
others, answer but a temporary purpose. ‘Tho deform ty of politi- 
cal anti-masonry was too gross to be long concealed in such a 
cloak; and the true chr st:an, who wishes to see religion prevail in 
her pur ty, free from the corruption and thraldom of political strife, 
finds no difficulty in diseover-ng in pol tical anti-masonry the old 
adversary ina new dress, the old seducrr in a new disgu se, prof- 
fering again on hs forked tongue, that forbidden fruit, the apple of 
discor:| and death. 

In this attem):t to avail yourselves of religious aid, you have d's- 
covered a better acquaintance with the history of past ages, than 
with the genins an/l policy of yonr own country and government. 
That religion, which in former azesailed th: views of ainb'tous 
polit.cal leaders, was the relizion of fanatics, and not of rational 
chr.stians;for the union of relizion and politics is the corruption of 
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both. In this country the time hasnot arrived when any politi- 
ca] party, even one with guiltless hands, can derive aid from the 
church—When the people of America shall depart from the wis- 
dom of their fathers, and expunge from their constitution those pro- 
visions which separate church and state, and secureto the citizen 
the free exercise of concience; when Christianity shall forget her 
origin, and lose her beauty and character in the pride and pomp of 
civil power, then and not before, will anti-masonic intolerance be 
permitted to embrace to advantage religious bigotry; then may 
these two congenial spirits join in the gratification of their over- 
flowing misanthropy; then may they erect their engines of torture 
and persecution,and dance together around the Dlazing faggot that 
boils the victim of their joint malevolence. 

Had you been disposed, at the commencement of your opera- 
tions, to act undisguisedly and under a name indicative of your 
principles, instead of dubbin;; yourselves anti-masons, you would 
have assumed the more appropriate name of anti-republicans. 
That your theory and practice are in open rebellion to the princi- 
ples of the government, will appeer on the slightest reflection. 

The system of government under which we live, and of which we 
justly boast as being the most enlightened. and liberal ever or- 
ganised, although somewhat complicated in detail, is neverthe- 
less reducible to certain fundamental principles, which are few 
and simple. ‘The first of these, is its rational character; it is de- 
signed for an enlightened nation, a people of cultivated minds, 
capable of exercising reason and judgment in selecting their rulers. 
But political anti-masonry was quickened into being in an unnatu- 
ral and heated state of the public mind; and public excitement is 
as necessary to its existence as respiration is toits authors This 
suggestion will furnish a key to some of the most dubious and oth- 
erwise unexplicable transactions in its history.—It was this neces- 
sity of keeping up the excitement that raised the funds to subsidise 
the press; that furnished emp!oyment for a host of pensioners, who 
otherwise might have begged their bread;—hence, too, the thou- 
sand different editions of the Morgan outrage; hence the erec- 
ting of a monument to Morgan’s memory; hence the consecra- 
tion of the day of his abduction, asa holyday; hence the deep 
felt and long continued sympathy for his disconsolate widow;hence 
the attempt to indict the dead; hence the Mcnroe impasition; 
hence the conventions, the festivities and public addresses: ai] to 
fan the flame and keep up that excitement from which you der:ve 

Sig. 22, 
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all your consequence and hopes of power. But how frail and 
rotten must be the cause that exists on the phrensy of its follow- 
ers!—and how tormenting those hopes of greatness which depend 
on such a cause, and are blasted by the return of reason and tran- 
quillity ! 

A second fundamental principle of our government, is, that the 
best qualified should be selected for public stations.--On this prin- 
ciple depend both the happiness and durability of the government. 
—‘‘Is he honest? is he capable? is he faithful to the constitution?” 
are the all important and only questions to be made, in regard to 
the fitness of a candidate for public trust, according to the creed 
of him, whose philanthropic and comprehensive mind gave form 
and shape tothose immortal principles of liberty on which our 
government is founded.—But you have proclaimed a new and dif- 
ferent doctrine, requiring your followers to substitute for the three 
inquiries of the Jeffersonian creed, the single question, ‘‘ is he an 
anti-mason?” ‘his principle, which is the chief corner stone of 
your whole political system, would, if extensively acted upon, at 
once degrade,and eventually prostrate the government. It might, 
and in many instances would place the most important functions of 
the state and nation, inthe hands of knaves and vagabonds; for 
such men may be anti-masons as well as others, as might be shewn 
by many living examples. The authors of this principle must have 
been actuated by a consciousness of their unfitness, anda deter- 
mination to crowd into office, with all their political transgressions 
unatoned. It isa principle that strikes atthe rootof virtue, and 
offers a reward for vice and treachery. It holdsout a general am- 
nesty to all moral and political transgressions, on condition that 
they join the standard of anti-masonry. It entrammels and _pros- 
titutes the elective franchise, and renders it as potent in pul- 
ling down the institutions of the country as it has hitherto been 
powerful in sustaining them, and defending the temple of liberty. 
And yet this principle has been strictly pursued by you and your 
adherents in all your political contests; and had it been as exten- 
sive and powerful as it was blind and obstinate, it would long 
since have humbled the pride and disgracedthe name of New- 
York. It would have made Solomon Southwick her Governor! a 
humiliating example of its evil tendency,and a striking illustration 
of the genius of political anti-masonry. After having thus discar- 
ded the political principles of Jefferson, it was consistent in you to 
publish a new Declaration of Independence.—But then, that the 
masterpiece of Jefferson’s unrivalled pen, that splendid production 
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of his genius, which proclaimed a nation’s freedom, should be 
made the subject of a scurrillous lampoon in the shape of a parody 
and that such a thing should be published to the world, and read at 
an abduction celebration, is indeed too humiliating. It is insulting 
the ashes of that immortal patriot; and every American who re- 
veres the name of Jefferson, and who regards the honor of his 
country or the dignity of his species, should blush with shame 
at a transaction so extremely disgraceful. 

Another elementary principle of our government, is the right 
ofall to a free exercise of opinion. ‘The importance of this prin- 
ciple seems to have been fully understood and well considered too 
by those sages to whom was confided the organization of the Amer- 
ican republic. On this subject, the history of other nations fur- 
nished an admonition not to be disregarded. Many of the cruel- 
ties which in darker ages hac afflicted and disgraced human na- 
ture, and most of those civil commotions which had at times laid 
empires waste, were traceable to a difference of opinion in religion, 
morals,or politics.--Against the occurrence of such calamities in 
this land of freedom and _ peace, the framers of the constitution in- 
tended to make ample provision. ‘Their humane intention in this 
respect seemed to derive support from the enlightened age in which 
they lived. ‘The pure and refulgent blaze of Christianity, and 
the onward march of the human mind, seemed to furnish a guar- 
anty that a provision so necessary tothe stability of the govern- 
ment and the happiness of the people would never be violated. 

But human nature remains what it ever has been; it has its 
diseases, both moral and physical. ‘The mind as well as the body 
has its maladies; its fevers and its plagues. Political anti-masonry 
has called into action a long dormant passion of the human heart; 
one too of all others the most malign and deadly,—a spirit of intol- 
erance and persecution; a spirit blind and infuriate, heeding not 
the voice of reason, justice, or humanity, but pursuing its victim to 
the gates of death. It was this spirit that instituted the Grecian 
ostrocism ;—-that presented the poisonous bowl to the lips of Soe- 
rates, and the baneful hemlock to Phocion; it was this spirit that 
bound to the stake Ridley, Rogers and Latimer; it was this spir- 
it that erected the Inquisition and invented the sack; it was this 
spirit that burnt the Protestants in England, butchered the Catho- 
lics in Ireland;and hung the Quakers in America. You directed your 
anathemas in the first place against the masonic fraternity ;you de- 
clared that masons were unworthy cfa place of honor, trust, or 
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profit, and that they should hold none. You soon found that this 
denunciation, sweeping as it was, would not sufficiently answer 

your purpose; would not enable you to monopolize all offices. You 

issued another proclamation, adding to your first proscribed list, ’ 
all the rest of the world, except yourselves and your followers; de- 
claring in effect, that none but your worthy selves should here- 
after hold any office in the country, not even a clerkship in a 
land-office! What matchless folly and arrogance! Unequalled 
by the ragings of the petty tyrant, who, to revenge on his enemies, 
directed the four corners of the world to be set on fire. How the 
masonic institution is to be affected by proscribing all that numer- 
ous and respectable class of citizens, who are neither masons nor 
anti-masons, you have not condescended toinform; but you have 
placed them under the ban of proscription, and’stigmatized them 
by alow and vulgar epithet, without meaning as regards them, 
but highly significant of the baseness of its origin. 

If you ever had any view to the destruction of masonry, you 
have wholly lost sight of it; and whether the institution be good 
or evil, it is in little danger from the intrigue and violence of polit- 
ical anti-masonry. When the whirlwind on which you are riding 
shall have passed away, masonry will be brought to the bar of 
public sentiment, will be subjectedto a severe but dispassionate 
trial, and if on cool and deliberate investigation it be found of 
dangerous tendency, the people will pronounce its condemnation; ,) 
and then it must and will fall, and that without the aid of an in- 
quisition. But its tendency can never be found to be more perni- 
cious or more dangerous, than is the tendency of anti-masonry, as 
you are using it. [Tor should the course you are pursuing be adop- 
ted towards other societies and associations, whether good or 
evil, is immaterial; should the different sects of Christians in our 
country, lay aside their mutual charity and forbearance, and de- 
clare against each other a war of extermination; orshould the 
church combine against the rest of the nation; or the latter against 
the former; and each party proceed as you have done, to pro- 
scription, disfranchisement and outlawry, civil war must be the 
inevitable consequence. In either of these cases, as all classes 
of men have an equal right to enjoy their opinions, whether right 
or wrong, the party assailed would be justified in standing on 
their defence, and repelling force with force ; and we should 
soon see our country steeped in the blood of its citizens, and 
our constitution, with all our boasted institutions, swept into 
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one promiscuous heap of ruins. It is this view of the subject that 
has already driven from the ranks of anti-masonry all that numer- 
ous and highly respected class of citizens, who engaged in it not 
from sinister motives, but from a sincere aversion to masonry. 
They had the coolness to reflect on consequences; they became sat- 
isfied that the cause in which they embarked was not political 
anti-masonry; they discovered the latter to be a monster, and they 
viewed him in all his deformity. They viewedhim in his origin, 
crawling into existence from the blood of guilt, nursing in the arms 
of depravity; preparing for his work of devastation, by calling 
around hima band of hungry, desperate and designing office 
hunters, and by breathing into existence a swarm of hollow-heart- 
ed scribblers, the humble panders of theirmore cunning masters; 
they saw him prowling upon community, defacing the monumental 
marble, plundering the grave, and with the stomach and appe- 
tite of the hyena, feasting on the ashes of the deceased patriot; they 
saw him stalking over the land, spreading confusion and misery, 
and crushing beneath his blighting tread every thing calculated to 
smooth society and sweeten life; they saw peace and friendship 
virtue and religion, wither and die at his approach; and that 
this monster, with all his ugliness, was the hobby of political ambi- 
tion. 

Another important principle of our government is, the separa- 
tion of civil from ecclesiastical affains. On this subject also the 
framers of the constitution derived important lessons from the 
history of past ages. In those countries where civil and eccle- 
siastical power have been combined in the government, the most 
shocking excesses have been committed. In England, France and 
Spain, where bigotry has been able to direct the arm of civil pow- 
er, besides those dreadful massacres which have at tities literal- 
ly drenched those countries in blood, human ingenuity has been 
taxed to invent the most excruciating tortures, and the most 
hortil deaths, for no other crime than that of entertaining un- 
orthodox opinions. But these admonitions have no influence in 
checking the mad career of political anti-masonry. You have 
not only appealed to the church for aid, and wooed her to your je- 
suitical and chilling embraces, but you have actually succeeded in 
causing large portions of several religious societies to secede from 
the rest, and form anti-masonic churches ; over these you have 
placed anti-masonic ministers, who mingle in your political meet- 
ings, preach and teach your doctrines, and hold their ecclesiastical 
conventions, to aid onthe common cause. This bold and unblush- 
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ing attempt to revive the exploded church and state system, against 
the admonitions of past experience, and in the face of the con- 
stitution, isthe most alarming feature of politica! anti-masonry. 
It may well be expectedthat you wili deny this charge. So 
you denied your political designs until the proof against you was 
irrefragable.--Six months ago, you spurned the name of ‘* polit- 
ical anti-masons,” declaring it was a device of your enemies, and 
a libel on your motives; but it is remarkable that your senatorial 
convention, lately convened at Batavia,have formally adopted this 
very name, once so extremely abhorrent to your feelings; that 
this convention have thrown off the whole mask, and ‘‘ Resolved, 
that they OPENLY AND FRANKLY AVOW THEMSELVES POLITICAL 
anti-masons’’! Such bareface political tergiversation has rarely 
occurred. 

Every reflecting man therefore, who has kept an eye on your 
transactions thus far, and who regards the principles of free gov- 
ernment, as taught by Washington, Jefferson and Franklin, must 
see in political anti-masonry, not only the bane of society, but an 
insiduous and deadly foe to the government. 

To detail with particularity all the operations of political anti- 
masonry--to trace it in all its multifarious forms and devious win- 
dings through the various departments of life ; to pursue the sub- 
tle poison in allits diffusions throughout the entire system of the 
body politic, and mark its corrosive and paralyzing effects, in its 
progress towards the vitals of the government, would require the 
pen of a master and the pages of a volume. In fact, the extent 
and complexion of that notorious combination, whose operations 
we have witnessed for the last two years, have never yet been 
fully developed. Every day unlocks new secrets, unfolds new 
plots, and gives a new and darker shade toits infamy. It was a 
combination of malcontents and political adventurers, of every 
possible complexion and character, rendered desperate by con- 
stant defeat and disappointment, who simultaneously rushed 
together from different points of the compass, determined to try 
one more desperate and final throw, and make or break their for- 
tunes on the Morgan excitement. You commenced your opera- 
tions, professing a most holy regard for the welfare of society, an 
awful abhorrence of the Morgan outrage, and pretending to feel a 
sense of the necessity of exterminating the masonic fraternity, 
and destroying every vestige of the institution. When the char- 
acter of some of your principal actors awakened suspicion of your 
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motives, your trusty and veracious editors swore by the blood of 
Morgan, by the ashes of their patron saint, that you had no_politi- 
cal objects in view; that all your political ambition had become 
absorbed and lost in your anti-masonic zeal; that a thorough refor- 
mation had been wrought in your propensities, and that you had 
resolved to atone for allthe deep and manifold political sins of 
your former life, by avenging the Morgan outrage, and destroying 
entirely a pernicious, dangerous and blood-stained institution, 

With these pretensions and protestations, you were permitted 
to proceed unmolested and unopposed. And even when your politi- 
cal designs became apparent, you still encountered but little op- 
position. An excitement was raging, andthe sober and reflect- 
ing part of community, who escaped the contagion, considered it 
one of those fevers in the public mindthat must have its run— 
must rage until the virus on which it fed become expended; and 
among its evils it was to be expected that unprincipled men who 
were always watching the popular breeze would throw them- 
selves into its current. Nor did the community awake toa sense 
of its danger, until it felt the rankling poison in every limb. The 
course you have pursued, the deeds you have done, warrant the 
couclusion that you entered upon your career prompted by an un- 
governable ambition, and with a determination to regard no 
feelings, no condition, no principle; to vield to no restraint, to feel 
no remorse. But if you have not become incapable of reflection, 
lost to sensibility, lost evento the sting of guilt, turn back and 
view the widespread ruin, the moral desolation, attending the 
march of that fell, destroying monster, pclitical anti-masonry. 
Consider what this community was and what it nowis. Where 
this ruthless spirit has prevailed in the fullness of its fury, civiliz- 
ed man has turned back towards his original and barbarous state. 
It has extended its benumbing touch to all the noble faculties of 
his mind, and poured its corroding acidity into all the generous 
feelings of his heart. Rioting in misery, and rejoicing in dilapida- 
tion, it has passed from man to his institutions. The suitor feels 
its baleful influence in the temple of justice; he is Jed to distrust his 
fellow peers, the jury of his country,the protectors of his rights, the 
redressors of his wrongs; where he had a right to expect coolness, 
candor and charity, he meets the chilling glance of passion, preju- 
dice andaccusation. It has assailed the christian at the altar, and 
changed the house of devotion to an arena of gladiators. It has in- 
terrupted the flow of social intercourse, tainted all the streams of 
fellow feeiing, rendered society a waste and life a blank. 
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This, I admit, is a gloomy picture, butit is nevertheless true; and 
its reality may furnish an admonitory lesson to the American citi- 
zen who imagined himself secure in the perpetual enjoyment of 
all his privileges. When he sees that the press, that sentinel upon 
the walls of his citadel, the herald of approaching danger, can he 
so easily corrupted and prostituted; when he sees that the public 
mind, however enlightened, may become inflamed and perverted 
—the ELECTIVE FRANCHISE,that bulwark of his freedom, made to 
subserve the sinister views of unchastened ambition--and that even 
the court or justice, his last resort for safety, may also become 
contaminated, he may learn his insecurity amidst all these consti- 
tutional safeguards. 

But there is yet consolation in the reflection, that although 
the public mind is subject to these maladies, it still possesses a 
self-restoring energy; that there are already the most cheering de- 
monstrations of returning health; that the people have awakened 
toa sense of their wrongs; that to you, who are the authors of all 
their sufferings, a day of retribution approaches; that political an- 
ti-masonry, having exhausted its quiver of poisoned arrows, is a- 
bout to take its place beside the Salem Witchcraft, the Shays’ 
Rebellion, andother similar events, and with them descend to 
posterity, forming another dark page in the history of our coun- 
try. 

You will not be disposed to disavow the course pursued by those 
presses which you have established for the express purpose of 
aiding your course, and which live on your bounty, and incessantly 
Jaboras directed for your advancement.——Taking these, then, as 
your organ and index, it is observable that you have totally chan- 
ge! your attitude in one short year. Before the mask that concealed 
your designs wastorn aside,and your selfish political policy render- 
ed palpable,any of your hirelings who should have ceased for a mo 
ment to protest against the charge of your being actuated by polit- 
ical motives, or who should have used a party name expressive of 
political character, would have been dismissed for his indiscretion 
and unfaithfulness. The obscenity of the bawd to the ear of the 
vestal, could not be more unseemly and shocking, than was a peclit- 
ical epithet or party name to the chaste and delicate sensibility of 
political anti-masonry. But this extreme caution and delicacy is 
now dispensed with;and you have assumed the very name that you 
Jately pronounced so false and reproachful; have openiy put on the 
very coat that your opponents prepared asa badge of your cor- 
ruption. This change ofattitude has resulted more from necersity 
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than policy. You have the same inducement for disguise now, 
that you had in the commencement; and it is by compulsion 
that you have thrown it off. ‘The spiritof enquiry which in this 
country can never be long depressed, has dragged the hypocrite 
from his lurking place, and compelled him to put on his own proper 
livery. By acknowledging now what you have so long and so 
stoutly denied, you are entitled tothe credit of the culprit who 
confesses his guilt when fully detected. 1 advert to this public 
avowal of the political character of anti-masonry, not for the pur- 
pose of exhibiting to the finger of scorn a remarkable instance of 
political shuffling and malversation, not for the purpose of animad- 
verting upon the dishonesty and haidihood it displays, but to en- 
quire into the motives that should have induced you to deny and 
conceal that character which you have now been compelled to 
acknowledge. 

I have already shown that in breaking down all distinction be- 
tween virtue and vice, and making an adhesion to your cause op- 
erate as a general atonement, you had in view your own elevation 
in despite of unfitness, and the increase of your followers by any 
means and from any source: making political anti-masonry a com- 
mon purgative fountain, wherein both the leader and the fol- 
lower perform ablution and be forever and effectually cleansed. 

It is easy to discover that the concealment of the political 
character of anti-masonry sprung from the same motives, and 
forms a partof the same pernicious policy. A policy suited to 
the views of unprincipled ambition, calculated to aidthe dark de- 
signs of the political adventurer, the intriguing, knavish dema- 
gogue; buta policy thatevery honest man, every lover of his 
country, must contemplate with equal dread and abhorrence. 

The difference between virtue and vice, merit and demerit, 
must ever form the grand ligament that binds society together; it 
is the rock on which all governments worth sustaining must be ba- 
sed; this distinction lost, and society forfeits its security and happi- 
ness, and the nation, her existence. Butso long as you could say 
to the world, ‘‘ anti-masonry has nothing to do with politics,” you 
could put at defiance all enquiry, all scrutiny, all accusation, and 
place the most vicious and assailable candidate on a par with the 
best man in community. ‘he smooth faced parasite, who had 
mate political chicanery the study of his life; who could smile and 
fawn and beg for power, and play the tyrant when possessing it; 
whose inordinate ambition had extinguished every social feel- 

Sig. 23. 
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ing of his heart, and whose cold blooded treachery had drawn down 
upon him the deep toned execration of all good men; if he could 
so far overcome the stern mandates of his avarice as to furnish the 
means to subsidize a press, he might safely become an anti-masonic 
candidate forthe most important and responsible office. If his for- 
mer political transgressions appeared in dark array against him, he 
could turn upon his accusers, and with a contemptuous smile of in- 
diffzrence reply, ‘‘ anti-masonry has nothings to do with politics.” 
Should the shade of a former high-minded and honorable rival 
‘burst its cerements,” to warn the people against his intrigue 
and hypocrisy, and with pantomime significance, point to the mon- 
ument of afallen competitor, the victim of political jealousy, 
persecution and slander; should a cloud of living witnesses rise in 
confirmation of the charge; should the voice of former friendship 
an! confidence cry against him, and pronounce him a political 
ingrate, accuse him of stinging the bosom that warmed him into 
life and consequence, of stabbing the hand of friendship while 
extended to sustain and protect him, upbraid him with political per- 
fidy, tax him with violating plighted faith, betraying confidence 
and persecuting friends and benefactors, he has only to draw his 
impenetrable panoply closer around him, shrug his shoulders and 
coolly reply, ‘‘anti-masonry has nothing to do with politics.’ 
Should his whole life exhibit one continued struggle for place 
and power, and show that all his feelings, all his views and desires, 
were and ever had been, political and selfish; should his actions 
effectually falsify his pretensions, «nd show that h:s heart was de. 
ceitful and hollow, his temper unforgiving and vindictive, his sen- 
timents factious and aristocratical, still he issafe beneath the all- 
concealing, all protecting mantle of anti-masonry. All inquiry 
as to his qualifications, his former political course, his anti-repub- 
lican feelings and principles, his moral and political character, is 
effectually and forever foreclosed. Heis the anti-masonic candi- 
date and must be supported. His followers rush to the polls,intox- 
icated with zeal, determined to sustain their cause and their 
candidate at the expense of their own safety, the welfare of so- 
ciety, and the principles of liberty. 

The same policy aids you in organizing your party. By pro- 
fessing no political creed, adopting no religious or moral principle, 
and reducing virtue and vice to one common level, you are ena- 
bled to call to your standard and collect into one mass, the refuse 
of all existing parties, the fragments of all former factions: men 

of every faith and every principle and those possessing neither. 
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From the wreck of a once extensive and powerful, but now disban- 
ded party, you have made large levies; taking all that had become 
so far degraded as to disregard the character of their political con- 
/ nections. You have gathered up and given new life and hope to 
the widely expanded branches of another party less conspicuous, 
but far more formidable and dangerous; a party which has existed 
under various disguises fromthe very commencement of the gov- 
ernment, breathing a spirit of the rankest aristocracy; a party 
that is artful, active and powerful, and that is, and long has been, 
‘ laboring with untiring energy to bring about a new order of things 
in this country; to check the excess of democracy, and by establish- 
ing a national religion and restoring the old tyrannical law of pri- 
mogeniture, and by other similar means, to pave the way fora pri- 
f vileged order of men, possessing hereditary wealth, power and 
dignity: and dividing the nation into two classes, the patricians 
and the plebeians, or nobility and commons. You have gathered 
together the turbulent, the aspiring and disaffected, of all descrip- 
tions and denominations. ‘The intemperate zealot, the infatuated 
bigot, the bold blaspheming atheist, the aristocrat and monarchist, 
the abandoned in character, the profligate in morals, the rebel], the 
tory and traitor, all, all are received with open arms and on equal 
terms. Itis true, and deeply to be regretted, that mingling in this 
motley group are many men ofhonest hearts and pure intentions, 
who sincerely believe they are waging aholy warfare against a 
pernicious institution; but their presence only serves to checker still 
more the general mass, and render it yet more indescribably 
heterogeneous. This medley of materials is kept in constant agita- 
tion by a press devoted exclusively to the cause, and conducted 
by an editorial brotherhood,who chime in concert and labor uncea- 
singly to prostrate every thing around them to their own level; who 
have collected a vocabulary of opprobrious epithets, and formed 
a dialect as peculiar as the language of Billingsgate: and frcm 
whichthey pour an unceasiag toirent upen the brightest ornaments 
of the age, and not even sparing the dead. And what is still 
more deplorable, some of this editorial fraternity are sustained 
by a pension raised by contribution; forming a character which in 
this country should be held in abhorrence. For ofall beings, the 
hired calumniator is the most abject and cdions. The wretch who 
fora paltry stipulated price, will sell himself to become the ‘sup- 
pliant tool of ambition, the filthy smut-ball of political jealousy, 
the pest of society, the viper that stings as directed; and with 
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equal malignity the friend and the foe, should associate only with 
malefactors,and'be shunned and detested by all other men. 

Such is the character (if character it may be said to possess) of 
political anti-masonry. A political party thus organized, compo- 
sed of such materials, based on such principles and sustained by 
such means, may well excite apprehensions: it isindeed appalling. 
It is such a party as has never before appeared in this coun- 
try; a political party professedly without principles of any 
kind, and nominally of a negative character, but yet compri- 
sing within its all-grasping embrace every direful passion of 
the human heart, and every material for discord, anarchy, 
mischief and ruin. It is a party distinctly arrayed against 
the principles of the constitution; pitted against civil liberty; a 
masked foe, deadly and desperate, concealing in one hand the as- 
sassin’s dagger, and with the other feeling its way tothe vitals 
of the government. Itssuccess hitherto willadd another exam- 
ple to the many already on record, of the liability of the public 
mind to temp rary hallucination, of the facility with which design- 
ing men may a vail themselves of such distempered state of feeling 
to seize a transient power and elevation. It has indeed suc- 
ceeded beyond the most sanguine expectations of its authors; it 
has already inflicted a wound on societywhich must continue to be 
felt at least during the present generation; and seems to be as- 
suming an atitude of increased boldness and defiance, preparato- 
ry to a deeper and more deadly thrust. 

But it is destine d to feel a check. There is a redeeming spirit 
abroad in the land. ‘There exists a class of citizens in this com- 
munity who at all times constitute the safety of the country, 
who stand above the reach of the ceaxing sycophant and the 
wily demagogue; whese frown is death to the vicious, and who 
have hitherto escaped the general contagion. The candid, re- 
flecting and enlightened, are on the side of tranquillity, toleration 
and thecountry. They have watched the desolating spread of po- 
Jitical anti-masonry, not as indifferent spectators; not without soli- 
citude, but with a determination toact efficiently when duty re- 
quired. ‘Their voice will yet be heard, their power felt. And those 
principles of civil liberty, digested by the sages of the revolution, 
which have hitherto passed every ordeal undiminished and unalloy- 
ed, which have repeffed every attack and triumphed over every 
foe, will again be vindicated, sustained and perpetuated. 


BRUTUS. 
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DEFENCE OF MASONRY. 


NUMBER VI. 


The members of this Society are charged with entering into 
dark, mysterious oaths and obligations, binding each other in fet- 
ters totheir future blind fate—to war for a brother, be his course 
right or wrong, against the laws of God andman! If this charge 
were true, then indeed, ought evena Wasmineton,a Frank in, 
and a Cuinton, to stand condemned before the world, how long 
soever their bones may have mouldered in their graves. But itis 
fulse. A Mason is bound by our ancient Constitutions—which re- 
main from age to age in their principles unchanged—‘“‘to defend a 
Brother, and give him notice of any danger or injury wherewith 
‘he may be threatened to enable him to escape the same, as far as is 
consistent with honour, prudence and the safety of religion, moral- 
ily and the state, pur No FuRTHER.” (Masonic Constitutions, 
by Harris, 37.) ‘They are to be good men and true; strictly to 
obey the moral law; to be peaceable citizens,and cheerfully to con- 
form to the laws of the country—not to be concerned in any plots 
or conspiracies against government, but patiently submit to the le- 
gislative will--to pay respect to the civil magistrate; to work dil- 
igently, live in credit and act honorably with all men.” (ibid $4.) 
“They shall be true loyal citizens, without treason or any false- 
hood, and shall give information of a treason or treachery of which 
they may have knowledge to the civil magistrate; and shal] be true 
to one another; that is, every Mason of the Craft that is accepted 
and allowed as such, shall do unto a Brother Mason as he would 
that a brother should do unto him.” (ibid 22.) ‘At home, and in 
their several neighborhoods, they are to behave as wise, and moral 
men; they are to study the preservation of health, by avoiding ir- 
regularity and intemperance, that their familiesmay not be neg- 
lected nor injured, or themselves disabled from attending to their 
necessary employments in life. They are not to confine their 
charity to the reliefof a particular individual, nor tothe brethren 
of their order, but liberally extend it, sofar as they have abil- 
ity, to all mankind; always relieving the distressed, and consoling 
the afflicted, and living up to the golden rule of loving their God 
with all their heart and their neighbors as themselves; cultivating 
brotherly love, the foundation and the capstone, the cement and 
glory, of this ancient Fraternity; avoiding upon every occasion, 
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wrangling and quarrelling, slandering and backbiting.” (Ancient 
charges, found in all our Monitors and Charts.) ‘These are extracts 
from our most ancient constitutions and charges now extant, and 
which have been held as tanp marks forthe Craft for centuries, 
unchanged and unchangeable with terms and seasons; and if they 
do not present excellent, yea, admirable instruction, for moral and 
civil conduct, I confess myself no moralist or statesman. 

Is it possible that we should promise before God and man, 
tobe good and true in allour relations in life; and in our Lodges 
bend our cunning to the devising of plots and stratagems against 
the State; or the inventing of schemes of immorality, irreligion or 
crime? Could such asystem of duplicity, founded as it must be, 
in the violation of the dearest rights of man, have existed through 
all the revolution and mutations of civil government, in all coun- 
tries, wherever it has pitched its tent; through all the persecutions, 
trials, afflictions and inquisitions, it has undergone:—I ask, could 
such a system, founded in the deepest and deadlicst fraud upon 
the purest feelings and most vital interests of humanity, exist un- 
der such pressure and torture, for thousands of years, without 
the least development of facts, or of testimony, to demonstrate its 
evil and pernicious properties? Yet the Masonic Society has so 
long existed and flourished, notwithstanding it has often been upon 
the wheeland the rack; and still, like pure gold, it shines the 
brighter and brighter the more friction you apply to it. It must be 
pure or such would not be its duration. 

There is one important fact well known to the world, which 
ought to carry conviction to every unbiassed mind, of the absurdi- 
tv of this charge; and that the highest penally, ever inflicted by 
the Fraternity on its members, for any misconduct, however gross 
or criminal, is expu!sion—a public testimony to the world at large, 
of the entire disunity of the Society with the offending member. 
No severer punishment was ever found embraced in our constitu- 
tions or laws, or ever inflicted, under any circumstances; for none 
severer could be invented for upright and honorable minds; and 
none severer are we authorized by the laws of God or man to in- 
flict. That we do not even pretend to hold our brethren by any 
other than voLUNTARY TIES, is manifest also, from the fearlessness 
and vaunting style, with which many sot-distant Masons have 
challenged the displeasure, and even the “vengeance” of the 
Fraternity.-Another interesting feature of our brotherhood, should 
satisfy the most scrupulous that we are not bound in such fellers; 
and that we do not dwell in terror, or restraint, among ourselves; 
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nor combine tointermeddle with the rights of others in any shape; 
is, that at the same time we discard politics and disputative theol- 
ogy, it is made the duty of every member of the Fraternity, to 
watch over the moral conduct of his brother—to have a brother's 
eye toall his behavior and conversation--to admonish him where- 
in he sees him err; and if he will not reform, to make known his 
back-sliding to the Lodge, and if he be still irreclaimable, mn any 
vice, immorality or offence, against the laws of God, or man, 
which would dishonor the character of an upright, virtuous citi- 
zen; it is the brother’s duly, however painful, to raise his voice for 
his expulsion, and declare to the world, his disunity with one so 
derelict of Masonic duty. Ifthis be evidence of being bound in 
Fetters, to stick to a brother through good and through evil; and 
that we are in astate of bondage one to another; then in fact, is the 
charge richly merited: otherwise it is false and groundless. No—- 
instead of Masonry binding fetters upon its members, it makes 
them Free; and a Brother well knows, if the woild does not, or will 
not believe-—-no man on earth is so free as @ FREE AND ACCEPTED 
Mason. 


There is nothing whatever in our constitutions or laws, or in his 
obligations, to bind a Brother even to a continuance within the pale 
ofthe Lodge of which he may be a member, a sin:sle moment be- 
yond h's free will and pleasure. He may withdraw at his own op- 
tion: and whenever his INTEGRITY AND FORTITUDE Shall fail him, 
we have no bond to restrain his renunciation of the Craft and ab- 
juration of his fidelity: Having thus divested himself of all pow- 
er over the INCOMMUNICABLE MYSTEXIES Of the Order, and of ail 
that can bind the heart of man to its plighted faith, we leave him 
to the felicity and glory of his prototype, Hipparchus, a Pythagore- 
an, ‘‘who, having out of spleen and resentment, violated and broke 
through the several engagements ofthe Society, was held in the 
utmost detestation; expelled the school as one most infamous and 
abandoned; and as he was dead to the principles of virtue and phi- 
losophy, had a tomb erected for him, according to their custom, 
as though he had been naturally dead. The shame and disgrace 
that justly attended so great a breach of truth and fidelity, drove 
the unhappy wretch to such despair, that he proved his own execu- 
tioner; and soabhorred was even his memory, that he was denied 
the rites an] ceremonies of burial used to the dead in those times; 
instead of which his body was suffered to lie on the shore of the 
Isle of Samos.” 
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VERMONT ADVOCATE. 


It gives us pleasure to learn from the first numberof the new 
series of the Vermont Advocate, that a portionof the columns of 
that very respectable republican journal willin future be devoted 
to a defence of the Masonic institution, and an investigation of the 
present proscriptive excitement. ‘The editor makes this an- 
nouncement in a well written essay, from which we extract the 
following paragraph.—Albany Record. 

‘** Knowing the present excitement on these subjects [masonry 
and anti-masonry] to exist without just cause, as it relates to the 
Institution of masonry, the fraternity have hitherto avoided a dis- 
cussion of its merits, not however from a consciousness that the 
principles of masonry were not capable of being defended, or a 
want of ability to defend them, but froma belief that the good 
sense of the community was sufficient to counteract the effects in- 
tended to be produced by it. But emboldened by the passive man- 
ner in which their attacks have beem received, the leaders of the 
anti-masonic party have assumed to invent and propagate the foul- 
est calumny with such brazen faced effrontery, as to confound the 
most impartial inquirer after truth, and unhinge the judgment of 
very many of the honest and well meaning in the community, who 
have no means at hand to detect the imposition. All this con- 
tumely might be borne in the true spirit of masonic forbearance, 
by the members of the institution, were it not that their constitu- 
tional rights are assailed, and a participation in the common priv- 
ileges of citizens attempted to be wrested from them: but since 
such is the fact, forbearance is no longer a virtue--by practising 
il, they are no longer just to themselves or the community. ‘The 
attack has been made and continued by means of the press: and 
through the same means it is right it should be repelled. Relying 
therefore on the aid and support of the fraternity, as well as ev- 
ery honest enquirer after truth and lover of peace and harmony 
in the community, it is the purpose of the editor fearlessly, but 
temperately, and with the strictest regard to truth, to meet the 
enemies of masonry ‘ face to face,’ in matters of fact, assertion, 
or inference; and by exhibiting the principles and objects of the in- 
stitution in its true light, expose the false colouring and sophistical 
reasoning by which designing demagogues are seeking to prejudice 
the pu blic mind and create and perpetuate an excited state of feel- 
ing, favourable only to the successful prosecution of schemes for 
their individual aggrandizement, at the expense of the quiet, as 
well as the general interests of the community.” 
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From the London Literary Gazette. 
THE SYBIL. 

Mine ear hath heard a sound—a stifled cry 

Of distant sorrow; up from the abyss of time 
Springs the sad wail of helpless agony— 

The laugh of scorn, the scoff, the ribald rhyme, 
The fearful consequence of lust and crime; 

O sin hath crushed a heart that went astray 
From the right path, and with her serpent slime 

Of pleasure daubed it, hideously gay, 
The surer thus to gorge and batton on her prey! 


Stay, mortal, thy career! and ere the hour 
Of retribution comes, that comes to all, 
O let Repentance use her saving power 
To free thy soul from miserable thrall—- 
Call with a warning voice nor vainly call ; 
Then shall the bonds of vice apart be riven; 
And angels, when they see thy shackles fall, 
Almost ~ so great will be the joy in heaven— 
Wish they had sinned like thee,to be like thee forgiven. 


Wouldst thou learn wisdom? Seek it not 
In the hermit’s cell or the peasant’s cot; 
For the hermit’s cell, though far it be 
Away from the world’s impurity, 
Holds but little of earthly good 
Beyond the charm of solitude ; 
As the flower that springs in desert ground 
Looks only bright for the waste around ; 
And the lowly cot of the peasant, though long 
It hath Paradise seemed in the minstrel’s song, 
Hath its ample share of wants and woes 
When clothed in reality’s humble prose. 
Turn away, then, 
From the path that leads 
Tv the mountain glen 

Or the flow’ry meads ; 
Come when the moon her beauty discloses 
Over thy garden bowers of roses; 
Come not in fear or in company 
With a trembling heart and a fearful eye, 
But, harmed not the more, nor guarded the less, 
Come alone in thy gentleness, 
And spread thy little white hand to me— 
Thou shalt be taught by palmistry. 

Sig, 24 
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There is a line upon thine hand— 
Deeply, deeply that line is traced ; 
Ne’er hath the eye of futurity scanned, 
Ne’er hath the finger of Providence placed 
On mortal mould 
A type that told 
Of half the sum of human bliss, 
As, in characters known 
To me alone, 
Is graven in letters of light on this. 


Thou shalt be happy, for happiness flies 
Even round the fountain of light divine, 
That is fed by the streams of virtue which rise 
With sparkling radiance in hearts like thine; 
And if ever sin 
By chance should win 
A wish or a thought for her guilty store, 
Thy memory cast 
To the times thenpast, 
Remember the Sybil, and sin no more. 





The editor of the Rutland Herald says that a!l the Anti-editorg 
in Vermont ‘‘ could dance a fandango together on the tail of a 
comma,and then have room enough left for the fiddler!” After they 
have sufficiently amused themseives in this manner, we presume 
the good people of that State will permit them to ‘ dance” a jig 
to the tune of ‘‘ over the hilisand far away.” The anti-masonic 
editors in this quarter, however are tobe disposed ofina different 
and more summary manner:—they will all be compelled to ride 
down toinfamy astride an exclamation point!--We wish them a 
pleasant journey.— Batavia Press. 





{ig The fanatics of New-York talk of petitioning the Leg- 
islature of that state to make the following amendment to the con- 
stitution: 

‘* All officers shall before entering upon their respective offices 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation.” 

‘© [ do solemnly swear or affirm as the case may be that I have 
not since the adoption of this amendment become a member of any 
Masonic or other secret society: or assisted in receiving any per- 
son asa member of any such society, and that I willnot during 
my continuance in office.’’!!! 
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From Flint’s Western Monthly Review for October. 
REVIEW. 


Of ‘A Narrative of the Anii-Masonic Excitement, inthe western 
part of the State of New-York, during the years 1826. °7,’8, and 
part of 1829, By Henry Brown, Esq. Counceilor ai Law,” 
Batavia: Adams §& M’Cleary, 1829. pp. 244. 


Nothing is more natural, that an association for convival, scien- 
tific, or charitable purposes, should wish to cultivate esprit du corps, 
sodality, and an exclusive regard forthe members. ‘T'o have cer- 
tain peculiar words, or signs, known only to the initiated, by which 
they may instantly discriminate each other amicst the crowd of 
strangers, is a natural adjunct to the general intention. Emblems 
and badges will appear striking and agreeable, cr puerile and un- 
worthy, according to the temperament of the beholder. T'rom 
their being adopted by all governments, by all religions, by all 
scientific institutions, and by almost every considerable association 
that has ever appeared, it would seem, that to adopt them fell 
in with the genera] bent of human nature. The church has its 
symbols, the government has its ensign. Our country has its ea- 
gle, its stars and stripes, the British navy has its green and blue, 
and the masons have their square, compass and ornamented apron. 
Enjoying, perhaps yuizzing, the strained eyes and the eager and 
wondering gaze of the people at the long and gorgeous proces- 
sion, it is natural that masons should have assumed a look of pe- 
culiar and knowing solemnity, while descanting upon an origin as 
old as the world, and the architectural orders, and the histcrical 
inscriptions of the pillars of Seth. There can be no doubt in 
truth that Adam and Eve were masons, as well as carpenters and 
tailors. 

But we do not believe, that any intelligent mason ever attempt- 
ed to trace its origin beyond the authentic records of the order. 
These, we apprehend, @o not ascend beyond the fourth or fifth 
century. They have unquestionable evidence however, that even 
then the institution was considered as_ having its beginning lost 
in the unrecorded ages that preceded them. From the fifth cen- 
tury to the present, the most wise, enlightened, and distinguish- 
ed men in Europe, and in recent days in America, have extended 
the scroll of the order with their names; and perhaps no society 
ever existed for sucha lapse of ages with so little question of its 
innocence, its objects and motives. Nor is it in the darkest 
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suspicion of the most brooding and gloomy mind, picturing hu- 
man nature in the colours of its own consciousness, to believe, that 
hundreds of characters known to us all,crowned with the name of 
Washington, would have belonged to tbe society, and honored its 
institutions, if they had not known it to be at least innocent. 

We have understood, that the fundamental tenet of general and 
speculative masonry, as regards religion, is the broad foundation of 
pure and simple theism, that it might embrace the people of all re- 
ligions and all countries, who acknowledge and adore one God. 
Christians acknowledge and adore the same; and masons, in do- 
ing so, do no more deny the truth and importance of revelation, 
than the former. We have understood, that the masons of christian 
Europe and America adopt the whole Bible, astheir book of wor- 
ship——and we all know, with how much deference and reverence it 
finds a place in their processions. Beside this, we know that they 
profess a peculiar and most solemn responsibility of never ceas- 
ing charity, particularly to the suffering and decayed members 
and relatives of their society. Weknow more. We know that 
they practice a noble and godlike charity to the prisoner, the 
widow, the orphan and the poor, which ought to endear them to 
all who love their kind and respect those who are engaged in the 
holiest of ell duties, the relief of human misery. 

Now this society has seen fit to have festivals and anniversa- 
ries. Is it alone in this? They carry badges and emblems. Do 
not mechanical, philosophical, literary and other societies do the 
same? ‘They meet by themselves and keep out intruders. Are 
they alone in this? Does not every private citizen have his circle, 
anc is not the intrusion of unbidden and unexpected visitants in- 
terdicted asstrongly by good manners, as persons not masons are 
from entering lodges by the tylers? The masons apply their 
charity in the first instance to their own members, and their re- 
lative. Does not christianity enjoin its first and most particular 
distributions to these who are of the househcid of faith? And 
it is not uttered as an oracle,when we say, that ifjall associations re- 
lieved the miserable of their own number—all the miserable of 
the human race would be succoured. Providence has imparted 
to man this propensity to associate in smaller social circles, and 
to be more strongly impressed with the sympathies of that circle, for 
those wise purpeses, that regulate the whole economy of the uni- 
verse. Cosmopolites, in loving every body, care for nobody but 
themselves. Our first duty isto relieve our own miserable; next 
those of the adjoining state, and so on, the obligation weakening as 
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the circle broadens. We are bound by a much stronger obligation 
to convert our own heathen, than those of the Gentoos. Hence, 
the masons in beginning, not terminating their charity with 
their own, have acted in conformity with the order of prov- 
idence, christianity, and sound discretion. 


Masons have their secrets, and so has every well ordered family; 
and it is as impertinent for the uninitiated, to wish to pry into those 
of the former, as it is for gossips to interfere with the privacy of 
the latter. Noman hasany more right to disturb the privacy in 
which an association of men of fair and unquestioned character 
choose to meet, than our chemical and other manufactories have to 
inscribe on their entering gate ‘‘ no admittance.’’— The word secret 
is a terrible word, but only to children, gossips and bigots of an un- 
quiet conscience, who think all human nature as dark as their own 
bosoms. Who would believe, that society which has existed from 
the earliest periods of English history, which has enregistered in 
its archives the brightest and most glorious names, which has left 
innumerable records of the nobl»st charities, and upon which, as 
a body, harm has not yet been proved, would have been exposed 
in these days to the same sort of spirit which heated the tongs of St. 
Dominic, invented thumb screws, and burned witches, merely 
because they choose to walk in procession, now and then, to 
wear fine aprons, with a compass and square and other devi- 
ces tainted or embroidered on them, and to meet by themselves 
without the admission of unitiated intruders? 


It is not at all strange, that there should be fools, knaves and 
bigots in the world; for they have always existed, and in numbers 
too great for the peace and order of society. Nor is it strange, that 
in the time of St. Dominic and John Calvin, and King James and 
Queen Mary, itshould have been held sound doctrine and true 
orthodoxy, that to place the outer man on a slow fire would strong- 
ly tend to enlighten his mind into the truth ofa doctrine he ab- 
horred. It is not strange that pagans should have persecuted 
catholics, and catholics protestants, and protestants episcopalians 
protestant puritants, and protestant puritants protestant quakers. 
Persecution was the spirit of the age. ‘The wonderful William Penn 
was almost alone in his age, in his compact and sublime phrase of 
expressing the grand principle of toleration, in the !aws of Penn- 
sylvania. Persecution was deemed a proper resort for the incul- 
cation ofa doctrine; and it is not at all strange, that the great 
mass of the people should be led away by the prevalent opinion 
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of the times. There was nothing strange in the gloomy 4né terri- 
ble delusion of witchcraft, under which so many innocent victims 
suffered. It was not the delusion of the ill fated town of Salem 
alone, where the opprobrinm of public sentiment has generally 
cast it. But it was the folly of the age. People believed in ghosts, 
goblins, and haunted houses, in signs,omens and death watches; 
and particularly, that Satan was a wonderfully active personage, 
entering into old women, squaws, and negresses of preference, 
and to believe in witchcraft was only to adopt a prevalent spirit 
of the times. But it is strange, and passing strange in this age, 
that any order of things, or any class of men, could have got upa 
proscriptive crusade against the fraternity of masons, merely be- 
cause there is much reason to believe that a small number of foolish 
and misguided men, under wild and mistaken notions of masonic 
responsibility,carried off a certain Mr. Morgan, leaving the natural 
inference from his disappearance, that he has been murdered. 
It is, for aught we know, the first cutrage of the kind, with which 
public opinien has charged masonry; and their isreason to be- 
lieve it will be the last. ‘The most obtuse and stupid among the 
fraternity have read a lesson upon the subject, which we should 
hope would not require to be repeated. From the excitement 
which has been created upon the subject, and the manner in 
which this excitement has been directed, one most useful lesson has 
been taught. It is, that man is just as much disposed to perse- 
cute nowas he was in the timesof Nero, St. Dominic, or Ma- 
ry of England, Our security against its outrages is our laws, 
our admirable laws; the increasing enlargement of the pub- 
lic mind, the growing conviction that to roast aman, to torture 
him, to calumniate or vilify him, to take from him his standing 
or his income, will not at all alter his opinicns forthe better, if 
they are wrong, but from the natural stubbornness cf the human 
character, fitting it to resist oppression, tend to fix him more un- 
yieldingly in these opinions. 

We see clearly, that even yet it is not supererogat:on to speak, 
and write, and legislate against the blind, relentless and desola- 
ting spirit of bigotry and persecution. When we see, what a 
pestilent fever of anti-masonic excitement has been git up in this 
country, how it has been got up—against what objects it has 
been directed, what other views have been incorporated with it 
how ancient and knowing ladies and man gossips, and fierce 
priests, and sly and wicked politicans have operated upon the no- 














1829] OR MASONIC GARLAND. igl 


bility of the ten thousand, let us not congratulate ourse’ves that 
the Popish plots, Cocklane ghosts, witches, haunted houses 
and possession of Satan have wholly gone by. 

Let him who standeth firm and fearless in the confidence of his 
innocence, and wonderful illumination of these days, take heed 
that he donot fall under some combination, to prove him a 
witch, a conjuror, ora heretic. Notwithstanding our contiguity 
to milennium, there are sufficient numbers of rogues to raise the 
hue and cry, andsufficient numbers of dupes not a whit more 
enlightened than they of the day when Salem witches were hung. 
No event in our times has more clearly proved all this, than that 
one, tlie faine of which has filled our land, and been blown by 
the trumpet of a hundred thousand pamphlets, to say nothing of 
the newspaper flourishes and the reports of trials. These are 
the engines, howevera ceriain portion of the community may 
despise them, that move the physical power of the country. These 
are the thermometers that indicate the existing moral and political 
femperature of our times. 


The book before us seems to us a fair and dispassionate and 
well authenticated history of the Morgan affair upto the -pre- 
sent time. A very brief and succinct chronicle of the more pro- 
minent features ofthis business, and the anti-masonic excitement, 
is all that we deem of sufficient general interest to abstract from 
the book for our readers. 


The credit of the origin of this mighty affair is clearly ascribable 
to a certain Colonel Miller--an ‘‘able editor” of the ‘‘Republican 
Adv.”? aman of whom our author says little good, describing him 
as possessed indecdof respectable talents, but with a great deal of 
cunning, familiar with the arts of designing men, freed from all re- 
ligious scruples, and of course ready to hoist sailto abreeze from 
any point of the compass. Embarrassed in his circumstances, in- 
attentive to business, intemperate in his habits, he saw by intci- 
tion the use that might be made of Morgan and an anti-masonic 
excitement. 


William Morgan was born in Culpepper county, Virginia, fifty- 
four years since, and in 1819, he married Lucinda Pendleton, 
of Richmond,Virginia. Of the fifty accounts of his previous life no 
one has any claims to authenticity. In 1821, he removed with 
his wife to York Upper Canada, whcre he commenced business, 
asa brewer. His brewery was destroyed by fire; and reduced 
to poverty, he moved to Rochester, in New-York, and thence to 
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Batavia, where he remained until his abduction in 1826. Hehad 
acommon English education, and was pleasant in his manners, ex- 
cept when intemperate, which he was toa great degree, conduc- 
ting towards his family and others in those seasons, like other men 
of similar habits. 

Miller and he were both masons. Morgan is supposed to have 
received his first dislike to masonry from his name having been 
omitted as a member of achapter of masons (chartered some 
where about 1825,) in consequence of his intemperate and un- 
worthy habits. Being of dissolute morals, his principles hanging 
loosely about him and stimulated by vile companions, he proposed 
to disclose the secrets of masonry,in hopes,no doubt,to make an im- 
mense fortune out of the gaping brute curiosity of the vulgar. He 
was such an instrument, and this enterprize was such a material 
as precisely suited Miller’s purposes. 

The great body of respectable masons treated the matter, as 
was wise, with silence and contempt, wishing it left to its natu- 
ral progress and issue. Not so with a few indiscreet and officious 
members. ‘The assertion that the late De Witt Clinton, as the 
head of the Grand Lodge in New-York, issued a masonic edict for 
suppressing the book, that was announced, even at the expense of 
life, is too monstrous even to gain credit for a moment, and could 
not be possible, forthe Grand Lodge was not in session from the 
annunciation of Morgan’s intended disclosure to the time of his ab- 
duction. The author gives a sensible and well written article, 
which he published at the time of the communication, the purport 
of which was to inculcate upon masons to let the book take its 
course. Had the advice been followed, the whole thing would 
long ago have sunk into oblivion, and Morgan would have lived and 
died in quiet and obscurity. 

Morgan’s intended work, it seems, was in progress of publication 
in Miller's printing office. A few inconsiderate and officious mem- 
bers of the masonic body concerted, in an evil hour, a plan for 
the suppression of a work, which if left to itself, would undoubt- 
edly have fallen dead Lorn from the press. Forty or fifty per- 
sons assembled at Batavia, and attempied to destroy the office 
where the manuscript, or the nearly published work was sup- 
posed to be. This project failing, some other miscreants attempt- 
ed to burn the office. A number of Masons joined in a printed no- 


_ tice, offering a reward of a hundred dollars for the apprehension 
of the incendiaries. 
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In 1826 Morgan was arrested for petit larceny. The ground 
of the charge was, that he had borrowed of one Kingsly, a tavern 
keeper at Canandaigua a shirt and cravat, which he had not seen 
fit to return! He was tried and acquitted. But immediately upon 
his discharge, was arrested for asmall debt due another taverner, 
and committed to prison. About this time a certain Giddins, 
infamously famous, as concerned in Morgan’s abduction, began to 
figure as a witness in the case, whose evidence was rejected in 
the court on the ground of his being an avowed atheist. He seems 
to have been desirous to become, what is known in common pat- 
lance by the name state’s evidence, and to attach to his confeder- 
ates a most atrocious guilt, in which, by his own confession, he 
had the chief share. 

The next morning after Morgan’s imprisonment at Canandaigua, 
acertain Lawson paid the small debt, for wh:ch he was imprison- 
ed and he was discharged. Immediately upon his discharge he 
was seized, forcibly thrust into a carriage and driven to Fort Ni- 
agara. Notwithstanding Giddins’ testimony; nowithstanding the 
various printed and oral declarations, that he has been seen liv- 
ing,and_been found dead, all authentic ground on which to trace his 
fate any further, entirely fails. It is probable in a high degree, that 
he was taken across the Niagara into Upper Canada. He has never 
returned and this seemsto offer a degree of probability that he 
was in some way despatched, though there aie not wanting 
thousands of instances of persons in his situation, and of his stau 
ding, who have wished to have the impression of their death that 
they might emigrate, and transmigrate, and come out, unknown, 
and unquestioned, under another name, and to enact another 
part in life. ; 

We pass over the history of numerous arrests and trials, as 
episodes, or minor movements attached to the main one. 

‘*'The mystery attended Morgan’s departure—the circumstan- 
ces of his not having been heard from--the meeting on the night 
of the Sth Sept.—the attempt to burn Miller’s office--and the sub- 
sequent arrest of Miller on the 12th,excited in the public mind 
sO many suspicions, that a few individuals residing in Batavia, 
very justly and properly deemed an investigation necessary. 

** With a view to ascertain the circums‘ances in relation to Mor- 
gan’s being taken from jail in Canandaigua, rumors of which had 


as yet only reached them, an agent was sent thither on the 22d 
Oct. 1829, Vol. 2. No. 7. Sig. 25. 
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of September, 1326. A number of affidavits were procured on 
the following day, which established beyond doubt the important 
fact, that Motgan was arrested in violation oflaw, after his dis- 
charge from prison the 12th of September, and, notwithstanding 
his opposition, conveyed from hence, in a carriage, prepared for 
that purpose, by force, they knew not whither. 

‘* Publicity given tothe information thus acquired, served to in- 
crease still more the intensity of those suspicions. ‘The thunder 
of popular indignation began to roll. It was however at first in 
low and soiemn murmurs. It emitted as yet no sparks, because no 
object had yet been found on which its blots could descend. The 
enquiry is where is Morgan, had appropiately been made, and no 
answer been given. ‘The citizens of the county of Genesee were 
therefore invited to meet in mass, at the Court House in Batavia, 
on the 4th of October, for the purpose of making some arrange- 
ments in order to ascertain his fate. 

‘* The meeting was numerously and respectably attended. It 
was a solemn and impressive scene. A citizen of this free land, 
entitled to the protection of its laws, had beentaken by violence 
and confined without authority, in some solitary place, or convey- 
ed by force without the United States, to parts unknown, or had 
fallen beneath some murderer’s arm, and no information rela- 
tive to his destiny or fate, had yet been received. The circum- 
stances that he was poor--that he was dissolute--that he was 
in some respects unprincipled, and therefore held in but little 
estimation by community, gave to the meeting, in the eye of 
the philanthropist, additional interest. 

*¢ Had he beena man of rank, of consideration, or of fortune, 
the people at large would never have been left to make the above 
inquiry. He would have been followed—-he would have been re- 
scued, and if necessary, an army would have been raised at his 
call, and awaited his commands, The wrongs of an individual 
once rocked the battlements of Troy, and made the throne of 
Priam tremble to its base. But the unfortunate and degraded 
Morgan was suffered to be carried off under circumstances calcula- 
ted to excite the stron zest suspicion, without scarce an inquiry. 

‘¢ | cannot in justice to historic truth forbear to remark that a 
number of the most conspicuous anti-masons in the country; men 
whw became so long after Morgan’s abduction, and who have since 
participated in the rewards and honours of a triumphant party, de- 
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signedly abstained” from attending that meeting. Nor can ‘I in 
justice tomy own feel ngs, suffer th’s occasion to pass witheut ap- 
plauding, in the highest terms, the candour, the good sense, and 
above all, the holy fervour which appeared to fill, inspire and 
expand the bosoms of the great mass of which it was composed. 
A writer of eminence, I believe Mr, Burke, observes, that the 
public opinion is often wrong, but the public feeling never. 
An outrage all thought had unquestionably been committed 
but its extent and authors were unknown. An encuiry was 
demanded—the public indignation was roused and’the detecticn 
and punishment of guilty seemed to be its only object. A nu- 
merous and respectab'e committee, consisting of Theodore F. 
Talbot, David E. Evans, ‘Trumbull Cary, William Davis, Jon- 
athan Lay, Timothy Fitch, Lyman E. Prindle, E. Southworth 
and James P. Smith were unanimously appointed for that pur- 
pose, and the meeting adjourned. 


‘¢ Similar ones were afterwards’ held in other counties, and 
committees appointed, a part of whom subsequently composed 
the celebrated Lewiston Convention. 


“The committee above named immediately caused a notice 
to be published, conta‘ning a brief statement of the facts and cir- 
cumstances in the case, so far as ascertained, and desired all 
who pessessed any knewlecge of information ‘whatever in“relation 
to either, to cconmunicate the same withcvt Celay to scme cne of 
their members. A request was also sent to his Excellency Govy- 
ernor Clinton, des'ring his aid—it was premptly afforded, and a 
preclamaticn was immediately issued.” Varievs preclamaticns 
were issuec by the governor, requiring that aid, and offering par- 
don to accomplices, that should give evidence in the case. The 
Grand Royal Arch chapter, in wh'ch one hundred and ten chap- 
ters were included, disclaimed all knowledge and apprcbaticn of 
the affair, in which they were followed by most of the lodges in 
the state. 


Meanwhile * Morgan’s Ilustration of Masonry’ fell, like rain 
drops, fromthe press, cesting, prctably ten cents. and which the 
greedy public appetite swallcwed to a surfeit for scme time at 
the price ofa delar. Qurewnecnmvnity isunhapily cone, that 
has anappetite, that might be medically called bulimy, for such 
food. The bible,tracts, and Webster’s spelling book, hardly fur- 
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nished equal occupation for the press. With what views it was 
published, let the following extracts determine. 

‘© We, and each of us, do hereby most solemnly and sincerely 
promise and swear upon the holy evangelists of Almighty God, 
that we never will divulge during our natural lives, communicate, 
or make known to any person or persons in the known world, our 
knowledge or any part thereof, respecting William Morgan’s inten- 
tion (communicated to us) to publish a book on the subject of free- 
masonry, neither by writing, marking, or insinuations, or any way 
devisable hy man.”” Sworn and subscribed this 13th day of March, 
1826. Signed ‘ John Davids,’ and others. 


“On the 5th day of August following, John Davids and 
David C. Miller, of Batavia, and Russel Dyer, of Rochester, 
executed to said Morgan, a bond in the penal sum of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment of one fourth ) 
part of the sum which should be received onthe sale of a certain 
book upon freemasonry, which the said John Davids, David C. 
Miller, and Russel Dyer were about to publish. 


* On the 7th day of August, and two days only after said bond 
purports to bear date, captain Morgan, in consequence of a diffi- 
culty between him and his ‘riends, addressed to them the follow- 
ing note: 

‘* August 7, 1826. 

‘Gentlemen, my note of this morning has not been answered. 
Further evasion and equivocation | wil] not submit to. Ac- 


knowledge you are not gentlemen, or I will expose you in 
twelve hours, unless you do as you agreed to do. lam not : 


child—--if you suppose I sm, you are mistaken. Tamaruan, and 
will not suffer myself to be imposed on—-you have not acted as gen- 
tlemen—I am sorry tobe compelled tosay it—every part of your 
concuct has been mysterious, and why so?--My first impressions 
were that you are not honest men; therefore I wish to settle and 
have no more todo with you. If either of you feel hurt, call on 
me as gentlemen, and I will give you any satisfaction you wish. 
* WILLIAM MORGAN.” 
The securing of a copy right to prevent others from publishing 
the book—-its sale at first for one dollar--the oaths of Davids and 
others—the bond executed by Miller, Davids and Dyer, furnish at 
least presumptive evidence, that avarice and not a love of coun- 
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try, ora regard for its future prosperity and welfare, was the 
principal stimulus to their undertaking.” 

Never had madam Rumor a more admirable subject upon 
which to operate. Warrants were issued and trials instituted 
without number, and each succeeding day brought to light a new 
brocd of stories of violence, blood and murder. While a famous 
trial upon the subject, at which a hundred witnesses were pre- 
sent, was in progress, a rumor was set a float that Morgan’s body 
had been found,and would be present-at the place of trial--this 
tended rfot at all tolay the excitement. ‘The persons proved to have 
been concerned in the abduction of Morgan as far as Niagara, were 
sentenced to different periods of imprisonment, the longest exten- 
ding to three years. A petition to the legislature of the state to 
obtain an additional reward of 5000 dcllars to what had been al- 
ready offered was rejected by the good sense of the legislature, 
who saw that it would only be adding fuel to the flame. 

By this time the excitement had arrived at the pitch of causing 
anti-masonic associations. Town meetings were called, with the 
avowed purpose, to form voluntary associations, to detect and 
punish the perpetrators of the abduction, and supposed murder of 
Mcrgan, and to make up a purse for the support of the widow and 
orphans. ‘The most malignant and improbable falsehoods and 
sanders, which at another time would have returned with a 
vengeance, to plagne ihe inventors, in the present state of public 
feciings, were received with with implicit faith, Demagogues now 
saw that the affair was ripe for their use, and they accordingly 
took it inkeeping. Bigots in their church, made use of it with 
the same views, operating in a different direction. Such was the 
stale of excitement, that strangers travelling through that part 
of the country, dared not avow, that they were masons. 

The Lewiston committee had hired a vessel, and chartered 
boats, and constructed instruments for :aking the bed of the Nia- 
gara, and a part of Lake Ontario. The business was pursued 
with great industry for some months to no effect. Efforts to find 
the body were abandoned, but the public feeling and expecta- 
tion were in no degree quieted. We remarked, that a body was 
found, on the shore of Lake Ontario, which appeared to have been 
left there by the surf. Being highly putrid, after the usual in- 
quest it was buried. It soonspread through the community, that 
it was Morgan’s body. Some gentlemen from Batavia and Roch- 
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ester repaired to the place of interment. The body was disinter- 
red. Mrs Morgan wasc nveyed to the spot. It may easily be im- 
agined in what state the body was. All identity of colour was gone. 
The hair, height, teeth,dress, &c. of course, remained unaltered. 

In neither of these circumstances was there a trait of resemblance 
to Morgan. The dress was not that which he wore when he dis- 
appeared. ‘There were religious tracts in the pockets, and Mor- 
gan was not of the men who carried tracts. But a jury of inquest 
was summoned. Witnesses were examined. ‘The first witness 
swore that Morgan had double teeth dentes molares, all rofind, and 
that the body had the same: and he described many other circum- 
stances of identity between this body and Morgan’s. Most of the 
witnesses, and thirteen were examined, swore to the same effect. 
What is more astonishing, Mrs. Morzan, whose testimony bears 
on the face of it marks of honest conviction, agreed with them in 
many particulars, especially in regard to the double teeth all 
round, and tothe circumstance that two of his teeth were wanting 
and one split, to which circumstances the witnesses generally 
testified, this body answered. ‘This jury, composed of twen- 
ty three persons, subscribed their names to the verdict of inquest, 
which was, that this was the body of Morgan, and that he came 
to his death by drowning. All doubt was removed from the pub- 
lic mind. ‘The multitude flocked to the funeral procession. The 
body was removed to Batavia. <A funeral discourse was deliy- 
ered by one James Cochrane, who, it seems sometimes drew in- 
piration from distiJled spirits, but is said to have been sober on this 
occasion. ‘The body was once more interred, as that of Morgan. 
The cry of vengeance against masons was now on the breeze, and 
the ghost of Morgan was said to walk. 

But the tell-tale papers spread the story, until it reached the ears 
of the real widow of the drowned person. A Mr. Monro, of Up- 
per Canada, left his home for Newark, and was drowned in the Ni- 
agara. <A description of the clothes found on the body of the sup- 
posed Morgan induced Mrs. Monro to believe it was the body 
of her drowned husband. In company of relatives she repaired to 
Batavia. ‘This ill-fated body which could not rest in earth, was 
once more disinterred. [t would be useless to detail the evidence 
of the new inquest. No seeming, when properly sifted, can show 
the aspect of truth. The real truth of the case, that this was the 
identical ‘Timothy Monro’s body, and not Morgan’s, was establish- 
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ed by that kind of evidence that cannot fail to establish undoubting 
conviction in every rational mind. It is an astonishing proof, these 
inquisitions, how much testimony is affected by strong prejudices, 
public excitement and popular feeling. A great number of partic- 
ulars, specified on oath by the first! jury, proved to be not as speci- 
fied, by this second examination. Particularly it was proved that 
Morgan was wholly bald on the forehead, and never wore whiskers. 
‘This body had a considerable tuft of hairthere, and had whiskers. 
The circumstance of the double teeth all around was utterly dis- 
proved. ‘This body had teeth of the usual character, and instead 
of having lost two, and a fragment of another, had actually lost 
five. What put the matter out of all question was, that Mrs. Mon- 
ro specified before seeing them, certain articles of dress, which she 
had made with her own hands, and which were found tobe, as 
she described them to be, before seeing them. All doubt was dis- 
pelled from all minds, except such, as were determined not to be 
convinced. It is reported that people, who had obtained all the po- 
litical objects desired from the impression, that the body was Mor- 
gan’s, observed ‘‘ that he was a good enough Morgan, until after 
the election.” 


The affair of Morgan was pregnant with wonders from the be- 
ginning. During the delusion of witch time,there were not want- 
ing persons, who, carried away by the prevalent insanity, became 
convinced, that they were witches and wizzards, and made confes- 
sion, as such. <A certain R. H. Hill came forward in the papers, 
and with most imposing solemnity confessed himself guilty of hav- 
ing murdered Morgan. ‘Tbe poor man supplicated mercy of God 
and man, asone sure of the gallows. But the Morgan matter had 
been proved to be atwo edged instrument, which men began to be 
cautious of handling. Mr. Hill attracted notoriety which perhaps, 
was h's wretched motive, and was imprisoned, but could not gain a 
martyr’s fame by being hung. The jury incontinently dismissed 
him, as being either maudlin or moon struck in the upper story. 


In the midst of these popular commotions of sentiment, Mr. Clin- 
ton was called suddenly to his account. Mr. Pitcher, Vice Gover- 
nor, recommended tothe Legislature the appointment of a per- 
son, for the especial purpose of investigating the Morgan busi- 
ness, and Daniel Mosely, esq. was appointed. An attempt to pro- 
cure a similar enactment in congress wholly failed. 
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Another strange circumstance attending these transactions re- 
mains to be recorded. Col. King, a man highly respected in his 
neighborhood, about the time of Morgan’s abduction, removed from 
the vicinity of Batavia, and with the appointment of sutler to Can- 
tonment Towson,repaired to that remote establishment on the Kis- 
mesia, a high branch of Red-River. Among other rumors, it was 
reported, that le had been concerned in the murder of Morgan, 
and had fled to this distant region a fugitive from justice. Remote 
as he was, the rumour reached him. He immediately made ar- 
rangements to return, andshow himself in the midst of his accus- 
ers. Meantime three officers, appointed by the authorities of New 
York, had repaired all the way to Kiamesia to arrest him. Arrived 
at the Cantonment, they required the aid of Captain Hyde, the 
commander, a gentleman whom we formerly had the honour to 
know, in order to arrest Colonel King. He refused the required 
aid, though otherwise offering them permission to examine lis 
store. Atthat place they were informed that he had started for 
New-York. They made the best of their way in the same direc- 
tion, and the parties accomplished this wild goose chase of almost 
4000 miles, in nearly the same time. Itis easy to conjecture the 
feelings of the slanderers of Colonel King, at finding him, fearless 
and erect, in the midst of them. Captain Hyde was ordered to 
New-York on arrest for refusing his aid for the apprehension of 
Colonel King. We pass over all the subsequent trials of Bruce ; 
and trials of varicus persons for libel and slander, that have grown 
out ofthis business. We have intended only to touch upon a few 
of the prominent facts, in this interminable history of plot and 
counter-plot. We should as soon have thought of making upa 
volume of cases and reports, as going into all the legal details of 
this strange business. 


A general crusade had commenced against masonry, of which 
the following, extracted from Mr. 8. Southwick’s paper, the oracle 
of the anti-masons, may be considered the watch word. 

‘© Anti-masonry sprung from the throne of God, and under his 
Almighty wings, it will conquer ‘* Hell’s master piece,” and re- 
deem our country from vile slavery and galling chains—from eter- 
nal disgrace, from everlasting ruin and degradation. ‘The man 
who hesitates to support such a cause, stabs his country and dis- 
honours his Creator. Let nosuch man be trusted--let him live 
neglected and die unpittied and despised, and let no monument 
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tell his name or point to the spot where ‘ his recreant ashes pol- 
lute the soil that gave him birth.’ ” 

It spread more or less extensively, into all the states. It de- 
nounced first the system, and then the men, as unfit for any office, 
and unworthy of any countenance. It not only denounced the men 
but denounced those who would not denounce them. For some, of 
the old charges of Abbe Barruel and Robison were resuscitated and 
brought forward. Others were told that every thing secret was 
wrong. Others were taught that the principles inculcated were 
those ofdeism. Still, for others, it was denounced as despotic in 
tendency, absolving men from obedience to the laws, and incul- 
cating instead a blind and implicit deference to the decrees of the 
lodge. ‘The mischeivous and stupid abduction of Morgan was the 
foundation and topstone of the theme, and a legitimate proof of 
its tendency. Anti-masonic committees were organized, one of 
whose specific and avowed functions was, to oppose all candidates 
that were not anti-masons. We omit for obvious reasons, one 
very striking example of the political use made of masonry and 
the anti-masonic excitement. about which much was said in the 
papers at the time. The chief magistrate of the Uuited States 
ought never to condescend to reply in the shibboleth of any party 
to the impertinent queries of any one ; and Mr. Adams’ charge to 
his New-York correspondent, not to make his letter public, would 
seem to imply, that he had not studied the case of him, who, when 
charged to tell no man, straightway went his way, and the more 
vehemently proclaimed what was done, through all the country. 

It soon became an instrument in the hand of some of the spir- 
itual guides ; and ministers were denounced to their people, and 
members of churches to spiritual censure, for being masons. Anti- 
masonic meetings and societies have had their orators, and in Cam, 
bridge, Massachusetts, no less a man than Dr. Waterhouse has 
been selected for orator. In some instances, when the pursuit has 
been too hotly urged, there hasbeen a revulsion, and a reaction; 
and we trust, thatthe excitement, having lost the original pungen- 
cy and zest of its influence, will soon pali upon the public ear, and 
this much vexed and discussed institution return to its original 
standing in the public estimation. 

We should not have trespassed so long upon the patience of our 
readers, in spinning the thread of this narrative to such a length, 
had we not deemed that the history is fraught with instruction 
upon a point most vital to the stability of those institutions which 
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are the pride and glory of us all. We proudly talk of our illumin- 
ation and march of mind., We speak of the; disgraceful illusion, 
recorded in history, of which some account is given in the book 
before us, as things which belonged to a former age, and; could 
never be re-enacted in ours. Here is a proofand a palpable one, 
that the public mind, when a fair pretence has first beenZoffered, 
can be played upon as effectually, and that men are in fact as 
guilbile now as they were in the times of the meal-tub plot, or 
witch time. ‘This ought to inspire present vigilance and caution. 


Another inference, as ministers say in‘a sermon, is, that of all the 
arts of demagogues, the most disgusting, and that which ought 
readiest to consign them to infamy, is this"of playing upon the 
virtuous feelings and credulity of the people, in turning these pop- 
ular delusions to the purposes of their own personal and political 
advancement. A candidate for any office of honor and_emolu- 
ment, depending on the popular suffrage, may, prehaps, be allow- 
ed to caress the children of their constituents, and, pronounce them 
the most beautiful little creatures that were ever seen. 

He may insinuate, that the mother is pretty, knowing and good. 
He may talk with thego0o0d man about crops, ‘pigs, and the price 
of pork, and flour, with such knowledge of the subjects, ashe may 
possess. He may hint, so that itis done dextrously, that his com- 
petitor isa noodle, a rogue anda defaulter. He may practice all 
the little arts of what, we here call feeding the’subject of the gull- 
trap with soft corn. Allthese are fair and hackneyed arts con- 
secrated from all guilt by use, time out of mind. Whiskey and 
loans are more questionable expedients. Ogling, and walking arm 
in arm, and taking the voter aside from-the crowd for private 
confab, approach the confines of intrigue; and the promise of an 
office, conditioned upon success, is clearly ‘‘ bargain and corrup- 
tion.” The west country fashion of treating the voters from a wash 
tub of whiskey toddy, in which the brown sugar is stirred in by 
the candidate, who takes off his stockings and shoes and operates, 
as the feet of the vintagers do in France, when they mash the 
grapes, and who hands off the political beverage*to the voters in 
his shoe, may be tolerated, from its show of originality and of 
the “‘free and easy.” Itis usage, not%wholly disallowed, for the 
candidate to ride arace ona Kentucky ‘chunk,’ for the amuse- 
ment of the spectators, or run a foot race with the best man, other- 
wise the best boxer in thecompany. A stump isthe time-honored 
pulpit of all political aspirants in the west. ‘These and riding the 
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canvassing circuit, and changing opinions, moral, political and re- 
ligious, a hundred times in‘’a day, to’ accommodate the party to his 
company, and seven hundred other choice arts, known to the 
sport, afford a very pretty and copious choice, in, the selection and 
the right application of which, the, aspirant shows his tact and his 
skill, and his cleverness; {and they are all white-washed by com- 
mon tolerance into innocence. But there are others, that are clearly 
questionable; and we have seenSthem in some instances too gross to 
be swallowed even by voters of the most enlarged delutition. For 
instance, we saw a candidate, known to be a derider of religion, 
sitting at a camp preaching among the ministers, and ever and 
anon uttering a dismal groan,as if seized with a cholic pang, and a 
face of the most elongated and rueful sanctity. Candidates, how- 
ever ungodly at other times, are sure to have religious concern come 
over them about the time of a camp meeting. 

We feel reluctant to enlarge upon a theme so hateful, and the 
rovulting details of which are so well known tousall. There is no 
point of information that has made so little progress among the peo- 
ple at large as information, what deportment in aspirants for their 
favour, is becoming and respectable.“ One would think that the 
head _must indeed be of wood that could not instantly penetrate 
the palpable contempt for the poople, that is thinly veiled in all 
these miserable and unworthy expedients. Never does a candidate 
so loudly manifest his conviction, that the people are asses, as when, 
though at other times, an atheist, he groans at a camp-meeting ; 
and at other times, select and aristocratic in his habits, when he all 
at once becomes the man of the people, at the eve of an election. 
To seize the popular .delusion of a meal-tub plot, witchcraft, or 
masonry, towork into the designs of ambition, ought to be stigma- 
tized in terms of the most pointed indignation. 

The time will,and the time must come, or our] institutions will 
not remotely descend tu posterity, when enough of the controling 
minds of the community shall possess just estimates, of true dignity 
and worth and uprightness, and tact to discriminate, what is res- 
pectful deportment in candidates, to blast with the scorching light- 
ning stroke of virtuous indignation, all these vile arts, similar to 
those with which rakes woo prostitutes, all these arts which declare 
that they who use them despise the people, and consider them of no 
other use than to be gulled togive their votes, and like docile ele- 
phants, to be coaxed on their knees, that these aspirants may erect 
their castles on their back, and ride them to their purposes. No 
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man was ever worthy of the suffrages of the people,who would take 
these methods to gainthem. No man, who had any right notions 
of dignity and self respect, would stoop to these measures for any 
boon which ambition could covet, or the people bestow. Nothing 
ought so directly to excite the suspicions of the people, as to dis- 
cern these incipient efforts to fawn upon them. 





FAREWELL SERMON, 
Preachefl at Harpersfield, Delaware county, June 21, 1829, 
BY REV. STEPHEN FENN, A.M. 


John 10, 32. Jesus said unto them, many good works have I shewed 
you from my Father—for which of these works do ye stone me? 





These are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘They are a reply 
to the Jews, for their unkindness and cruelty towards him, in ston- 
ing him. Our Lord was at Jerusalem, at the feast of the dedica- 
tion in the winter, and as he walked in Solomon’s Porch, the Jews 
came round about him and began to interrogate him. How long 
dost thou make us to doubt? Ifthou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
Jesus answered them, I have told you, and ye believed not; the 
works that Ido in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.— 
Mark--** But ye believed not, because ye are not of my sheep, as 
Isaid unto you. My sheep hear my voice, andI know them, and 
they follow me: And 1 give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my Fath- 
er’s hand. My Father, which gave them to me, is greater than all; 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 1 andmy 
Father are one.” 

It was for preaching these plain and essential doctrines of the 
cross, that the Jews again took up stones to stone him. When Jesus 
saw them with their stones ready to cast at him, he spake to them 
in the words of our text:--‘‘ Many good works have I shewed 
you from my Father; for which of these works do ye stone me?” 
He wished to know for which of the many good works he had done 
among them, during the whole time he had preached and laboured 
among them, they were now going to stone him. 

Now hear the answer which the Jews made tothe iniquity of 
our Lord: Fora good work we stone thee not, (wiped themselves 
with a single stroke fromall blame,) but for blasphemy; because 
that thou being a man makest thyself God. The Jews then, and 
80 it is now, have no more belief in the deity of Jesus Christ, then 
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the modern Arians among us have. The Jews denied that they 
stoned Christ for a good work, and at once charged him with being 
guilty of the most atrocious crimes— and they lied every word they 
spoke. I ask the Jews, and all other persons, to lay their finger 
on a single evil act that ever Christ did; all their accusations against 
kim were groundless; and it must have been for a good. work that 
they stoned him, for their was not an evil work to be found in him. 

The Jews were not willing that the truth should appear; for if it 
should be brought out to view, in all its length and breadth, it 
would throw a weight of odium upon them,which they would be illy 
able to sustain; andif they could so mancuvre as to cast all the 
fault upon Christ, then all their wicked and cruel{ dealings with him 
would pass well with the world. 

In the providence of God, my labours here, as a minister of the 
gospel, are brought to a close. I have preached in this place for 
thirty-six years.--When I first came to this town, it was a mere wil- 
derness,in both a natural and amoral sense. There were but few 
inhabitants, and they in low and pennyless circumstances—able to 
do but very little for the support of society. In a great proportion 
there was a willing mind to do, but manifestly a great want of 
ability. 

There are but three men now living in this town, who belonged 
to this society when I first began to labour here as a herald of the 
cross of Christ, though some more became inhabitants before my 
ordination, who are now actually living here. Al)most all who then 
composed this society, are now either housed in the silent grave, 
or have moved to some other place. 

The’ society has almost changed its inhabitants three times since 
I commenced my ministry here. Great changes have taken place 
in this society; like all other places we have often times been vis- 
ited with death; the congregation of the dead has been swelling ev- 
ery year; many of our near and dear friends sleep in the dust; 
their memory is dear and precious to us, but their society we nev- 
ercan enjoy any more here on earth. ‘There have been two hun- 
dred and ninety-five deaths in this society, including all ages.— 
This account is not designed to embrace other denominations in 
this town; it is confined wholly to your society. 

In the discharge of my ministerial functions, Ihave often been 
called to administer the ordinance of baptism. Sometimes it has 
been difficult for me certainly to determine who were the proper 
subjects of the ordinance; and it is by no means improbable that I 
may have often erred in this important part of my duty. But I have 
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this for my consolation, that my errors were those of judgment, 
and not of will or design. I have performed seven hundred and 
thirteen baptisms, not all in this church,but in this and the churches 
around. Quite a number to whom I have administered baptism, 
are now in the eternal world, giving up an account to God, and 
receiving according to the deeds done in the flesh. 

I have performed three hundred and sixty-seven marriages, in 
this town and vicinity. Ina few instances I have married the same 
person twice ; and a very considerable number of those whom I 
have married, have had their days numbered and finished, and are 
called out of time to the bar of God. The path of life, as we are 
passing along through it, is chequered with a great variety of in- 
cidents, directly calculated in their very nature to remind us of our 
dependence and accountability. 

When | first settled in this place it was in its infancy. People 
had not yet gotten their farms so cultivated as to more than barely 
support their own families, with all the economy they could use ; 
they had little or nothing to spare to support the gospel. My sal- 
ary is well known to you all, has ever been nominally small; and 
the manner in which it has heen collected; taking the years on an 
average, has been reduced one quarter in its value—at best, if it 
had been punctually paid, it fell far short of being a competent 
support for my family. When the society had fallen in debt and it 
was found extremely difficult to raise money to pay the arrearages, 
the whole burden resting upon a few, and many of them not the 
most able, I have repeatedly given off large sums of my salary, and 
trusted to Providence for my support. I have had to flee to the 
fields and labour hard for my subsistence, rather than burden the 
people. Having been constrained to flee to the fields, has been a 
course highly injurious to me, to my proficiency in knowledge, and 
to the discharge of the duties of my office amongthe people. A 
minister cannot be driven to the field to earn his living, and at the 
same time be in his study, furnishing his mind with useful knowl- 
edge, searching the scriptures to make preparation for the solemn 
duties of the sanctuary. If a minister is constrained to flee to 
the field, it not only makes him a lean preacher, but it makes his 
hearers a lean people. They fail of that knowledge which they 
might receive on the Sabbath,and they of those weekly visits which 
not only secure and maintain friendship between minister and peo- 
ple, but those visits likewise which contribute much to keep relig- 
ion alive, when they are rightly improved. A people must first 
place a minister in comfortable worldly circumstances, and then 
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if he does not faithfully and punctually perform the duties of his 
office, he must be without excuse, and the people may in such cir- 
cumstances with propriety find fault. 

During the whole of my straightened circumstances, and my in- 
competent support; let my worldly concerns be ever so crowding, I 
have ever been ready and prompt to attend all calls, in case of sick- 
ness, funerals, &c. within my own parish. Not a case can be found 
among my own people, where I have ever refused, or even mani- 
fested the least unwillingness to attend a single call. This is well 
know1 to all who have had occasion for my ministerial services. 

But my ministerial labours in the week time have not been con- 
fined to my own parish. Besides attending two stated sessions of 
the presbytery every year, ordinations, councils, &c. which have 
often led me many miles from home, I have hai! many calls abroad 
to attend funerals, lectures, &c. I have been thirty miles to attend 
a funeral, several different times, and in the several distances 
short of thirty miles, I have had a vast many calls to preach and 
attend funerals, and have in every instance attended out of my 
parish, when called upon, unless prevented by sickness or some 
providence which was utterly beyond my controul. Attention to 
those repeated calls from abroad, has rendered my life extremely 
laborious, and has consumed a very considerable portion of my 
time, which otherwise might have been spent in my study, or in 
profitable visits among my people. This consideration, together 
with others which: might be mentioned, ought to do much to sat- 
isty the minds of those who have been too ready to find fault 
that I have not spent that portion of time in visiting from nouse to 
house, which a ministe: ought. 

When I settled here, there was a small Presbyterian church col- 
lected here consisting of about twenty members, and the state of 
piety was extremely low; there was hardly a praying family to be 
found. ‘Those who had a desire to profess religion, being mostly 
NewEngland people, did not feel a freedom to unite with the 
church in its then present form. ‘They had been educated in 
congregational principles, and they preferred that kind of church 
government. I was ordained in January, 1794. 

Some wished to retain the Presbyterian form: and some, and a 
majority too of those who were professors, wished to change the 
form of church government. Accordingly, on the third of May, 
1798, all the members, both male and female, met, and after an ex- 
amination of their views of gospel doctrine and practice, were 
pronounced a church of Christ, agreeable to the rules of the North. 
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ern Associated Presbytery, and the church has continued on this 
foundation ever since. 

We have had four awakenings, and seasons of special revival in 
religion, since I commmenced my ministry here. As fruits of 
these blessed seasons of grace, a goodly number has hopefully been 
brought into the kingdom of Christ. I have received three hun- 
ered and six into the church here since it was organized upon its 
present establishment. Some of this number have been received 
on letters from otlier churches in fellowship with us; but almost the 
whole have been received from the world on their profession.— 
There have been great removals by death, by changing their places 
of residence from this town to other parts of the country, and by 
excommunication. 1 cannot now accurately state the largest num- 
ber of which this church has consisted at one particular time ; 
twenty-nine is the largest number which has ever been received 
into fellowship in one day.—At several different times there have 
been quite a large number of youths who were professors; at the 
present time, there are but few belonging to the church who are 
in single life. The present number of the church is one hundred 
and twenty-two: a number of these, by reason of age, infirmities, 
living at a distance from the house of God, and other causes which 
it is not necessary to mention, have attended with the church but 
very little, if any, for several years. ‘The ranks of the church are 
every year thinning by removals;and there are none coming forward 
to fill their places. A general deadness as to spiritual things has for 
a long time been found in this place, and the greatest evil of all, 
which attends this state of things is, people are willing to have it so: 
they appear to manifest no wish that the state of things in a moral 
view should be changed. 


My Preaching, as far as I understand the system, has been 
trully Calvinistic. Lappeal to you all, whether you have ever 
found me a man-pleaser: Have I ever shrunk from declaring the- 
truth even in the most trying times? Though a minister has so 
many trying temptations arising from the world, and the desire 
to retain the friendship of the unrenewed part ofhis audience, not 
to be found faithful, not to crowd truth upon the conscience, in 
all its length and breath, lest it should give offence; yet can you 
mention an instance in which [ have shrunk from my duty? Though 
the friendship of all persons,of every class of hearers,of even the im- 
penitent, is so desirable to a minister who has an earnest to desire 
to live in peace with all men, and to even seek the things which 
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make for peace, yet witness against me if you can, the time 
or place when I[ evershrunk from the full declaration of God’s 
word, because I feared that it wouldarm the resentment of the 
ungodly against me. With the sword of the divine law at my 
back, and the awful judgment of the great day when I must give 
up an account of my stewardship before me, I dared not keep 
back any part of divine truth. I think I have realized in some 
measure the worth of the souls of my hearers ; and I have en- 
deavoured so to preach as to save my soul and those that 
heard me. 

Have I ever caused the gospel trumpet to give an uncertain 
sound? Have not I ever put a difference between the clean and 
the unclean? And have I not ever pointed out the difference be- 
tween the holy andthe profane? Have you ever known me to 
talk alike to saint and sinner? Witness against me if you can, 
when I ever cried peace, peace when their was no peace. Have 
not I, in the most moving and affectionate terms, intreated sinners 
in Christ’s stead to become reconciled to God? Have not I fol- 
lowed him from Sabbath, to Sabbath, withthe most earnest in- 
treaties to become reconciled to God while the door is open? Have 
not I showed the sinneron gospel ground that there is no hope 
for him? 

[appeal to the whole church if 1 ever refused to administer the 
ordinances of the proper gospel to any who are the subjects of 
them. Have not | ever manifested the utmost readiness to feed 
the sheep and to feed the lambs of the flock with the sincere milk 
of the word of divine truth, and to administer the ordinances to 
them for their quickening, for their comfort, and for the confirma- 
tion of their faith? 

As purity is necessary tothe peace and prosperity and growth 
of the church, and to its honour and respectability in the world, 
have not [ in every instance when their was a call for it, urged 
upon the church their duty, and pointed out to them the spirit 
with which discipline must be exercised, that the desired end may 
be effected, that the ofiender may be reclaimed, and God’s name 
be glorified? Have I ever manifested the least disposition to screen 
any one from discipline who in the judgment of the church, was 
deserving it? Have not I often pressed discipline upon the 
church, when I could get none to undertake it ?—has not the church 
often bled at every pore through the neglect of its members towards 
offenders? If the moral health of the church is not kept good, it wil] 

Sig. 27 








210 THE AMARANTH ; [Oct. 


certainly languish and die; a tree, or vine, that it may be made 
fruitful, must be kept well pruned. 
[ appeal to every one, if | have not, during the whole of my 
ministry here made it my business te press the punctual and the 
faithful performance of duty upon every one? Have not J, in times 
more than I can reckon up, called your attention to the solemn and 
important duty of family prayer—of the sanctification of the 
Sabbath—of public worsbip in the sanctuary—of closet duties——of 
separation from the world in your life and conversation—-and of 
a close and humble walk with God? Have not I always told you 
that the best way to carry conviction to the consciences of those 
around of the holiness of your hearts, was to evidence it in your 
life and conversation? You must in all things walk according 
to the rules of God’s word, if you would rightly support the chris- 
tian character. ) 
Whenever a_ person has been sick, and I have been called up- 
on to visit him, I have invariably attended—not an instance to the 
contrary can he found; and Lhave commonly made it my rule of 
procedure, when I have heard of any one within the congrega- 
tion that was sick, dangerously sick, to improve the first opportuni- 
ty to visit him, though I have not been requested to do it. When 
a sick person has at any time desired the prayers of the church and i 
congregation, | do not recollect a single instance that | have {fail- ! 
ed to visit him, and to pray with him, and impart such instruction 
as his case required, and he was capable of receiving. 
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I had the peculiar happiness of living in peace with all my 
neighbours;! have never had a quarrel or controversy with one of 
them. If we did not at all times agree in all things, yet the mat- 
ter was at all times so disposed of as to prevent a rupture, and 1 
believe we were saved from any wrong feelings towards each 
other. 

In the course of my ministry here, | have had many things to 
encounter that have been exceedingly trying to my feelings, but 
never, according to my recollection, have I in a single instance 
been so thrown off my guard by any opposition which | have re- 
ceived, as to be enkindled into a passion. God has mercifully pre- 
served me from anger, and has kept me from railing and provoking 
language; and in all my intercourse with my fellow men, I have 
endeavoured to seek the things which make for peace. 

I have known what it is to be afflicted. Here have | buried the 
wife of my youth—a woman endeared to me by every tender ; 
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tie; she was endeared to her family—toa large circle of christian 
friends, and she died inthe full faith ofthe gospel. Here I expect 
soon to bury my present wife; she is now apparently in the last 
agonies of life, and only awaits the call ofher dear Lord and Mas- 
ter to depart, and to be with him, which is far better than to be 
here. Will the Lord prepare my heart for a repetition of such sore 
trials. 

I have spent all the prime of life, and the best part of my days 
in this place. Thirty-six years have I preached to you the great 
things of the kingdom of Christ. I am now passed my siaxlieth 
year;my usefulness cannot any where be continued but a little 
while longer, if my life should be lengthened out. I have been 
with you in days of prosperity, and in days of adversity. I have 
seen and enjoyed good days, amidst many trials and crosses, and 
I think I have reason to bless God for all the way he has led me in 
life. 

[thought to have spent the remaining part of my days here 
with you in the ministry, but God in his holy providence has or- 
dered otherwise. The spirit of anti-masonry rose here at the very 
time most favourable for its rapid growth. Religion was at a very 
low ebb, and the mind was in a right state to receive just such a 
kind of spirit, and to blow it upto the highest pitch, and to pros- 
trate every good feeling before it; and we see that this is the very 
course which it has taken. Religion has disappeared on its ap- 
proach. The tunnel of anti-masonry grew hotter and hotter, and 
there was no alternative left for me, only to be overpowered by 
its exterminating spirit, or to flee before it. And as several had al- 
ready taken a decided stand, and declared that they would not 
pay me any salary, because I was guilty of the crime of being a 
mason, I thought that wisdom, personal safety, and peace within 
my own breast, required that [should retire from my pastoral 
charge; and hence it was that [ deliberately asked for my dismis- 
sion. I was persuaded that my friends would not wish me to 
continue in such a situation, exposed to such an intolerant spirit, 
which prostrates all before it, levels all distinctions in the character 
of men;paralyzes every religious feeling; divides families, societies, 
churches, counties and states; alienates the most intimate friends; 
declares that every one that will not come into its measures, shall 
be prohibited holding any office of any grade in either state or 
church; and declares that it will not give over its persecutions un- 
til every mason, and every upholder and supporter of masonry, 
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shall be hurled from his office, and they snugly placed in his room. 
Jacobinism in France, in the ‘days of Robespierre, was not so 
deadly in its influence as the spirit of anti-masonry. 

If a man does not attend a lodge for ten or fifteen years, and 
has made up his mind on good and sufficient reasons not to at- 
tend any more, this does not in the least shield him from the dead- 
ly, persecuting hand which is raised against him. Anti-masons will 
have no neuters; every one shall come over to the standard which 
they have erected, or feel the utmost,extent of their persecuting 
rage. 
t/Travelover the whole western section of the state where [this . 
anti-masonic spirit has spread with its wasting influence and exter- 
minating rage, and you will see nothing but a moral desolation.— 

Every thing is as completely in a moral waste, as the Island of Scio 

was in a natural waste, after it had felt the barbarous, r ruthless hand ) 
of the blood thirsty and insatiable Turk. At the west you will see 
churches, which were but a few years since prosperous and in 

peace, and walking hand inhand in the duties and ordinances 

of the gospel, now divided: refusing to fellowship one another 

as christians; filled withthe uttermost bitterness one towards the 

other, and the stated ministrations of the gospel, driven away from 

them; societies in ruins, and the morals of the people rapidly return- 

ing to a mere heathenish degradation, Let this spirit continue 

to rage, and our world will be an alceldema, a field of blood; fon y 
all the depraved passions of the human heart are enlisted in the pro- 

motion of this fell, destroying manna. 

If | have any spirit of discernment, from the state of things in 
this society and church, I see a dreadful weight of wo and ruin 
connected with this anti-masonic spirit, in relation to this people. 

T already seem to see the seeds of dissolution and final ruin taking 
deep root. ‘The church and society which have been prosperous 
for more than thirty?years, already {tremble and pant for exis- 
tence. I look on the people, to whom I have so long administer- 
ed, with decp,interest., I tremble for their welfare and exis- 
tence. I am filled withthe most sensible emotions‘at the threat- 
ening prospect before you. I have,a more ardent desire for your 
peacejand prosperity.+,I have, as an ambassador of Christ, ad- 
ministered’ to you for many years; and now to see such a cloud 
hanging over you fraught with such dreadful evils and charged 
with such exterminating appearances, is distressing indeed. I hope 
my fears towards you will not be realized; that God in infinite 
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mercywill avert the storm which hangs over you, and gathers 
blackness every moment. If he does notin his rich grace inter- 
fere, you are a ruined people, past alf hopes of a recovery. If a 
different spirit isnot manifested, from what bas been for several 
months past. I fear your destruction is sealed. 

I make no doubt that some, at least, who have engaged in this 
anti-masonic excitement are sincere. They think that the exigen- 
cy of the timescall for the most serious exertions. But their 
sincerity in the thing does not justify the measure atall. Saul of 
Tarsus verily thought within himself that he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, which things he 
actually did in persecuting and committing to prison and to 
death the innocent followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.—He was 
very sincere in his malicious attack on christianity.—He after 
wards acknowledged that his sincerity was no justification of his 
conduct in persecuting the church of Christ. People may be sinceer 
in a wrong measure as well as ina right. 

As | have now barely, in a briefmanner, brought into view 
some of the good works which I have shown you from my heavenly 
Father, and whichI have actually done among you; and have 
touched upon the only thing which has brought my ministerial 
labours to a close with you, I shall now, after offering up my ear- 
nest prayer for your best peace and prospetity, take my affectionate 
leave of you; veiily believing, that every thing respecting my 
ministry here, both in relation to you and myself, will be review- 
ed at the judgment day. Consequences, as eventful as eternity, 
stand connected with the relation which subsists between minister 
and people. I must give an account how and what I have preach- 
ed, and you must give an account how you have heard, and how 
you have practised. Wishing you much of the divine presence 
and enlarged measures of the influence of the holy spirit,I now take 
an affectionate leave of you—farewell—_AMEN. 
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POLITICAL ANTI-MASONRY. 





WE understand that the “ Suffolk Anti-Masonic Committee”’ are 
unwearied in their efforts to prolong the existence of that infa- 
mous party, to which, as a dernier resort, the worthless and dis- 
carded of all parties have attached themselves. It is unnecessary 
for us to say that we refer to the demoralizing faction who are 
arrayed against the Masonic Institution—-against the personal and 
constitutional rights of a large and worthy portion of the community— 
against the peace of society and individual happiness. However honest 
this committee may be in their opinions; however honorable in their 
intentions, (and we are willing to believe that they are all honest and 
honorable men,) they will learn that their opinions are predicated on 
false premises ; that their purposes, had they the power to carry them 
into effect, would be productive of the most dangerous and appalling 
consequences; that they would sever in twain the ligaments that give 
to civilized society, a supremacy over the unlettered and unsocial savage 
tribes of our own forests: that they would revert the order of govern- 
ment, and convert our fair system of republicanism into a perfect 
system of anarchy and discord; that the object they are zealous to 
obtain, tends directly to the subversion of the principles on which our 
inestimable bill of rights is based, and on which all our free institutions 
are prea:cated. 

If all men ate created equal ; if they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights ; if among these rights are liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, in what light shall we regard a combination of 
men, (of doubtful motives and unstable principles,) whose avowed 
object it is to wrest these rights from the hands of the members of an 
extensive and ancient institution, whose principles are as pure and patri- 
otic as the genius of man could make them ? Can we regard them in 
any other light than as enemies to ‘‘equal rights’’; than as dan- 
gerous to our government, to our free institutions? Can we assign to 
them a more enviable rank than that assigned by public opinion to 
aspiring political disorganizers? That the gentlemen who compose 
the ‘** Suffolk Anti-Masonic Committee’? would knowingly lend their aid 
and influence to effect a revolution like this, we are unwilling to 
believe ; yet, ifthe anti-masonic party in this country, should prove 
successful in their object, they would effect the political disfranchisement 
of between two and three hundred thousand freemen! That they would 
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stop short of this, we do not believe ; but that this is the goal for which 
they have started, in their Gilpin race, we have indubitable evidence. 
Masons have already been disfranchised. In a neighboring state, 
many of them who have held placesof public trust for years, and have 
discharged their duties with ability, and to the perfect satisfaction of 
their constituents, have been removed for no other cause than that they 
were members of the Masonic Institution! and political demagogues, 
with no other qualification than the talismanic recommendation of the 
potent term anti-mason, have been elected to fill their places! Even in 
our own state have Masons been excluded from office and the jury box! 
Our citizens have been called upon, through the public press, to meet 
and put down the Masons at the ballot box! How far they will obey this 
call—in what estimation they hold the motives and principles of the 
men who thus call upon them—future events will determine. 

This subject is of the deepest interest and importaace to every citizen. 
Permit the anti-masonic party as they are called, (though they care no 
more about the principles of Masonry, than they do about the princi- 
ples of Religion,) to carry their point against the Masonic Institution, 
and you have no security for the permanence of any institution in the 
country—-unless we except the halls of science, or infidelity, that may 
hereafter be erected on the ruins of our churches. The daring and un- 
righteous attempt now making by a combination of reckless fanatics 
and brainless tools, to wrest from a portion of citizens, at least as in- 
telligent, virtuous and patriotic, as any other class of men, the political 
rights and immunities, guaranteed alike to every idividual of our com- 
mon country, by our constitution, by the sacred charter of our liber- 
ties, solely because they will not servilcly bow to the proseriptive man- 
dates of ignorance and delusion, should, therefore, meet with the in- 
dignant frowns and execrations of honorable men, of all parties and de- 
nominations. As we remarked on another occasion, an attempt to de- 
prive any class of citizens of their political rights, is directly opposed to 
the spirit and intent of our free Instiiutions, and tends immediately to 
their subversion ; to the overthrow of our republican form of govern- 
ment. The baseness of such a design can only be equalled by the 
moral depravity of the men with whom it has its origin. It could only 
have had its conception in the most depraved and licentious minds; and 
it can draw its sustenance only from the most polluted and dangerous 
of fountains ; from the worst passions of the human heart. Fed ona 
diet so unwholesome, and opposed by the inflexible virtue of an intelli- 
gent people, its existence must be limited.— But if such a principle be 
tolerated, even by the passiveness of the disinterested in the present ex- 
citement, no limits can be assigned to its consequences; no end to its 
effects. If uninterrupted in its infernal career, it will not stop at the ac- 
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complishment of a given purpose ; it will spread throughout every de- 
partment of government : it wiil find its way into all our institutions— 
none will be exempt from its influence, none from its curse. The spirit 
of persecution, ignorance and fanaticism, can never be satisfied: it must 
be met and overcome. 

We have been induced to make these remarks at this time, principally 
for the purpose of introducing the following extract of a letter from Mr. 
Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, whose friends had cherished a hope that he 
would consent to serve the district in which he resides, as member of the 
present Congress. A 1espectable committee addressed to Mr. B. the 
solicitation of a numerous meeting, that he would stand as a candidate; 
to which he replies: 

** But admitting the preference which the mecting and yourselves 
have been so kind as to express in my favour is merited, I cannot with- 
hold the expression of my opinion, that under existing circumstances, it 
would be impreper that my name should be presented to the people. A 
recent occurrence seems to me to indicate the extensive prevalence of a 
feeling as little consistent with the honour, the justice, the peace, or 
the welfare of the country, as with the genius of our mild, benign, and 
free institutions. Men whose character and wealth give them an im- 
posing station in society, have publicly denounced as unworthy of public 
confidence, and dangerous to the community, the members of an associa- 
tion,which for ages has survived the enmity of inquisitions and of tyrants; 
and whose principles have been respected amidst the wildest excesses 
of civil discord, of triumphant party vengeance, and of regal oppression, 
and a solemn appeal is about to be imade to the people of this district to 
' sanction the proscription. Whether the impulse proceeds from public 
duty, the spirit of persecution, or the aspirations of ambition, is not 
for me to say; but if the freedom which is accorded to their subjects 
by the despots of the old world, is to be denied tothe citizens of the 
free republic of the new, if we are to become the victims of proscrip- 
tion, not less ruthless and cruel than unjust and undeserved, it seems to 
me the duty of every man to pause, and seriously inquire, whether 
the sacrifice of Freemasons will appease the angry spirit of the storm, 
which rages around us—what new victims it may require, and how many 
of the civil and religious institutions of the country, may at no distant 
day, be destined to disappear before the ambition of candidates. For 
my part, whether the design or tendency of this new combination is 
properly appreciated or not, my path seems a plain one ; not with my 
own consent to risk the fearful consequences which may possibly ensue 
by my being a candidate. Ifthe people of this powerful and respectable 
district shall think proper to stamp masons and masonry with the seal of 
infamy, I hope it may never be attributable to me or my friends ; and 
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that the responsibility may rest exclusively on those who have com- 
menced the excitemente”’ 


The antimascns in this state are holding County Conventions, and 
choosing delegates to meet in this city the latter part of the present 
month, What they will attempt to effect it is much more difficult to pre- 
dict, than it is to predict what they will accomplish. We are strangely 
aside in our calculation if they do not make themselves appear even 


more ridiculous, (if such a thing be possible,) than they did at the 
meeting in Faneuil Hall. 


LETTER, 


From a gentleman of Auburn, N.Y. to his Brothor in Vermont, 
dated April 20, 1829. 


Dear Broruer,—-Yours of the 1lith inst. was received yes- 
terday and read with pleasure.--This pleasure did not arise, 
however, on account of the sound logic it contained in regard to 
Masonry; but because your communications are always read, as 
coming from a friend who possesses a good heart, and when not 
misled by that bias, prejudice or prepossession, which even wise, 
and sober and discreet men are liable to, possess also a sound 
head. 

Having nothing new at this time to inform you, I should not 
trouble you with a letter again sosoon, were it not that I feel a 
little anxiety to answer some of the arguments you have advanc- 
ed against masonry ; and Ido this, not because I have any regard 
for Masonry, for [ have none: (that is I feel no interest in it, but 
am perfectly willing the institution shoulé go down, and be abol- 
ished.) for | am no Mason nor Mason’s Jack; but to point to you if 
I can, the unsoundness of your arguments, and the unreasonableness 
of proscribing men merely because they are masons. You observe 
towards the last part of your letter, that ‘perhaps I may think by 
this time you areas much a fanatic as—I do indeed perceive from 
the tenure of your remarks, (as I think,) that you are further, 
much further gone than le, and more decidedly and deeply un- 
der the infatuating influence of the Anti-masonic manta.--Compar- 
ing the futile and absurd arguments in your letter, with your in- 
tellect asa man,and your excellent judgment and discernment in 
other matters, one would be led on to conclude that this Anti- 
masonic excitement or delirium, or fanaticism, if you please, had 
assailed the empire of your reason, darkening its vision and 
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weakening its power, when viewing and discussing that subject.-- 
I siiall now endeavor to show wherein your reasoning appears 
in my view to be fallacious: and first in auswer toa remark of 
mine, (to wit) that trom the fact. that “a host of worthies, among 
whom were many pious Gospel min sters, &c. had given the insti- 
tution of masonry their patronage and approbation through 1].fe, 
I did not believe the institution was so bad as was represented,’’-- 
You reply, or rather exultingly ask, whether ‘1 do not believe that 
a host of great men in every age and nation have destroyed not 
oniy their characters and property, bat their lives also, by the in- 
temperate use of ardent spirits? and can you tell others,” (you 
say) “that because great and worthy men have done so, it is justi- 
fiable??? Now this rejoinder of yours is perfectly extraneous and 
dissimilar, and such a conclusion does not follow from the prem'ses 
laid down by me. My doctrine was simply this, to wit, that the 
approbat on of good men was an argument aga nst the charge 
that the principles of the masonic institution are corrupt and 
wicked. ‘This 1 still maintain is correct ; but you immed.ately 
infer from it, that if a great man gets drunk, Intemperance is justi- 
fiable. Now Lask, does sucha result necessarily follow? So far 
from a good man approbating intemperance, that horrible deso- 
ating vice never received the approbation of any person either 
good or bad. Even those depraved unfortunate men, who by the 
indulgence of their appetifes have become chained down by those 
appalling fetters which the force of habit rendered more fatally 
firm than the strength of masonic oaths have invariably reprobated 
such a course and deplored their own folly. 

I recollect in defence of Mr. Adams, ina letter to me last sum- 
mer, you stated that he had the confidence of Jefferson, Madison 
and Monroe, those great statesmen and patriots. Now every 
one must admit, that the approbation of those worthies was a pow- 
erfu) evidence in his favor; and it would require testimony on 
the other side exceedingly strong, to invalidate such evidence and 
show that .hose great nen were mistaken; but I might have replied 
to you with as much propriety as there is in your answer, that 
“many great and worthy men in every age and nation have de- 
stroyed themselves by the intemperate use of ardent spirits?” and 
therefore (on the same principles that the approbation of Jefferson, 
Madison and Monroe, is evidence in favor of Adams,) intemper- 


ance is justifiable. 
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‘* You observe that ‘‘ great pretension is made by the masons 
to charity,” in answer to which you only say “what didst thou give 
that thou didst not receive?—This phrase ‘* what didst thou give, 
&c.” (which you quote from the Bible, and which by the way I 
think is not there as you have quoted it) from its ambiguity,or want 
of application to the subject, I hardly know how to understand. I 
suppose however you mean to be understood by it, or rather the 
words seem to mean, that because we received all our blessings, and 
all we possess from the beneficent hand of God, that therefore it is 
merit, no honor to be kind and chanitable. 

The Apostle Paul in the passage to which I suppose you alluded, 
when you made your quotation, was warning his Corinthian breth- 
rén against being puffed up with pride one above another, on ac- 
count of any gifts or attainments they might possess, for says he, 
‘¢who maketh thee to differ from another, and what hast thou that 
thou didst not receive??? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost 
thou glory as if thou hadst not received. A consideration that we 
receive all our blessings from the hand of God, and a sense of our 
perfect dependence on him, ought indeed to prevent boasting, and 
make'us very humble, as well as penitent and grateful; but it does 
by no means follow that we should withhold a tribute of respect 
and honor from those,who exercise benevolence,kindness and char- 
ity, towards their tellow men. 

If it is @ fuel that the fraternity are charitable, which you seem 
tacitly to admit, then certainly, they are so far entitled to com- 
mendation. 

In another place in your letter, speaking of the observation of a 
mason, respecting boarding with others at the legislature, and that 
they never concerted together, or tried to carry into operation any 
means through the secresy of masonry, you observe, had you been 
there, you would have asked the gentleman ‘“ how it came about, 
if masonry does not interfere with politics, that eleven twe!fihs 
of the legi lature were masons, when the proportion of the popula- 
tion that are freemen are the other way;”' that is,eleven twelfths of 
the freemen who elected them are nof masons. Assuming this to 
be a fact, as you think from your own observation it is. how does 
this show that masonry interferes with politics? Were this the case, 
there would be almost a perfect unanimity. ‘There would be no 
necessity of any concert, to carry a measure. A_ secret concert, 
when they were are all of one mind, would be a palpable absurdity. 
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Perhaps however, you mean to be understood that they concert to- 
gether to procure each other’s election, and are so successful in 
their management as to get a leg slature composed cf eleven tw: Ifits 
masons. ‘The members of the legislature chosen from all the towns 
in the state by a population of freemen, as you say, are eleven 
twellths nol masons. Now I would ask how, in the name of com- 
mon sense, any plot or concert could be applied, should it even be 
attempted? I think I can state one circumstance, one stubborn 
fact, which has also come under your observation, that proves in 
contestibly that the institution of masonry has never attempted to 
interfere in political subjects. 

The great leading interests and the political parties which have 
divided people since the declaration of independence, to wit :— 
Wigs and Tories, Federalists and Republicans, Clintonians and 
Bucktails, Jacksonites and Adamsites,have invariably found masons 
as much on one side as the other; and Freemasons have been as 
much divided and politically opposed to each other as other men.— 
This circumstance, which all know to be a fact, ought to silence, 
forever, the charge, that masons, as an association, even undertake 
to control political measures; and, if so great a proportion of» our 
representatives have been masons, it is on account of the character 
and reputation they sustain as honest and capable men, and not 
because they are wheedled into office by the concerted plots and in- 
trigues of masonry. Let us take another view of the subject: If 
eleven twelfths of the legislative members are masons, there is no 
doubt but a great majority have been masons for a long time past, 
and indeed ever since the state of Vermont was a government ; 
and it is also very probable that a good majority of the govern- 
ments of other states, likewise the general government and the 
framers of the constitution were masons. It is certain that Frank- 
lin, Jefferson, Lafayette and Washington were masons. If your 
statement should prove any where near correct, there is no possi- 
ble doubt that both the general and state governments have been 
full and completely in the hands of I'reemasons, ever since the de- 
claration of independence. Now what does this fact speak? Let 
the happy people of Vermont tell. Let the prosperity and inde- 
pendence of our common country, which is the asylum for the op- 
pressed of all nations and is the envy and astonishment of all the 
governments of Europe—let the freedom and equel rights we pos- 
sess which were never so well understood and enjoyed by any 
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people under Heayen—Let the honor of our nat’en which stands 
with pre-eminent dignity above every other nation in the wor'd; 
Isay let these declare whether our government has been wickedly 
or wis ly administered. 

It would not be in the power of the warmest triend and advo- 
cate of masonry, to pronounce a grealer encomium upon the prin- 
c ples of that institution than you have exh bited by the statement 
of facts which you have considered as proof of intrigue and cor- 
ruption. Admitting that the wheels of government (which I say ie 
inadisissible) have been moved and controlled by a masonic combi- 
nation, what a mighty and fearful revolution would it occasion, 
should the anti-masonic measure of proscription prevail. It would 
exterminate with one fell swoop that patriotic host of statesmen who 
hold, and have heretofore held the reigns of government, and place 
the administration entirely m new and untried hands. You say 
you have had your doubts about using anti-masonry with politics 
and have stated that men and masons ought to stand or fall upon 
their cwn separate merits, but froma more thorough investigation 
of the subject you have changed your opinion, and then go on to 
say, ‘if we believe the institution a bad one, it is our duty to take the 
most effectual measures to overihrow it.” What these measures 
are you have not--but I stated suppose you mean, by ‘ using anti- 
masonry with politics,” and by your stating that masonic oaths ‘‘are 
not morally, religiously, nor legally hinding;”’ to exclude from office 
all masons, except those seceders who denounce the institution as 
corrupt and wicked, We ought not to take any unjust measures 
to overthrow even a wicked institution, this would be like those 
who do evil that good may come, whore damnation is just. Now 
Iet me ask would not such a course be unjust’——It seems from your 
phrase ‘‘ effectual means to destroy a bad institution,” that you 
was yourself somewhat aware that such a course would be subject- 
ed to the imputation of injust.ce, and therefore you justify or excuse 
it, from the necess ty of the case and the importance of the object 
to be accomp.ished, that is to overthrow a corrupt institution. If 
public opinion require that masons should cease their meetings for 
the future, be it so; but to disfranchise a man like a convicted felon, 
from the privileges of a freeman, from holding any office of honor 
or trust, because he has been so unfortunate as to unite himself with 
the masonic institution when it was popular and considered moral 
and religious, is in my opinion the height of injustice. 
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Perhaps you may reply in answer to this, then let them ‘ come 
out and declare it a wicked institution and flee from the tottering 
fabrick.” Let them not only renounce, but denounce it as corrupt 
and wicked, and come out from among them ‘that they partake 
not of their plagues.” In answer to this, permit me to say, that 
I believe no decent man, who has any respect for himself, or de- 
serves any fromm others, will ever consent to come forward and pub- 
licly denounce that society as diabolical of which he has been an 
active or approving member. Such an acknowledgment would be 
not only a confession of wickedness and folly in himself, but if he 
could satisfy, and make a compromise with his own conscience, 
would subject him (by many at least) to the imputation of perjury. 
There are few if any but would think more meanly of a man from 
such a course,and any honorable man would undergo political immo- 
lation upon the exterminating altar of anti-masonic vengeance, be- 
fore he would do an act so riliculons. 

I do not think but there are men of talents and integrity enough, 
exclusive of masons, to administer the affairs of government, in all 
its departments, Legislative, Executive and Judiciary ; but I do 
believe that such a proscription would deprive the public of the ser- 
vices of many good men. Howmany men even of your own ac- 
quaintance are there, who are masons whom you cannot recognize 
as good men, public spirited men, good members of society, good 
neighbors, good husbands and fathers and brothers; and kind, ob- 
liging and courteous in all the social interchanges ef life? Does 
not justice require the persons and characters of such should be 
treated with respect and deference? But instead of this, you would 
issue against them, from the arbitrary tribunal of anti-masonic pro- 
scription, an expost facto thundering bull of excommunication and 
disfranchisement, from the privileges of citizens—in this land of 
equa! rights, where freedom has been achieved, and achieved too, 
by the aid of the treasure, the valor and even blood of many of 
those nen whom you thus denounce and persecute. You cbserve 
in your letter that with the evidence before you, you are bound to 
say that Morgan was murdered, and murdered too, in exact con- 
formily wiih the masonic obligation.” In answer to this I must 
say I do not believe that the principles of masonry oblige, com- 
mand or authorize its members to commit murder. And I would 
call upon the unsulljied honor, the fair reputation and unsuspected 
veracity of thousands of masons (many of your and my acquaint- 
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ances) to testify against it, and if that is not sufficient, I would 
invoke the venerable shades of Franklin, Jefferson, De Witt 
Clinton, and Washington hiniself, to disprove the charge. 

Perhaps you may conclude by this time that my feclings are 
enlisted on the side of the fraternity, but they are not. I have no 
anxiety at all, for masonry, and no wish to support it. I think it 
may have been beneficial to its members, as a bond of mutual sup- 


, port and fi iendship through the dark ages, and in despotic, bhar- 


barous or feeble governments, when the liberties, possessions and 
lives‘of the citizens were unprotected, and perhaps it might have 
sometimes, exerted a favorable influence on society; but in this 
land of liberty and light, I believe it is wholly useless. When 
the light of the blessed gospel is diffused, and its precepts adhered 
to; nations will be free and individuals happy. That book contains 
all the L1GHT necessary to Cirect our steps in the way of peace and 
happiness here and hereafter, and it needs not the light of masonry 
any more than the sun does the aid of a candle at noon day. 

I wrote to last summer, that I felt somewhat mortified that he 





- should have engaged so deeply in m Anti-masonry, and would make 


(with proper respect, however, and deference to your opinion,) 
the same remark to you. ‘This anti-masonic rage, like a!l other 
violent excitements, will have its course. You can no more arrest 
its motion than you can check the ocean’s mighty waves, or check 
the progress of fire in a dry forest, which always (by the way) 
rages with greater fury in light and rotten substances. Nothing 
but the unyielding firmness of a rock will resist its attack, but which 
will ere long subside, leaving many of the godly trees more or less 
scathed and blacked by its blighting hand and withering touch. 
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THE AMARANTH ; 


Fiom the N. E. Weekly Review. 
ON THE MARRIAGE OF THE. DEAF AND DUMB. 


No word !-—No sound ‘and jet’a a solenm rite 
Proceedeth, ’mid the festive lighted hall, 8 
Hearts are in treaty——and the soul doth take” 

- That oath, which unabsolv’d must stand, till Death 
With: icy seal doth close the scroll of life. 


Ne ‘word ! !_No sound !—But still yon holy man 

With strong and graceful gesture has impos’d 
“The irrevocable vow—and with meek prayer 

*“Hath’sent it to be register’d in Heaven. 

—Methinks this silence heavily doth brood 

Upon the spirit—Say, thou flower.crowned bride— 

What means the sigh'that from thy ruby‘lip 

Doth ’scape—as if to seek some element 

That angels breathe? 


‘Mute !--Mute !--’tis passing strange ! 

Life necromanéy all) And yet ’tis well: 

For the deep trust with which a maiden casts 
Her all of earth, perchance her all of Heaven, 
Into'a mortal hands, the confidence’ 

With which she turns in ev’ry thought to him, 
Her more than brother, and her next to God, 
Hath never Fet been meted out in words, 

Or weigh’d with language. 

So ye voiceless pair, 

Pass on in hope. For ye may build as firm 

Your silent altar in each other’s hearts, 

And catch the sunshine thro’ the clouds of time 
As cheerily as tho’ the pomp of speech 

Did herald forth the deed. And when ye dwell 
Where flowers fade not, and Death’ no’treasur’d tie 

- Hath power to seyer more, ye need not mourn, 
The ear sequestrate.and the tuneless tongue ; 
For there the eternal dialect of Love 
Is the free breath of ev’ry happy soul. 


Hartford,’ October 30. . H. 
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